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Dear Dr. Brothers: My in-laws hate me, par-
ticularly my father-in-law. My wife and I have

| SARGES had our ups and downs, but he’s never been sup-
ATTENT/ON./ / \?g,\ées RESEL‘/ NOT YU portive. He goes out of his way to b’e rude and
RESONATES!/ even downright mean to me. I don’t know of

anything I’ve done to upset him, and I try to be
nice, but nothing seems to work. What can I try
to improve our relationship? — N.H.

Dear N.H.: It’s good that you’ve been able
to take the higher ground. Being nice to some-
one who seems to dislike you can be trying. The
problem is you can’t have the same expectations
of your in-laws as you do of your own parents.
Plenty of people are close with their in-laws, but
there also are many who avoid in-laws. Avoid-
ance can add stress to any marriage, so it is worth
it to patch things up if you can.

You mention you can’t think of anything
you’ve done to make your father-in-law dislike
you. Have you spoken to him about this? Talk-
ing to your in-laws can serve two purposes — you
can learn if there was something you did to upset
them; and you can express the emotions you’ve
been suppressing. Keeping your feelings inside
can lead to an explosion, leading to more conflict.
If you can talk to your in-laws in a calm way,
and explain that getting along is important to you,
hopefully they will understand and agree.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I really don’t like my son’s
girlfriend. She’s mean and manipulative to him,

ing your interference. Depending on the relation-
ship you have with your son, a talk about your
opinions of his girlfriend could help him to see
your side, or it could cause him to rebel and hang
on to his girlfriend even tighter.

You also have to keep in mind that your son is a
different person from you, and he’s at a different
stage in life. Maybe he sees all the things that you
see in this girl, and is with her for other reasons
that you can’t see. Or maybe the situation is en-
tirely different from the small sliver that you see
as a parent. Possibly the most helpful thing could
be getting him to open up to you. It’s possible
that he’s seen what you’ve seen in this girl, and
doesn’t know what to do. You are in a position
where you can give your son advice, if he asks for
it. So all you have to do is allow him the opportu-
nity to talk to you and ask for that advice. Make
sure you’re not reacting in a judgmental way and
your son will be better off in the long run.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: OLD CARTOON ANIMAL
THAT’S BECOMING AN EXPERT AT A POPULAR
HINDU EXERCISE SYSTEM: YOGA BEAR.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals D
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question, therefore, is whether there was any way
for West to know he should shift to a heart at trick
three.

The answer is yes, but it wasn’t West who was
at fault. The blame lay entirely with East, who
gave his partner no help whatsoever on the first
two tricks. When the second diamond was led
from dummy, East knew full well that his partner

BEFORE YOU TAKE YOUR DRIVING WHEN TCANTGOME | ould ruff. He should therefore have availed him-
TEST, T NANTEDTO SAY SOMETHING P W\’TH \MEAN’N,GFUL self of the opportunity to steer West in the right
MEANINGFUL ANDINQPIKIN@JEZEML(/ OR 'INSPIRING, T direction by means of a suit-preference signal.

S0, A USUALY GO WITH Instead of following mechanically with the

deuce at trick two, East should have played a

N much higher card -- preferably the queen. West
DEPT.(F g, could hardly have mistaken this vociferous signal
MOTOR \ as anything but a request to shift to the higher-
VEHICLES ranking side suit -- namely, hearts -- and the de-

fenders would have enjoyed a much more satisfy-
ing ending.
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