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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Dear Heloise: When I’m ready to try a new 
color on my wall, I never paint it directly on the 
wall. I buy the smallest amount of the color I 
want and paint it on a foam POSTER BOARD. 
I can then use pushpins to put it up where I want 
to try it and see how it looks. If it’s not the right 
shade or color, I don’t have a splotch of paint on 
the wall. – Kathy Beery, Harrisonburg, Va.

Kathy, love your hint. This also is an easy way 
to see how the color looks in daylight, at dusk, 
with the lights on, etc. The color may not be an 
exact match, but it’s pretty close. – Heloise

NO HAIR SPRAY
Dear Heloise: I have a painted black chest in 

my bathroom, and drops of overspray from my 
hair spray have gotten on it. I tried to wash it off 
with mild soap and water, but it doesn’t work. 
I’m afraid to use an abrasive cleaner because 
it might remove or scratch the surface. Do you 
think I could use mineral spirits? If not, what can 
I use? – Vickie I., Westerville, Ohio

I’m afraid that mineral spirits (paint thinner) 
may take the paint off and ruin the finish. Try 
this instead: Put rubbing alcohol on a terry or mi-
crofiber towel and test on a concealed area first 
to be sure the surface isn’t damaged. Work on a 
small area at a time – it might take a bit of elbow 
grease. When you have gone over all the spots, 
clean any residue left with another clean, damp 
cotton cloth. This should get the job done. – He-
loise

BOXING UP BOOKS
Dear Heloise: This is in response to the reader 

who wrote in about proper boxing of books. In 
any of the lower states, cardboard boxes are not 
good storage for any item, as they can house cock-
roaches, silverfish and other household pests. 

A plastic storage bin with an airtight lid will 
not only keep out pests, but also keep books from 
being exposed to air, water and other elements. 
When moving and using cardboard boxes, always 
leave the boxes outside while you unpack. Take 
individual items out of the box before bringing it 
into a new home.  

It is a good idea to treat a house for insects be-
fore moving. – Jill Curtis, Punta Gorda, Fla.

I love how you refer to the “lower states.” 
Many of us who live in the South know about 
cockroaches! In Texas, we have some that you 
can put a saddle on! – Heloise

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: I love wearing a little perfume, 

but it’s not practical to pack perfume bottles in 
luggage when traveling. Instead, I save pages 
from magazines that include samples of perfume. 
They lie flat, don’t leak, won’t break, and I get to 
sample new fragrances! – Karen H., Roseville, 
Calif.
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Bidding Quiz
1. Two spades. Partner’s notrump bid indicates 

15 to 18 points, notrump distribution and one or 
more diamond stoppers. But even though your 
partner has stated a preference to play the hand 
in notrump, you should not be willing to do so. 
With 6-3-3-1 distribution and only two high-
card points, you’re far more likely to do better 
in spades.

Indeed, the chances are that your partner will 
go down two or three tricks in one notrump, 
while it’s about even money that you can make 
eight tricks with spades as trump. This is because 
in notrump, your spades may prove worthless, 
while if they are trump, they’re likely to produce 
four or five tricks.

In the sequence given, two spades is uniformly 
regarded as a weakness bid. In effect, you are 
saying that you think two spades is a safer con-
tract than one notrump, and partner is strongly 
urged to pass.

2. Three spades. With 10 high-card points op-
posite partner’s 15 to 18, you know there’s a game 
in the offing, and you should let partner in on the 
good news by jumping to three spades. Partner 
will raise to four spades with three-card or bet-
ter support, and retreat to three notrump with a 
doubleton, after which you will retire from the 
auction.

3. Three notrump. Nine tricks in notrump are 
much more likely than 11 tricks in clubs, and 
you should therefore raise one notrump to three. 
It would be tactically wrong to bid three clubs. 
While that bid would be forcing, it also would be 
pointless. There can be no advantage in telling 
the enemy the type of hand you have when it does 
not help your side get to the right contract.

4. Two diamonds. With 11 high-card points, 
you must, of course, think in terms of game, but a 
notrump contract is not very appealing with 4-4-
4-1 distribution. Indeed, if partner has four cards 
in either major, game in that suit is almost surely 
your best spot.

The best way of discovering whether partner 
has either four spades or four hearts is by cue-
bidding West’s suit. You intend to raise partner 
directly to four of a major if he bids either of 
them, and to raise to three notrump if he rebids 
two notrump.
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