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Dear A.K.: It is great that you're self-aware
enough to recognize this fault in yourself and to
try to do what you can to prevent your son from
going through the same thing. And, indeed, start-
ing early certainly will help, since perseverance
can be built throughout life. At this stage, it is
helpful to allow your son to find things he enjoys,
and not force him to do every activity under the
sun. That being said, you should expose him to a
variety of activities to allow him to find the one
or two that really spark a passion in him.

Constructive criticism, and teaching your son
how to give and receive it, also can help main-
tain your son’s sense of motivation. Children
also learn from their parents’ behavior, so your
own ability to persevere in the face of obstacles
will help your son learn that this is to be valued,
and attempt to copy it. This also should give you
more motivation to progress in this area. You can
inspire your son by giving him challenges and
encouraging him. Succeeding in the face of an
obstacle will provide gratification, and your son
will continue the behavior that led to it.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My girlfriends from col-
lege and I have an annual reunion, and recently
it’s gotten awkward because they are all married
and I am not. I’'m not overly sensitive, I don’t
think, but it makes me uncomfortable when they
all have their husbands there and I’'m alone. I also
miss spending time with my friends, because it’s
not the same when the husbands are there. How
can I bring this up without sounding like I don’t
like my friends’ husbands? — C.G.

Dear C.G.: It can be hard to negotiate the
commitments of friendship and significant oth-
ers, especially if you find yourself single among
married friends. The best you can do is be honest
with your friends about how you feel. You can
explain that you enjoy getting to spend time with
the couples, but that “friend time” is different, in
your mind, and that you value their friendships
enough to want to preserve that special bond.

It’s likely your friends don’t know you are un-
comfortable, especially if you are friendly with
their husbands as well. Now married, your friends
may forget what it’s like to be the only single one
in a group. Just remember to stress the fact that
you want to spend quality time with them for
this one time each year, and try to stay positive.
This way, when you are in the position of being
the friend with a significant other, your friends
will continue to support you and your choices,
since you were able to work through this problem
openly and honestly.
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IN WHICH ASIAN
COUNTRY IS IT DECREED THAT FOLKS MUST
ALWAYS DON FORMAL NECKWEAR? TIE-LAND.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals T
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PNG! ST ‘” king of hearts and led a club to the queen, on
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The horse shook his head sadly, cashed the ace
of diamonds and A-K-J of clubs, and lost a club
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dfayuol’(],{drswn Of course, a great many spectators had been
)4 watching the horse play. It’s not every day that a
, horse enters a bridge tournament.
One of the kibitzers turned to the horse after
the deal was over and asked: “Why didn’t you
i 3| take the diamond finesse after West showed out
] of clubs? It was surely your best chance.”
“Don’t be ridiculous,” replied the horse. “Who
_ & ever heard of a horse taking a finesse?”
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