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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/16

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 7/15

The Art of Circumvention
The finesse is undoubtedly a vital weapon in 

declarer’s arsenal, but it is a play that most de-
clarers use far more often than they should. If 
there is an alternative that raises the chances of 
making the contract to better than 50-50, the fi-
nesse should ordinarily not be employed.

Take this deal where South starts with 11 sure 
tricks – three spades, a heart, four diamonds and 
three clubs – and must find a 12th to make his 
slam.

At first glance, it appears that the extra trick 
will have to come from either a 3-3 division of 
the missing clubs or, failing that, a successful 
heart finesse. But a third possibility exists, and 
South should keep it in mind as he proceeds.

Declarer starts by taking the club lead with the 
king and cashing four diamond tricks, discarding 
a heart from dummy as East discards a spade and 
a heart. Next he plays the A-K-Q of spades, West 
discarding a heart on the third round.

South now turns his attention to clubs, cash-
ing the queen and leading to dummy’s ace as 
East lets go of another heart on the third club. 
With the clubs failing to divide evenly, it might 
seem that the heart finesse must now be taken. 
But if declarer has been doing his homework, he 
should realize that he has much better than a 50-
50 chance to make the slam. In fact, he has a sure 
thing!

Only three tricks remain to be played. West is 
known to have one club left and is also known to 
have no more spades or diamonds. His two re-
maining cards are therefore hearts. Whether one 
of them is the king is not known, but that doesn’t 
matter in the slightest.

At trick 11, declarer leads dummy’s last club. 
West has no choice but to win and return a heart 
into South’s A-Q, and the slam is home.

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I know what it is like to not 
be popular. When I was a kid, I wore thick glass-
es and was not very athletic. What saved me was 
a talent in art. But I’m looking at my own child 
now. She’s a sweet little thing but very shy and 
not into the beauty pageant circuit. She doesn’t 
have a special interest or talent that I know of, 
and yet I am desperate to find something for her 
to shine in. What should I do now to help her be-
come more popular? – D.S.

Dear D.S.: First off, you should redefine what 
you consider popular -- or at least what you want 
your daughter to be popular for. Do you really 
want her to run with the beauty pageant crowd? 
What will your daughter learn in that circle? Kids 
naturally gravitate to other kids they have some-
thing in common with. Your little girl probably 
doesn’t want to be around the beauty queens be-
cause it doesn’t appeal to her.

Just because she hasn’t shown any special in-
terests yet is no need to think your daughter is 
doomed to a dreary childhood. Sometimes it takes 
a while for kids to find out what they like. Maybe 
it’s time to open up her world a little bit. After all, 
anyone’s options are limited to what they know 
and see. Do some experimenting. Maybe a trip 
to a museum might awaken interest in art. A day 
trip to the zoo could start a child on the road to 
being a vet. No matter what, the more you pres-
ent, the more she has to choose from. Too often, 
we define our world narrowly. If your daughter’s 
choices are limited only by her imagination, she 
will no doubt be successful in her life.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am a single guy who likes 
to have a good time. I met a cool girl and want to 
focus on her, but she surprised me last weekend. 
We rented a boat for a couple of hours, and she 
ended up sitting glued to the spot for two hours! 
She wouldn’t even take off her life vest when we 
were anchored. I asked her what was up, and she 
said she has always been afraid of boats. Does 
this mean she’s going to be nuts? – H.T.

Dear H.T.: Before you decide to throw the 
whole thing overboard, take a look at the big pic-
ture from shoreline. We all have bugaboos that 
manifest themselves at various times. A person 
who is afraid of insects, for instance, is not going 
to freak out until confronted with a big, hairy spi-
der. Her behavior doesn’t mean she’s going to be 
– as you call it – “nuts,” it just means that if you 
decide to pursue this relationship, it might not be 
the type you seem to be looking for.

You need to find out just what her parameters 
are for a “good time” – and see if they can jibe 
with yours. It may be that for whatever reason she 
has a fear of being on the water, but would have 
no problem skydiving or hang-gliding. Find out 
what activities you can share together that won’t 
leave one of you frozen in fear. In any relation-
ship, a couple needs to find a common ground. 
If you can’t agree on what’s fun, it doesn’t make 
one person sane and the other one “nuts” -- it just 
means you simply may be incompatible. It’s up 
to you to decide.

(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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Will daughter
be a wallflower?

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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