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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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THEY HEARD You

ON HEAVY-DUTY
HIP BOOTS
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WEAR THEM
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BELIEVE ME, NO
BUT IT WOULD /ONE'S EVER GOING
BE COOL TO ) TO BE IMPRESSED

STATEMENT LIKE

BY A FASHION

TOLAY IM ANNOUNCING A
PLAN TO COMPLETELY
C ELINNATE ALL COMPLAINTZ

@ MADE BY MY SUBIECTS ]

I CAN'T BELIEVE JUST TWO MORE
WEEKS OF SCHOOL BEFORE SUMMER!
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MOMS BATH
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THAT’S JUST TEN OKAY,
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LIKE FOREVER UNTIL
SCHOOL ENDS.
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NOW IT SEEMS @ ON THE PLUS
SIDE, THIS YEAR
REALLY SHARPENED
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Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts
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TRENT, I'M SCARED
OF THE STorRM/
CAN I GET IN

NO, YOU'RE A BIG
BOY Now! You
JUST GO BACK To

YourR BED?

SLEEP! y

MAKE IT sTopP!
MAKE IT 5ToP!
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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

Baoomer

wants to retire

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am of the baby boomer
generation, but I seem to be different. I am not
interested in working till I drop dead at the age
of 80! What’s wrong with retiring to Florida and
playing golf and a little bit of bridge? That’s what
my parents did, and I know that a lot of other
people still do that, too. I was all set to retire this
year, when all this economic nonsense hit. Now
I have to keep working indefinitely. I am so mad.
Can you advise on how to accept this? — C.P.

Dear C.P.: You’'re perfectly correct — there is
an unspoken assumption among many these days
that the baby boomer generation would never
hang up their boots and go softly into the assist-
ed-living facility. The ‘60s hippies and rebels are
the ones who never wanted to grow up, much less
retire! But to you, golf and bridge don’t sound
half bad. You just have to figure out a way to get
there, and hope there are a few other like-minded
boomers around to argue club selection with.
Where the stress and emotional fatigue come in is
when you just can’t find a way to retire on sched-
ule. You are far from alone.

The key now is to be able to have some fun
along with all you’re feeling because you still
must be working. Incorporate some elements of
retirement into your current home — maybe install
a putting green, a hot tub or a reading nook. Take
up gardening, biking or another hobby that will
keep you outside and active. Or, just put all your
money into saving for retirement, and know that
if you can stay employed until age 70, your So-
cial Security benefits will be at their highest and
you’ll be able to afford a little better lifestyle.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I never really got along
with my husband’s mother. She’s about as “old
school” as you can get, and we disagree on many
political issues. I’ve grown accustomed to her,
but now it seems she has gone too far. A young
African-American couple just moved in next door
to her, and now when we visit her, she breaks into
some bigoted rant. My husband refuses to say
anything to her! How do I deal with this? — B.R.

Dear B.R.: It’s not easy to deal with any bigot.
It’s a fine line between respecting your mother-
in-law and biting your tongue all the time. But
nowhere is it written that speaking your mind has
to be a knock-down, drag-out confrontation. You
can let your thoughts be known without a feud.

Perhaps next time your mother-in-law launch-
es into one of her diatribes, you can engage in a
little amateur psychoanalysis. Try to find out just
why she’s doing it. There’s an outside chance that
she knows her comments upset you and makes
them just to push your buttons. Try to contain any
signals of disgust you may give off. If she con-
tinues, try asking her flat out why she talks about
her neighbors in such a negative way. Where did
she develop her views — was she brought up in
that mind-set, or did some event happen in her
life that caused her to think the way she does?
Ask her if she ever had any African-American
friends.
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Bridge e steve Becker

West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
A
YAK87
*104
#A108754
WEST EAST
#K976543 *Q1J10
vYQs3 Y1062
*J72 €96
» SKQI32
SOUTH
#8382
¥Jjo4
¢AKQS853
S0 6
The bidding:
West North  East South
26 Dble RE J Dble
Pass S5é Pass 5¢
Pass 5 Pass (R 4

Opening lead — three of spades.

Famous Hand

The exploits of Pakistan’s Zia Mahmood have
been chronicled in this space many times, and
today’s hand provides still another example. It
occurred in an early qualifying match between
the U.S. I and U.S. II teams at the 2007 Bermuda
Bowl.

The bidding shown took place when Michael
Rosenberg and Zia held the North-South cards.
When the deal was played in only five diamonds
at the other table, the declarer, Eric Rodwell, won
the spade lead with the ace, led a trump to his ace
and ruffed his last spade in dummy. He then tried
to cash the ace of clubs, but West ruffed and led
a third spade.

Rodwell ruffed, drew trumps and ran his re-
maining diamonds, forcing East to come down to
three hearts and a high club. Rodwell then threw
East in with a club and guessed to play the nine
on East’s low heart return, picking up West’s
queen to just make five diamonds.

When Zia was declarer at six diamonds, he
eyed West’s lead of the spade three -- from a
known six- or seven-card suit -- with suspicion,
and concluded that West was trying to direct his
partner to give him a club ruff if he gained the
lead at trick one. So, following his judgment, Zia
won the spade ace and returned a low heart to-
ward his J-9-4!

After East followed low, Zia inserted the nine,
reasoning that East would surely have gone up
with the queen if he had it and returned a club.
West took the nine with the queen and continued
with a heart, but Zia was now in full control.

He won the heart with the jack, ruffed his re-
maining spade, drew trumps and discarded his
club loser on one of dummy’s top hearts. Making
six yielded a 770-point gain (13 IMPs) for Zia’s
team, which went on to finish second to Norway
for the world title.
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“l can’t play with you till ’'m finished

workin’ here in my cubicle.”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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Difficulty Level %

6/08

This is a logic-based num-

ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich

each row, column and 3x3

regionmust contain only one

instance of each numeral.
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The solution to the last
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Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip

OO N|W OB = ©

LOGWSZO Q NWJO W FSH

QHDUADQHK EPO HWNOZ UC

WDQWH CAQOXZ, NQKPE VUS

GWAA EPWE W FAWV UH LQXIJZ?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: | HEARD A COUPLE OF
SURGEONS MIGHT GET FIRED IF THE HOSPITAL

CAN’T MAINTAIN OPERATING COSTS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals U

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 36 Goose- 31d 21 Ostriches’
1 Mid- bump- counter- kin
month inducing part 22 Singer
date 37 Distance 4 Piercing Loretta
5 Get on 40 Pismire 5 Curved 23Long
8 Tranquil 41 Neighbor- lines stories
12 Ships’ hood 6 Wilde- 25 Brochure
warning 42 Classical beest 26 Approach
noises music 7 Female 27Cab
14 Solo by lover hormone 29Bata
Sills 47 Carriage 8 Paparaz- gnat
15Time 48 Usual zi’'s 31 Dead
saver 49 Hotel need heat
16 Encoun- furniture 9 War 33 Trans-
ter 50 Marble god planted
17 “Monty type 10 Stead body
Python” 51Needing 11 Gym- parts
opener crutches nasts’ 34 Kind of
18 Type of surfaces alcohol
monkey DOWN 13“Beetle 36 MIT
20 String 1 Condi- Bailey” grad,
quartet tions dog maybe
member 2 Homer’s 19 Colors 37 Easter
23 Acerbic interjec- 20 Upper entree
24— nitrate tion limit 38 Ontario
25 Beauty Solution time: 27 mins. neighbor
contest, ATCTHTE 39 Require
e.g. Llofalp| 40From
28 Play on K| I[N]D the top
words Ao 43Eggs
29 Wise 1s|t]o| 44 Okla-
ones m|o[w homa
30 Dine z g s city
32 Frosty, ATNIN s 45“— the
for one ploo A[H[AN Walrus”
34 Long skirt [ANMT EIL Y1E] 46 Reuben
M|IE|A|L D Y|E
35Knocks Saturday’s answer 6-8 bread
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