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Baby Blues ° Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Mom obsessed
with safety issue

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am a new resident of a

Beetle Bailey * Mort Walker town that, previously unbeknownst to me, har-

T DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOU GUYS, BUT T HOPE SARGE bors a whole lot of registered sex offenders. My

I two daughters and I are living in a townhouse that
THE ARMY HAS BEEN GOOPTOME ?r'a:; I;'EA KER | has about 40 of these monsters living within a few G-t N\

square miles of our place. I didn’t know about agfv%zzﬁefm;c:;nr: C ;
this when I moved. Now I am afraid to let my " ' .
little girls play outside or go anywhere without Mommy, was tOI:IIght ”gonna be
me. How can I make sure they are safe? — G.B. a bath nlght?

Dear G.B.: It is very disconcerting when we

think we have a handle on things — especially Conceptis sud.0k:u e Dave Green

the safety of our children — and then something
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happens to upset our emotional apple cart. Al- 9 3
though it was frightening to find out that you are
surrounded by sex offenders, you found out in a 6 1 2 g
benign way and not as a victim. Now you need to »
Blondie * Chic Young 102 eeling o hystrs. Doing more rescarch 2] |7
1 y . 2
BOY, THOSE | THAT WAS AN ACT, IT SEEMS LIKE SOME [ THOUGHT YOU WERE WATCHING i i g
GUYS WERE { ELMO... THAT'S WHY ANT|-DEFAMATION LEAGUE might calm your fears. If you look at the registry, 1 4 5 :
PRETTY DUMB,} THEY CALLED | \ WOULD HAVE SUED 'EM OR chances are you will find that it includes people F
SOMETHIN', MR. B. HE TOOK THE who were Conv10teFl of of_fenses that have pothlng 4 9 6 5 2 xi
THREE 5 MAGIC OUT OF IT| t© do with molesting children — pedophiles are 2
STOOGES' : just one category of sex offenders. 4 3 9 a
i It probably would help you to join a neighbor- 6 4 £
g hood group that focuses on children’s activities =
H in a safe environment. This way, you can hear the 8 5 9 &
¢ experience of those already living there who have 8
g § many of the same concerns. I wouldn’t advise 7 4 g
f; £ you to get involved with groups focusing solely T o Ak o ©
g 3 on the pedophile issue, as you want to be able to Y Y€
B E move on with your lives in a way that puts this  7y,;¢ is alogic-based num- [7/5]8][3/6/9[14]2
. problem in its proper perspective. Forewarned 3/1/4|8 5 2[9|7|6|:
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne is forearmed, so you are better off than you may b%f;?g;%i%i%gi num- 161912]1.7 4/5/8|3
think. So, focus positively on helping your kids : : : 98 6[(425|731
I oo PooasaniE S 1 AV YU PONT, N sdpst o ne s, 2 ORI Jas lrs ez s
E ¢ lyfé\/\f_ A}gwf‘ﬁgyéﬁ, Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband and.I are not  ypoi0p mu,st containonly one 2 3 ; 2 :13 ; 2 S
THINK ABOUT IT! pushovers,.bpt we Won.der if we are going over- i, ciance of each numeral. T6olsa 7132
boa;d by giving our ghlld every kind ‘of thing he 740 solution to the last 8l45/293l61|7]
desires — as long as it is related to music. You see, Sudoku puzzle is at right. Diffonty Lovel %%

he is a born musician, and we want to encour-
age that, but he has a lot that other 10-year-old
kids don’t. On the other hand, we don’t allow him 3
video games or other expensive toys. How do we cryptoqulp
encourage his talent without spoiling him? — E.V.

Dear F.V.: I wouldn’t consider buying your son
lessons and equipment to pursue a musical talent V) JNEZPVRM DVRG WVBPGB
spoiling him, unless you find out he is abusing
them, ignoring them or becoming a dilettante —
spending little time on each instrument or gad-
IR B get and tossing them aside, instead of mastering XYE G B BNX G ANW O AL G YE
%T R'D OF them. Of course, you should have in your own
THE PRO@ mind some restrictions on just how much “stuff”

he can accumulate in a year — there is something N F J V R Y L Y B P , V M F G B B @

R'N@‘DNE' to be said for learning patience or earning the
- next instrument. You also should encourage him

to recycle his older things so that younger musi- P G PYB ZPVRY B O RWLNX G .

cians might share in his good fortune.

It is great that your son has his sights set on Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: TAKEN TO TASK FOR
being a musician and that he has a God-given tal- NAVIGATING POORLY’ THE LIVID SEAFARER

ent. Don’t be so restrictive that he misses out on

everyday fun activities while on a path to musical SHOUTED “AMTMY RUDDER,S KEEPERQ”
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ol success. And don’t pressure him into feeling it is ) ; .
the only course his life can take. TOday S Cryptoqmp Clue: V equals I
sauy Forth °® Greg Howard (c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
PENNY FOR YOUR  HO, HO! MY THOUGHTS  BESIDES, WHO'S . Crossword ¢ Eugene Sheffer
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THAN A PENNY, EVEN IN  MUSINGS AREN'T € ) 1 Read deer conso- data
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§ YK 10854 ¥96 12 Author 40 Break 2 Caffeine- 25 “Hogan’s
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SOUTH 13 Hallow- 41 Pearl’s 3 — instant group
i AATBG een shout home 4 Sainthood 26 Probabil-
i N 14 Easter 45 $50, in pre- ity
he biddin:J 94 .5 3Vn_1bleré1 ‘I‘Monopo- s gaquisite 27 La_lugth-a-
. . ¥ inge ” erpen- minute
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts ?‘Kf}h Trest North Fast 16 E.arl?/ 47 gportage dicuplar 28 Distaste
WAY 170 HOG ALL THE MACARONI| fWHAT'S THAT MAKE Y HEADS g);i;rling lead — five of hearts. 17 lc);:l’l?’? ) maker o the 32 Cln,del’-
4:30 EARLY BIRD| | AND CHEESE, You WHIPPER- FIFTEEN Now ? up. illigan’s 49 Black keel ella’s
SPECIAL AT THIS | | SNAPPERY NOwW 1 HAVE To FILL HERE A Sure Thing home and- 6 Journal coach,
CAFETERIA 15 UP ON LIME JELL-O ComMes Anyone who has played bridge for any length 18 Bicycle- white 7 Sane really
REALLY GREAT. — ANOTHER ny play ge for any feng seat style treat 8 “Cats” 33 Casual
g ONE of time has had the unhappy experience as de- 50 Restau- 50 Lotion inspirer dismissal
A v LA A clarer of seeing an apparently certain contract rant additive 9 Typo 35 Coll.
ol n é :@l'/ [ ) disintegrate right in front of his eyes. Usually, the chain 51 Charged 10 Ailing transcript
§ iy %_ e e e Lo cause is a freakish distribution of the opposing acronym bit 11 Pumper- stat
¢ a0 ‘7 ?, Y \\ 4 cards, in which case declarer is probably not to 22 “Dilbert” 52 Sensed nickel 36 Thickness
N B o 24 E7 ) ﬁ« “ 1/ T3)/| blame. But when declarer himself is responsible or 53 Proper alterna- 38 Cove
N 1 f~ N Tat ﬁ for turning a sure thing into a losing proposition, F(;"é‘gff bloke tive 39 5:22_
¥ V7S 7 (&5 S that’s another story. . face Solution time: 25 mins. actions
A e hopvre - Take this case where West led a heart against exams r T s B 42 Geneal-
South’s three-notrump contract. Declarer put up 29 Cistern E N|O|wW g (IS ogy
. . dummy’s queen, which held, and then set about 30 Altar chart
Zits * Jim Borgman & dJerry Scott establishing the club suit. However, East declined {a_ffirma- E 2 r?n 43 Morays,
. . H ive E|N e.g.

Hee o, Y povou kA | | WERE OPENTOAN(THING AS PG, T\ [ ANDPREFERMBIY )| o cooperate, refusing to take hisace on either the g 2 keite, 3 C 44 Doterio-
AN JOBS NE LONG P [T DOESNT INVOLVE DANGEROUS. This left declarer with no recourse. He could 32 fé)rr (;]ne AlA g 8 45 rsattesh |
colpoTo LIFTING, CLEANING, PAINTING, go ahead and establish the clubs by playing a 33 Ha% Y SIPIAIR 46 sz:rte

. IRNE y
MONING OR EXCESSIVE 0 third round, but there would then be no way to more oTETs brew
MENTAL EXERTION. : reach the dummy. In practice, he turned his atten- than a E[A 48 Debtor’s
tion to spades and wound up down one, scoring hunch letters
: two tricks in each suit. T s Tio i
Considering that South had a sure thing going
H from the opening bell, it is difficult to muster any |12
sympathy for him. The plain fact is that after the =
g opening heart lead, nine tricks were there for the
taking. 18 -
Declarer’s error came when he played the queen o4 125
of hearts from dummy at trick one, a momentary
victory that eventually cost him the contract. In- (26 [27 (28 30
stead, he should have played dummy’s deuce and  [33
taken whatever card East produced with the ace.
g This would have assured a later entry to dummy (34
; with either the queen or jack of hearts. 37
In the actual deal, after taking East’s nine (or
six) with the ace, declarer plays three rounds of 40 42 143 (44
clubs. East can then return a heart or shift to an- 35" 4
g other suit, as he likes, but nothing can stop South
from scoring a spade, two hearts, two diamonds [0
5 and four clubs for his contract. 53
i (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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