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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/30

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 7/29

Oops!
This deal occurred in a women’s pair champi-

onship. The bidding indicates that North-South 
were not gun-shy in undertaking slams.

North’s five-spade bid, following her two pre-
vious forward-going responses, clearly shows she 
did not come from the shrinking-violet school.

West chose a heart lead rather than a club, 
hoping to put declarer under early pressure. (Of 
course, a club lead and club return would have 
quickly settled South’s hash.)

Declarer went up with the ace and drew trumps, 
ending in her hand. She then led a club to the 
queen, losing to the ace. At this point, West re-
alized she could have defeated the slam earlier 
by leading her singleton club. Unable to contain 
herself, she now said, “Sorry, partner.”

This spontaneous remark was not lost on South, 
who naturally concluded that West had started 
with a singleton club. And so, when East returned 
a heart, declarer ruffed, led a low diamond and 
finessed the jack!!

Declarer then played a club from dummy and, 
backing her judgment, finessed the seven. Next 
came the king of diamonds to the ace and another 
club finesse, and the slam was home.

Certainly, South would not have played the 
hand in this fashion without West’s untimely re-
mark. The highly unusual diamond finesse, fol-
lowed by the deep club finesse -- both plays were 
absolutely essential -- would not have been taken 
had West not let the cat out of the bag with her 
comment.

It is interesting to note that West could have 
recovered from her indiscretion had she played 
the diamond queen when South led the five from 
her hand. This would have killed one of declar-
er’s entries to dummy and made it impossible for 
South to take more than one finesse in clubs.

   (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am having a huge argu-
ment with my husband about his job and our va-
cation. We have been planning a cruise for more 
than a year. We also have been saving up vacation 
days so we could take three weeks instead of two. 
Now he tells me we should stay home because 
he is worried about losing his job. If he loses his 
job anyway, we sure won’t be able to afford the 
trip. – R.N.

Dear R.N.: I think your husband probably is 
under a lot of pressure both at work and at home 
– that’s right, from you. Have you thought about 
trying to see things from his point of view and 
working together to come to a compromise? 
What if you go for three weeks, and when you 
got back you realized that your husband’s depart-
ment functioned just fine without him? Or the 
other employees were only taking long weekends 
and he didn’t look motivated to help the company 
through this rough economic time. I know it isn’t 
fair, but that’s the reality – his job could be in 
jeopardy if he goes overboard on vacation time.

Unemployment is nearly at 10 percent, and the 
Department of Labor’s figures are pretty interest-
ing: As workers have lost jobs in the past year, 
those who remain are working harder than ever. 
The national output per hour is nearly three times 
as much as three years ago. So, maybe it is time 
for you to compromise and take the pressure off 
your husband. Try a week’s vacation in a nearby 
location, and save the big cruise. I think you will 
have fun either way, and your husband will have 
more confidence that his job will be waiting.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My family consists of 
two parents and four kids who range from 3 to 
12 years old – two boys and two girls. They get 
along pretty well, except that one has developed 
into a tattletale. This boy, the 8-year-old second 
child, has been making our lives miserable. He 
seems to think he is being good, but I feel like 
yelling at him to stop. Help! – F.J.

Dear F.J.: Whether a person is 8 or 80, no one 
likes a tattletale. But to correct the situation, you 
need to understand why the child feels the need 
to rat on his brothers and sisters. A chronic tattler 
seeks attention. Since your 8-year-old may feel 
ignored, he may have assigned himself the role of 
family cop. Perhaps he wants to set himself apart 
by showing you how good he is in comparison 
with his brothers and sisters.

You don’t want to punish him for tattling all 
the time – he might not come to you when his 
siblings are doing something dangerous. But in 
the case of something as small as “Ricky took 
my video game,” you might want to help him de-
velop his own problem-solving skills. Instead of 
getting involved at first, have your son work out 
his own solution. The most important thing for 
him to realize is the difference between telling on 
someone only to get them into trouble, and calling 
something to your attention that needs interven-
tion. Once he is not rewarded with attention for 
every little thing, he will grow out of his tattling 
phase – and you can have a tattle-free home.

  (c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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