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Fix travel case

ahead of time

Dear Heloise: Maybe some of your readers on
the road would like this hint. I often travel to des-
tinations where a TRIP TO THE STORE would
be inconvenient.

A day or two before a trip, I'll often pack my
cosmetics case and toiletries. Then I use only the
things I’ve packed when I shower and dress, even
though I’m still at home. The trick is to remem-
ber to put things back in the bag instead of in
the medicine cabinet. That way, if I’ve forgotten
something, it’s easy to grab it off the shelf. Or if
I’m running low, I can pick it up at the store in
plenty of time.

This can save spending travel time shopping
for simple things or paying inflated prices for
them in airports. I’ve also put a note on my pack-
ing list reminding me to put my bag of lotions
and potions into the checked baggage instead of
my carry-on. — Susan, via e-mail

Every “road warrior” has a system, and yours
will help others. My hint? A master checklist on
the computer saves time and stress! — Heloise

PERMANENT-MARKER REMOVAL

Dear Heloise: If you write on a plastic item
(noncloth) with a permanent marker and make a
mistake, you can write over it using a dry-erase
marker and wipe off/rub with a cloth. It might not
be perfect, but hey, it works! You may have to do
it letter by letter and rub the dry-erase marker off
frequently. — Lori, Gaithersburg, Md.
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cardboard center is a good thing to store exten-
sion and electrical-appliance cords in, but I think
I have a better idea.

PVC pipe is very inexpensive, you can cut it to
fit, it lasts longer, and it certainly looks better. I
store all of my cords this way, and I find it very
convenient. — Dimple, Anaheim, Calif.

POWER OUTAGE

Dear Heloise: I wanted to add a couple more
safety hints on preparing for electricity outages.
We keep a large, camping-style lantern in the
coat closet on the main floor and one in the hall
closet upstairs. We also attached stick-on lights
right under the light switch at the top of the base-
ment stairs. When you reach for the light switch,
you can press for instant lighting for the stairs.
We also have flashlights in the bedside tables. --
Martha, Wyomissing, Pa.

ELECTRIC-MIXER CAUTION

Dear Heloise: Always unplug the electric mix-
er before ejecting the beaters. A friend learned the
hard way, nearly losing two fingers. — Ruth from
Vancouver, Wash.
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to forgo a potential game in order to extract a
penalty. At the same time, you encourage partner
to double whatever else the opponents may bid.
4. Pass. Partner’s leap to four hearts is strictly
pre-emptive; it is based on distribution, not high
cards. He might have either of these hands:
S 109 Q86542 ¢ Q7 % K853
& 33 ¥ Q875 € KJ9743 & 7
The 1[H]-4[H] sequence is aimed primarily at
keeping the opponents out of the bidding while
offering a real possibility of making game oppo-
site many hands partner might hold.
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