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National insurance news
raises consumer concerns

TOPEKA — 1It’s just past the
middle of 2009, and now’s a good
time to take stock of what has
happened in the insurance world
throughout Kansas and the nation
so far this year.

Many of the media headlines
have dealt with insurance regula-
tion, health care reform and con-
sumer concerns regarding their
insurance policies.

A closer look at each of these
areas gives Kansans some insight
into important topics — and what
the Kansas Insurance Department
can do to help our state’s insur-
ance consumers.

Insurance regulation — Ef-
fort still continues in Congress to
take away state regulatory power
of insurance companies and place
it with a federal bureaucracy. That
misguided effort is something that
I and the National Association of
Insurance Commissioners have
fought against for many years,
but especially during the past two
years.

I believe state regulators are
best equipped to handle issues
dealing with insurance companies
operating in our state. We also
truly believe that state insurance
departments can handle consumer
complaints quickly, efficiently and
more successfully than some face-
less person on the line in a federal
office (if you are lucky enough to
reach a live person).

We will continue to press on
with this argument. There are, na-
tionally, 13,000 state insurance de-
partment employees who can best
regulate local insurance issues.

Health care reform — The
ideas and the cost estimates have
been flying fast and furious in the
national debates regarding reform-
ing health care. I have been fortu-
nate to be “at the table” in many
of these national conversations.
Sen. Pat Roberts and other sena-
tors have asked me to represent
the national commissioners’ orga-
nization in panel and roundtable
discussions and testimony about
reform initiatives.

It has given me an insider’s per-
spective at how valuable biparti-
san efforts can be in this important
area, and an opportunity to hear
the thoughts of experts from sev-
eral organizations and businesses.

I said more than a year ago that
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ers. All told, during
the past five years,
our department has
recovered more than

enacting responsible health care
reform can best be accomplished
by allowing states to be the labo-
ratories for change — providing a
place where innovation can take
place under local control. T still
think that idea is practical — and
I’m happy that the Bipartisan Pol-
icy Center proposal presented last
month endorses that same idea.
Our own former-Sen. Bob Dole
provided major input in that pro-
posal.

The economic well-being of the
United States and concerns over
national debt are going to be key
components of any health care
legislation as well. Any reform
measures should consider follow-
ing the doctor’s oath of “first, do
no harm.”

Consumer concerns — Closer
to home, Kansans have been bom-
barded with concerns that affect
their insurance policies and their
families’ well-being during the
past few months of the economic
downturn. Many have faced job
layoffs and the ensuing lack of in-
surance benefits.

Our Consumer Assistance Rep-
resentatives have been especially
busy answering questions and
concerns about COBRA coverage
continuation and the state contin-
uation laws. As you might recall,
the Kansas Legislature passed a
“mini-COBRA” provision, with
the insurance department’s input,
that benefited qualified Kansans
whose health insurance had been
curtailed because of layoffs. Un-
der the legislation, they have the
right to be covered under the fed-
eral stimulus law and to receive
increased COBRA benefits.

The Kansas Insurance Depart-
ment consumer representatives
have also been as busy as ever in
recovering money for insurance
contract holders whose claims
have been disputed. We are on
track (nearly $6.5 million so far
through last month) to recover an-
other $13 million-plus for consum-
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$46 million in dis-
puted claims. We are
proud of the efforts
of our consumer ad-
vocates.

Because insur-
ance issues are grabbing more
attention, the Kansas Insurance
Department is always willing to
consider speaking engagements to
public groups.

We have had representatives
speak about insurance topics in
approximately half the counties
in the state during the past 18
months. Go online to www.ksin-
surance.org to request a speaker
for your meeting. Time and lim-
ited availability of our department
personnel don’t always allow us a
chance to honor a request, but we
try hard to do so.

And, as always, if you have in-
surance questions, call our Con-
sumer Assistance Hotline, (800)
432-2484 (in Kansas) to seek as-
sistance from our staff.

Game show teaches kids at church

Gene Rothfuss, pastor of the Colby Wesleyan Church, portrayed game show host “Wade Win-
salot” at the church’s vacation Bible school on Tuesday, June 23. Contestants in his “show”
were 53 kids who were learning that they win if they “go lead, go tell, go obey and go serve.”
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Nursing program adds

evening option for students

Colby Community College has
added an evening nursing pro-
gram for Licensed Practical Nurse
to Associate Degree Nurse, start-
ing Aug. 17.

The curriculum will be the
same as the existing program on
the Colby campus, said Ruth Wol-
fram, nursing program director at
the college. She said the evening
program will require two years to
complete.

“Successful completion of the
program will allow students to
take the state exam to become a
licensed registered nurse,” Wol-
fram said.

The college recently completed
a needs survey which indicated
a demand for an evening associ-
ate degree nursing program, she
said. Program coordinator Shelly
Rodenbeck said that not all stu-
dents are able to attend school five
days a week because of daycare
or the need to work to support a

family.

“The student who enrolls in
this program will benefit by being
able to continue to work full-time
while benefiting from a smaller
classroom environment,” said
Rodenbeck.

“CCC recognizes the need to
continue to produce quality nurs-
ing students. This evening alterna-
tive offers another method to meet
this need.”

Classes for the new program
will be from 6 to 10 p.m. Monday
evenings in the Health Sciences
Building at the college. Clinicals
will be required for each course.
The program is limited to 10 stu-
dents and all applicants must have
a current Licensed Practical Nurse
license.

For information, call Wolfram
at 460-5444, Rodenbeck at 460-
5439 or Trudy Wildeman at 460-
4797.

On the Beat

COLBY POLICE
Tuesday

1:10 a.m. — Check at Walmart.

1:32 a.m. — Report of a moped
westbound on Fifth from Mission,
no tail or brake lights.

2:13 a.m. — Driving under the
influence report filed in traffic stop
in the 300 block of N. Chick.

8:38 a.m. — Provided informa-
tion on the phone to officer at
Chanute Police Department.

10:38 a.m. — Funeral block.
Kersenbrock’s to Beulah Cem-
etery.

2:19 p.m. — Rawlins County
Sheriff’s Office advised of re-
port of vehicle all over the road
on K-25 north of Colby. Rawl-
ins County called back, vehicle
parked, driver seemed OK.

4:28 p.m. — Gas skip from 24/7.

7:02 p.m. — Disorderly conduct
incident.

9:25 p.m. — Two dogs turned
over to Colby Animal Clinic.

10:09 p.m. — Fireworks com-
plaint. Not found.

NOW SHOWING
July 3rd - July 9th

TRANSFORMERS: RE-

VENGE OF THE FALLEN

Starring - Shia LaBeouf
PG-13 2 Hours, 27 Minutes
Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:45
Sunday -Tuesday 7:00
ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE
DINOSAURS

Voices of: Ray Romano &
Queen Latifah
PG 1 Hour 35 Minutes

Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday -Tuesday 7:00

Colby Cinema
1935 S. Range * 785-460-9600
www.colbycinema.com
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Get Caught &'
www.getcaughtrecycling.org
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruises ATBurs - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
LW
AN

Reflexology by Roxanne

Strength. Stability. Service.

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 el CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET Reflexology is the physical act of a.pplying. pressure to the fee.t with §peciﬁc And us.
Phone: 785.462.6999 > = Sl U QUOTES AND OTHER ADS! thumb, finger, and hand techniques without the use of oil or lotion. - That's whatyou can count
Fax: 785-460-0852 e Ii" :f WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU N t k. NEW cli ts!! ' OPEV\IIe' rein thel bl,Js”t‘le_ES
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 “ e WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!! ® orhelping people justlike
‘(; ” \l ‘;:\:‘ OW a lng C Ien S. ° FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES you thlroug.h a” Stages of
VACATION SPECIALS M M i H o / Insurance * Investments ||fe W|th insurance and
s veaas o ;rZOSrH #Nights Round Trip Travel Vi B}/ App(nntntent Only & w financial products. To
ir & Hotel ! : : - LY /A WWw. .
&Ig)'(\‘IEYDWURLD Park Passes, /Ri_r%ﬁotel‘ : ggl(l)g : g : BOOK SPRING */ Gift Certificates Available David L. Browne lllAdriane Sims www.fbfs.com lear more call today.
Ir otel ! | | A ] 550 N Franklin A 550 N Franklin Ay
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air 31,050 § 5! BREAK NOwW! @U _<45 Minute Treatments $25>_ Colby ranklin Ave oy |l Ave (785) 462-3388
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air i $1,500 7 T . . . .
HAWAII Ar&Hotel | $740 | 3| Call e Lo SCd“les' T Auto / Home / Life / Business / College / Retirement
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3 Allspecials may be for specific dates Ll p—— o Y ———— o ——
i i i H H HR 4 arm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des ofnes, . Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des oines, .
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA ' Pers,gdﬁuglf ‘Max 45! and are SUbJECt to avallablllty " ReIaX and Breathe! 785'460' 7929 *Company of Farm Bureau Finané)ialéervices©2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346 e
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PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING || ¢ @‘5
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FAMILY DENTAL
CARE

The Latest Technology and Most

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

/ 4 \\ Opgv® Complete Care Available! _
(800) 61 1 '6735 « Root Canals * Orthodontics Licensed - Bonded - Insured
- : RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
. ¢ Implants * Wisdom Tooth Surgery ) 1-800-536-6642 .
WWW.MmedOWCleaner.net Tamko Shingles Rubber Single Ply
. . New Patients Welcome GAF Shingles 1-785-462-6642  \hite TPO Single Ply
Servmg Colby since 1992! No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail. Wood Shingles Built Up Systems

Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

VISIT

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

Order your granite paver by
July 15, 2009 for installation in
2009. Call the museum for an
order form, email us, or go to
our website under contact us!

*World Class Kuska Collection

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

A new kind of Life

insurance that makes it

worth living

Let me show you how you can protect your

family for less, build cash value or even get
your premiums back if the death benefit has
not been paid out at the end of the level

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates S

“NOTHING TO IT
BUT TO DO IT”

e Painting

¢ Residential Roofing

e Siding

e Commercial Roofing

e Small Construction Projects

*Kansas KIDS Corner

AB-cn- noorl“e premium period_ ' ' *COOper Barn

& CONSTRUCTION Call me today for more information. — {"stare taxm an 8 Wonder of KS Architecture

“NOTHING TO IT BUT TO DO IT” w ) h &
gfne Johnson *Hands on HIGH PLAINS HISTORY
. ate Farm Agent INSURANCE
Adam Bowers Curtis Dulany Colby, KS 67701 = b
Owner/Operator ¢ D Owner/Operator Bus: 785-462-7525 Prairie Museum Art
785-462-0438 785-269-7324 jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com statefarm.com®
Colby, KS B Brewster, KS Thomas County Historical Society 9-5 M-F
/ Return of Premium policy series 08025 in all states except A08025 in W1 and not available in CA, FL, 1905 S. Franklin  Colby, KS 67701 1-5 Sat. & Sun

MD, MN, NH, NY, NC, OR, PA, UT, VT, and WA.

State Farm Life Insurance Company , Bloomington, IL (Not licensed in MA, NY and WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI), Bloomington, IL

»

vt Licensed and Insured %
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785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

WWW.prairiemuseum.org

Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays
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