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Wayne Bethell of Colby took aim at a target at the Cowboy Shoot on Sunday at the Cactus Creek

Shooting Range near Rexford.

Rockies win one of two games,
hang on to lead in playoft race

MIAMI (AP) — Jorge De La Rosa spared the Col-
orado Rockies from another doubleheader sweep.

Two weeks after De La Rosa won the second game
of a doubleheader against the New York Mets, the
Rockies starter shut down the Florida Marlins 7-3
for a split Sunday night.

The Marlins won the opener 10-3 behind homers
from Hanley Ramirez and Chris Coghlan and a two-
run single by Chris Volstad in a five-run second in-
ning.

A rainout Saturday night forced Sunday’s double-
header.

De La Rosa got his ninth win in 10 decisions as the
Rockies remained 1% games ahead of San Francis-
co in the NL wild-card race. Florida fell two games
back.

“Every win is very important for us now, espe-
cially over this team,” De La Rosa said. “They are
fighting with us for the wild card.”

Clint Barmes and Brad Hawpe each hit two-run
homers as De La Rosa benefited from a 4-0 lead after
three innings.

Barmes’ two-run homer off Rick VandenHurk
gave the Rockies a 3-0 lead in the second. Barmes
drove VandenHurk’s pitch over the American League
scoreboard in left for his 18th home run of the sea-
son.

“Every win we can get is a big win,” Barmes said.
“There is no game we can give away at this point.”

The Rockies increased their lead 4-0 on Carlos
Gonzalez’s second homer of the doubleheader and
sixth of the season in the third. Gonzalez also hom-
ered in the first inning of the first game.

“This is a very good baseball club that we just
faced,” Rockies manager Jim Tracy said. “Their ap-
proach, to their credit, was relentless. We had to work
really hard in the second game to win the game.”

De La Rosa quashed a Marlins rally in the fifth.
After surrendering Emilio Bonifacio’s one-out RBI
single base, De La Rosa struck out Ramirez and
Jorge Cantu with two runners on base.

De La Rosa (11-8) left after two outs in the sixth.
He allowed seven hits and one unearned run, walked
three and struck out nine.

“I felt a little bit tired in the fourth,” De La Rosa
said. “But I made good pitches when I was in trou-
ble. That helped me.”

Hawpe’s two-out, two-run homer off VandenHurk
in the sixth increased Colorado’s lead to 6-1.

VandenHurk (2-2) was replaced after walking
Garrett Atkins. He allowed six runs, five hits, walked
three and struck out nine in 5 2-3 innings.

“I just made mistakes, they swung it hard and hit it
out,” VandenHurk said.

Cantu and Wes Helms hit run-scoring singles in
the seventh to cut Colorado’s lead to 6-3.

The Rockies added an insurance run in the ninth
on Yorbit Torrealba’s RBI single.
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TO THE FIRST 500,000 NEW CUSTOMERS

Act fast here’s your chance to help a friend or family member
become a Schwan’s customer.

IT’S AS EASY AS 1, 2, FREE

1. Go to www.schwans.com/free
2. Order any item $10 or less
3. We will deliver to your home for free

www.schwans.com/free

Existing customers can receive free food by joining our Eat for
Free Program.
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Offering a

The Colby Free Press
is looking for Carriers
in Oakley

Two Routes Available!

$25 Sign-on Bonus!!

(Bonus will be received after 3 months)

For more information call the Colby Free Press office:

785-462-3963 or stop in at 155 W, 5th Street
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Cowboy shooting range
inspired by frontier life

By Andy Heintz
Colby Free Press
aheintz @ nwkansas.com

Mike Shubert is old school. He
likes old guns, open country and
target shooting. He is not too fond
of some of the luxuries of today’s
world.

“We don’t own a stereo,” he
said, talking about himself and
his wife Cindy. “We’d rather own
guns than electronics.”

While walking a visitor through
his self-made Cowboy Shoot at
the Cactus Creek Cowboy Range,
just off of Thomas County Road
BB near Rexford, on Sunday af-
ternoon, Shubert said he couldn’t
think of anything more fun then
target shooting out in the country.

“This is just plumb great fun,”
he said.

Shubert got the idea of creat-
ing a shoot while participating
in “cowboy shoot” tournaments
across the country. In this type of
shooting, he said, competitors use
reproductions of shotguns, rifles
and pistols used in the 1800s when
settlers, Native Americans, pio-
neers, cowboys and lawmen were
living on what was then known as
the American Frontier or the Wild
West.

Shubert spent a lot of time last

winter creating his range. He said
Cindy helped him by drawing pic-
tures of the characters that would
be the designated targets. These
characters included buzzards,
sheep, pigs, a bull, a tiger, a horse
thief, a coyote, ducks, a woman
named Sweet Suzie and two shady
men named Dirty Bob and Stinky
Willy along with their dog Bad
Yeller. In one of the shooting stag-
es, the shooter must shoot Bob,
Willy and the dog because they
are harassing Suzie.

After Cindy had finished her
drawings, they had Wagoner and
Sons cut out the pictures from old
metal and Shubert welded them
together. Cindy and Shubert even-
tually got the rest of the range
completed and held their first
shoot in May.

“It was a thrill,” said Shubert.
“We had made something hap-
pen.”

The shoot has six stages. In
each one, competitors get 10 shots
with a rifle, five with a pistol and
four with a shotgun. Ten seconds
are added every time you miss a
target. The stages are designed
to simulate problems people
had while living on the frontier,
Shubert said.

A few of these include horse
thievery and buzzards and coyotes

attempting to get into the chicken
coop.

Shubert stresses safety to par-
ticipants. They are only allowed
to load their guns at the chicken
station. He had to yell at a few
people, including a reporter who
shall remain nameless, for carry-
ing a loaded gun or for pointing it
in the wrong direction.

“With guns, you have to be safe,
just like you have to be safe with
chainsaws and cars,” he said. “You
have to have safety rules.”

Shubert makes no attempt at
hiding how much he enjoys being
out in the country.

“This to me is like heaven on
earth,” he said as he looked out at
the pasture just beyond the shoot.
“It has been this way for a thou-
sand years. I think of the cowboys,
Indians and pioneers who used to
occupy this land.”

Shubert said the point of the
shoot was not who could finish
the fastest, though contestants are
ranked by time and accuracy.

“It’s a family thing,” said
Shubert. “People can bring their
kids out.”

He said at some point he plans
to build a saloon with a porch by
the range so he could cater par-
ties.

son.

“Both on and off the football field, caring role
models are making a tremendous difference in the
lives of our young people,” Snyder said. “That is
why I ask every young Kansan to join me in this
Challenge by signing up to mentor a young person

Legendary football coaches

compete for state mentors

Kansas State football coach Bill Snyder and
former Nebraska coach Tom Osborne are compet-
ing once again in the 2009 Coaches’ Challenge, a
friendly contest to see which state can recruit the
most new mentors during the 2009 football sea-

today.”

Lincoln.

Snyder said thousands of young Kansans, es-
pecially young men, need a caring role model. In
as little as an hour a week, an volunteer can offer
the support and guidance these youths need to suc-

ceed.

The 2009 Coaches’ Challenge runs from Aug.
1 to Saturday, Nov. 21, when the winner is an-
nounced at the K-State-Nebraska football game in

Over 160 million acres, and counting.

If you’ve ever considered RTK (Real Time Kinematic), now is the time.
Currently over 160 million acres in North America are covered by John Deere
dealer-owned networks, making the move to RTK even easier and more
affordable than before. With the repeatable, one-inch accuracy of RTK you
can reduce your overlaps and input costs, increase your yields and improve
your efficiency levels to get the most out of your fields. Better yet, our networks
save you time and money by eliminating your need to purchase and maintain
your own base station. Visit us today to learn more.

Stop in today for best value package selection!

JOHN DEERE

COLBY IMPLEMENT
405 W. HORTON AVENUE

COLBY, KS
(785) 462-3391

colbyimplement.com

Nothing Runs Like A Deere™

www.JohnDeere.com/RTK
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