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Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/10

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 8/07

 Famous Hand
This deal occurred in the 1975 world team 

championship played in Bermuda. When the 
United States held the North-South cards in its 
match against Italy, the bidding went as shown.

South made four diamonds for a score of 130 
points, but failed to get to an excellent game con-
tract in spades. Instead of bidding three diamonds 
on the second round, South could have bid three 
spades, which North would surely have raised to 
four.

South was understandably reluctant to make 
a stronger bid than three diamonds because he 
thought it was unlikely that he could make a 
game opposite a partner who had passed origi-
nally. In the actual case, South’s judgment turned 
out to be wrong, since four spades could not be 
defeated. At the second table, with an Italian pair 
now North-South, the bidding went:

The American West led a club to East’s king, 
and East returned the jack of diamonds to dum-
my’s ace. Declarer now led a low trump from 
dummy and would have gone down one had he 
finessed.

	    Instead, fearful of an impending dia-
mond ruff, he went up with the ace and returned a 
low trump, after which there was no way to stop 
the contract. South lost only a spade, a heart and 
a club, giving Italy a net gain of 490 points on the 
deal.

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My sister has been mak-
ing some spare change for the past few years as 
a self-proclaimed psychic. She’s an actress, and 
between gigs she goes to parties, where she tells 
fortunes and does readings, and her business is 
mostly harmless. That is, until she told me of a 
couple who interpreted a reading as a sign to sell 
off all their stocks! She makes a point of not be-
ing too specific, but these people have now di-
vested their entire nest egg because they think it’s 
what the “spirits” want! How can she be sure not 
to mess up? She’s very upset. – G.F.

Dear G.F.: Your sister has learned a valuable 
lesson. When it comes to psychic readings, there’s 
a fine line between entertainment and emotional 
fraud. Usually “messages from the great beyond” 
are innocuous and of the “Your mom/dad is smil-
ing” variety, but sometimes people read some-
thing into it that’s not there. It shouldn’t be very 
surprising: We’re all looking for a good piece of 
advice to help us out, especially in today’s finan-
cial climate, and who better to solicit an opinion 
from than those who can see into the future?

Though it’s against the rules of the game – just 
as it’s bad form for a stage magician to reveal 
how he sawed the woman in half – your sister 
needs to come clean to these clients. She needs to 
inform them of the truth – that she is a performer, 
and what she does is entertainment. It may harm 
her business, but she needs to ask herself if she 
really wants to feel responsible for the economic 
future of an elderly couple. I’m sure “the spirits” 
would approve of your sister’s honesty.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My brother is beginning to 
depress me. He just turned 37 and has spent the 
past 20 years trying to make it big with his band. 
While he is very talented – he’s been writing his 
own songs for as long as I can remember – it’s 
kind of sad to see him playing the same local club 
week after week. I think the time has come for 
him to realize it’s just not going to happen. How 
do I tell him? – C.C.

Dear C.C.: It all depends on just what you want 
to tell him. Do you want to tell him to give up his 
dream of being on the cover of Rolling Stone, or 
do you want to suggest to him that perhaps he 
should take his music less seriously? Either way, 
talking to your brother could be tricky business – 
no one wants to be told they’re a failure.

Perhaps a redefinition of just what makes a per-
son successful is in order. Is your brother’s pas-
sion for music interfering with his family life? 
Does he stick to his music at the expense of his 
wife and kids? It’s one thing to sacrifice income 
when there’s just one person involved, but it’s 
quite another to shirk the duties of being a father 
and husband. If your brother seems happy and is 
balancing responsibility with his art, maybe you 
shouldn’t be so concerned. There are millions of 
musicians who are not considered superstars. But 
for a large number of them, having a platinum 
record is not their ultimate goal – just playing the 
music they love for any size audience is reward 
enough for them. If you remember that what sep-
arates a true musician from a one-hit wonder is 
how long he or she sticks with it, your brother 
will seem like a star in your eyes.

(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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