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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: A 20 percent chance 

of showers and thunderstorms 
before 1 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 53. South wind 
around 10 mph.

Friday: A 20 percent chance 
of showers and thunderstorms 
after 1 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 84. South wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Friday Night: A 30 percent 
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms, mainly before 1am. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
56. South wind 5 to 15 mph be-
coming north.

Saturday: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 1 p.m. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 85. North wind 
between 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 53.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 81.

Sunday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 51.

Monday: Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 75.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 53.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 80.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 52.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 80.

Wednesday: High, 67; Low 49
Precip: Wed. Trace
 Month: 0.67 inches
 Year:   10.82 inches
 Normal:  9.94 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise Friday 6:18 a.m.
Sunset Friday 9:08 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

BOOK SPRING 
BREAK NOW!

Call for Bus Tours Schedules.

Air & Hotel
Park Passes, Air & Hotel

Round Trip Travel

$800

Strength.     Stability.     Service.
And us.

That’s what you can count 
on. We’re in the business 
of helping people just like 
you through all stages of 
life with insurance and 
financial products. To 
learn more call today.www.fbfs.com

Auto   /    Home    /    Life    /    Business   /   College   /   Retirement

David L. Browne III
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby

Adriane Sims
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby (785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance • Investments

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S
1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999

Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most 
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL 
CARE

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofi ng Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modifi ed Systems

P081007

EVEN BETTER RATE,
                   limited time…

Hurry in for an even better rate on our
featured Certificate of Deposit through State Farm Bank®.

Call today for more information and watch your money grow.

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Jane W Johnson
State Farm Agent
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

18 Months 2.71% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yields as of 04/29/09.Rates subject to change without notice. Minimum balance to open an account and obtain the stated
APY is $500. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawal prior to maturity. Certificates automatically renew at maturity at the then-current rate
for the next longer standard term. Some products and services not available in all areas. Not available for Business, IRA, and ESA accounts.

P081007

EVEN BETTER RATE,
                   limited time…

Hurry in for an even better rate on our
featured Certificate of Deposit through State Farm Bank®.

Call today for more information and watch your money grow.

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Jane W Johnson
State Farm Agent
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

18 Months 2.71% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yields as of 04/29/09.Rates subject to change without notice. Minimum balance to open an account and obtain the stated
APY is $500. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawal prior to maturity. Certificates automatically renew at maturity at the then-current rate
for the next longer standard term. Some products and services not available in all areas. Not available for Business, IRA, and ESA accounts.

P081007

EVEN BETTER RATE,
                   limited time…

Hurry in for an even better rate on our
featured Certificate of Deposit through State Farm Bank®.

Call today for more information and watch your money grow.

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Jane W Johnson
State Farm Agent
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

18 Months 2.71% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yields as of 04/29/09.Rates subject to change without notice. Minimum balance to open an account and obtain the stated
APY is $500. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawal prior to maturity. Certificates automatically renew at maturity at the then-current rate
for the next longer standard term. Some products and services not available in all areas. Not available for Business, IRA, and ESA accounts.

P081007

EVEN BETTER RATE,
                   limited time…

Hurry in for an even better rate on our
featured Certificate of Deposit through State Farm Bank®.

Call today for more information and watch your money grow.

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Jane W Johnson
State Farm Agent
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

18 Months 2.30% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yields as of 05/27/09.Rates subject to change without notice. Minimum balance to open an account and obtain the stated
APY is $500. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawal prior to maturity. Certificates automatically renew at maturity at the then-current rate
for the next longer standard term. Some products and services not available in all areas. Not available for Business, IRA, and ESA accounts.

Licensed and Insured
Adam Bowers

Owner/Operator
785-462-0438

Curtis Delany
Owner/Operator
785-269-7324

Reflexology is the physical act of applying pressure to the feet with specific 
thumb, finger, and hand techniques without the use of oil or lotion.

45 Minute Treatments: $25

Relax and Breathe!  785-460-1929

Reflexology by Roxanne

Now taking NEW clients!! 
By Appointment Only

Gift Certificates Available
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(800) 611-6735
9-5 M-F

1-5 Sat. & Sun.
Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.

Closed Holidays

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin • Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

www.prairiemuseum.org

VISIT
Prairie Museum 
of Art & History

*World Class Kuska Collection
*Kansas KIDS Corner
*Cooper Barn 
      an 8 Wonder of KS Architecture
*Hands on HIGH PLAINS HISTORY
*Prairie Museum Art

Order your granite paver by 
July 15, 2009 for installation in 
2009.  Call the museum for an 
order form, email us, or go to 
our website under contact us!

stiefeltheatre.org 151 S.Santa Fe, Salina

Two BIG 
summer concerts!

Call 785-827-1998

LyleLovett July 25
and His Large Band 8pm $45, $55, $65

Peter Frampton
August16 8pm $55, $65, $75

Bernard Allison opens for Peter Frampton 

2007 Grammy Winner

Storms
attract
chasers
science team, Romine said, to 
help determine where to find the 
best storms. Vortex 2 has attached 
some instruments to the intercept 
vehicle in the hopes of getting 
data from the inside of a tornado, 
he added.

“We’d love to get the data off 
those instruments,” Romine said.

On Wednesday, the crew were 
doing practice exercises on county 
roads near Levant.

Romine said he wasn’t sure yet 
which way Vortex 2 would head 
out of Colby. The group has a 
steering committee, which con-
sults the head scientists on each 
day’s weather and decides on a di-
rection. The decision can often be 
a difficult one, since the right con-
ditions may be in several places 
around the Midwest.

“We wouldn’t want to get an OK 
storm one way and miss a great 
storm the next,” Romine said.

Conditions are developing both 
north and south of Colby, he add-
ed, and the team will be moving 
out in one direction or the other 
today.

Embark over budget, September opening planned
The counsel discussed structur-

ing a loan to Embark to help pay 
for the remaining renovations on 
the first floor. There will be a pub-
lic hearing on the Embark loan 
at the next meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 16.

Brouthers said the company 
could bring a lot of jobs to north-
west Kansas.

“We could literally have more 
employment than can be handled 
by one northwest Kansas town,” 
he said. “It’s feasible we could 
need 700 employers here in north-
west Kansas.”

On another matter, Kevan 
Trenkle, chief financial officer of 
Citizens Medical Center, asked if 
the hospital could get a waiver for 
the placement of a propane tank 
near the buildings on its campus 
to provide fuel for an emergency 
generator. The hospital now used 
natural gas to power it’s generator, 
but that doesn’t meet state regula-
tions. The hospital had been using 
a diesel-powered back.

City Manager Carolyn Arm-
strong noted that according to 
information from the Kansas fire 
marshal’s website, if a facility 
cares for anyone on life support, 

it must have a generator and the 
fuel must be kept onsite. Piped-
in natural gas is not considered 
a dependable source of fuel, she 
said. In other words, another fuel 
source is needed because if there 
is an emergency, and the natural 
gas to the hospital shuts off, it has 
to have a backup source of fuel.

Armstrong said the municipal 
code prohibits bulk storage of 
liquified petroleum gas in most 
parts of the city. It can be used in 
industrial areas, but is prohibited 
in residential areas.

Armstrong said the council 
would have to grant an exception 
for the center to be able to install 
the tank. She said that the only 
time it is acceptable to use natural 
gas for a backup generator is if the 
utility company could not be af-
fected by any natural disasters.

Colby Fire Chief Bob McLem-
ore said if the city was going to 
make any exception to the code, 
it needs to be for life-support pur-
poses only. Armstrong said the 
city would make sure the ordi-
nance only allowed propane tanks 
be installed in medical-type facili-
ties. 

Councilman Mark Beringer, 
asked Trenkle if he could  research 
whether or not using liquified nat-

ural gas would be just as economi-
cal as propane. Trenkle agreed. 

McLemore said propane can 
create a little more danger than 
natural gas. When natural gas 
leaks, he said, it is less likely to 
stay concentrated because it’s 
lighter than air so it dissipates up-
ward. Propane is heavier than air 
and hugs the ground, which leads 
to it becoming more concentrated 
and more likely to burn.

In other business, the council:
• Accepted a grant of $92,000 

from the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration needed to complete 
the Colby airport terminal apron 
project. 

• Heard from Armstrong that 
NexGen, a renewable energy com-
pany, may not be able to install a 
windmill on the campus of Colby 
Community College because it 
has not been registered as an en-
ergy supplier in Kansas. She said 
the Kansas Corporation Commis-
sion is reviewing the status of the 
company as an energy provider.

She said NexGen is interested 
in working on a deal with the city 
where they would put wind into 
the city’s system. If NexGen did 
business with the city, she said, 
it wouldn’t have to adhere to the 
commissions’ regulations because 

the city gets energy under the mu-
nicipal electric system where the 
commissions’ regulations do not 
apply.

•Approved a commercial sign 
for the new fire station. The sign 
will cost $2,957.

Academy moves
to half time format
more kids than the original 
classroom benefit from it.

“By doing eighth grade only, 
next school year, the students 
will take other electives such 
as art, physical education, com-
munications and journalism, 
and it will free up time for Mrs. 
Morgan to work with gifted stu-
dents.”

“In doing this, we have saved 
one teaching position, by spread-
ing her abilities as a teacher to 
reach more students.”

“We don’t horde technology,” 
added Morgan. “We like to pass 
it to all kids.

The school district, Morgan 
said, is looking at integrating 
all middle and elementary stu-
dents into some version of the 

program for the future, and is 
branching out. 

“There is some project-based 
learning in the high school,” 
Morgan said, “and the middle 
school is doing lots more proj-
ect based learning.

“Project based learning in-
volves all skills It integrates 
math, science, and reading, and 
kids take those skills and use 
them in real life situations.” 

The academy will be accept-
ing enrollment for eighth grad-
ers, up to 15 to 20 students, 
including virtual students, said 
Wieland.

“The school board totally be-
lieves in this type and delivery 
of this kind of education,” Wie-
land added, “because they want 
technology opportunities for all 
kids.”

Pension law change
to hit district budget
government pensions, she said.

DeYoung said the district will 
have several options for dealing 
with the surcharge. The district 
can lower salaries to reduce the 
amount they will have to pay to 
the system, it can contract retired 
employees through a third party 
for all of their salaries or it can 
continue paying the current sala-
ries and pay the full surcharge.

DeYoung said the new law will 
discourage districts from hiring 
retirees and encourage retirees to 
look for jobs out of state, both of 
which would cut the potential tal-
ent pool Kansas.

“I can’t think of a school build-
ing that would be happy about 
this,” she said.

DeYoung said there will be no 

grandfathering or reduced charges 
for current employees. She said 
the district  has eight employees 
who are also drawing pensions, 
including high school principal 
Don Krebs, athletic director Larry 
Gabel and curriculum director Di-
ana Wieland. 

The district has contracted 
with the Thomas County Learn-
ing Center to pass through a part 
of the salaries of some of it’s re-
tired employees, DeYoung said, 
but under the new law, this would 
not exempt them from the sur-
charge, merely lower the amount. 
The change could cost the district 
tens of thousands of dollars, since 
a 20 percent charge on a $77,000 
administrator’s salary would be 
$15,400.

The board took no action on the 
subject at the meeting.
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