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Dear Dr. Brothers: I have been fortunate
enough to find a great new job after being laid
off from my old place. The former job was very
cool — just a small group of people creating up
a storm in a small graphics and ad agency. My
new job is similar work, but there seems to be a
dress code going on that I don’t fit into. Everyone
looks like they are going to a country club. Me,
jump on the khakis-and-polo-shirt bandwagon?
No way! Or will my jeans and tees likely mess
me up? - W.C.

Dear W.C.: Your own personal dress code
won’t mess you up per se. Jeans and tees are per-
fectly acceptable (especially if they are clean and
only ripped by the designer). But there are at least
a couple of ways this could come back to haunt
you, so I’'m glad you asked the question. First off,
if you decided to make this uniform an issue and
so did your employer, you likely would lose. Em-
ployers have a right to ask employees to dress
within certain parameters. That’s the legal stuff.

But you would do well to consider the corporate
culture and just what your new place of business
is like, compared with the old company. The cul-
ture dictates the uniform. It seems that everyone
in charge at the new place feels most comfortable
in an environment where the country club look is
king. If you want to fit in, you might want to con-
sider a polo shirt with your jeans, or a pair of kha-
kis with the tee. If you can’t stomach the idea, see

force themselves to feel more empathy. Or per-
haps they were sentenced to community service!
You see how silly it is to compare our emotional
capabilities with those of others.

What you might want to do, though, is switch
over to a less gut-wrenching type of service. Do
some tutoring of children or ESL students. Be-
come a docent at a historical site, or a scouting
leader. You’ve earned a respite from the difficult
stuff. And even though you are an empty nester,
don’t forget about your own child or children.
Often you can be much more useful as an older
parent.
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Accordingly, Perron cashed the ace of hearts
and continued with a third heart to declarer’s
"’ queen. South then crossed to dummy with a club
£ and led a spade to the ten. This brought Perron to
i the position he had visualized at the start of play.
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After taking the ace of spades, he continued with
a fourth heart. It was now his partner’s turn to get
in on the act, and East cooperated perfectly by
ruffing the heart with the jack.

South overruffed with the queen, but since
West could not be stopped from scoring a trick
with the nine of spades, the contract had to go
down one.

Perron’s farsighted plan required only that de-
clarer have three hearts and that his partner have
either the 10-x, J-x or Q-x of spades. Given the
bidding, this was by far the best hope for the de-
fense, and the plan paid off handsomely.
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