1 TNEEE

~ Page 6 Colby Free Press Monday, August 17,2009 *

®

| I | [ [

Parents: know your insurance
before student goes to college

TOPEKA — Sending a student
to college can be an emotional and
trying time. Remembering to pack
everything they will need while
away from home is a challenge.
So is understanding your chang-
ing insurance needs.

“College students across Kansas
will soon be settling into a routine
at their schools,” said Sandy Prae-
ger, Kansas commissioner of in-
surance, “but in the rush to begin
the semester, students and parents
shouldn’t forget their insurance
coverage needs.”

The Kansas Insurance Depart-
ment and the National Association
of Insurance Commissioners offer
these tips to help you review and
update policies to cover your col-
lege student.

Health Insurance

Many health insurance policies
cover dependents who are full-
time students until age 23. Gener-
ally, a student must be enrolled in
at least 12 credit hours per semes-
ter (6-9 credit hours in the sum-
mer) to be considered full-time.
Policies differ, so check.

Know Your Policy

Before leaving home, make sure
your student has a copy of insur-
ance cards and knows about get-
ting referrals and approvals before
seeking treatment.

If you are insured by a provider
network, check to see if your stu-
dent will be outside the network
area while away at school. If your
insurer contracts with a preferred
provider organization, it may pay
benefits at out-of-network levels
if you are outside your network.
Check the plan to find out what
level of benefits are provided.

Student Health Insurance

If your student’s health care
coverage has ended because of
age, or if coverage is limited by
the network service area, another
option is a student health insur-
ance plan.

These plans are sold by an in-
surer that has contracted with a
college to offer coverage to its
students. Not all schools have
such plans.

In general, these plans have
more limited benefits and more
exclusions than traditional plans.
Many will exclude routine exami-
nations and injuries while under
the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Renter’s Insurance

Many students bring thousands
of dollars worth of personal items
— such as electronics, a comput-
er, textbooks, clothes, furniture or
a bicycle — with them to school.
So, whether your student is living
on or off campus, it’s a good idea
to review your homeowner’s pol-
icy to see whether your student’s
personal items will be covered.

Check with your agent to deter-
mine whether your family policy
extends to children away at school.
If it does not, you might want to
consider renter’s insurance to pro-
tect your student’s property.

“Many renters mistakenly be-
lieve that a landlord’s policy on
an apartment will protect them in
case of a disaster,” Praeger said.
“A personal renter’s policy will
pay to replace stolen/destroyed
property with items of the same
type and value up to the coverage
limit of the policy. A landlord’s
policy doesn’t cover a renter’s
personal belongings.”

A Home Inventory

A list of your student’s pos-
sessions — including purchase
prices, model numbers and serial
numbers — will help you decide
how much renter’s insurance your
student will need.

It’s also a good idea to have a
detailed inventory in case of di-
saster, as it will help you and your
student should you have to file
an insurance claim. Make sure to
take photos or video of the posses-
sions, and store the inventory in a
secure, off-site location. Parents
should also keep a copy of the in-
ventory and photos.

To print an easy-to-use home
inventory checklist and get more
tips about disaster preparedness,
visit www.ksinsurance.org and
print the Personal Home Inven-
tory found under “Publications.”

The Big Move

Before you pack all of your
student’s belongings into a car or
rental trailer, talk with your insur-
ance agent about insuring the con-
tents. Ask if your homeowner’s
insurance policy will cover them
before they get to campus. If your
student is going to live off cam-
pus, ask if their renter’s policy
will extend to the belongings dur-
ing the move. If not, ask about a
separate rider in case of accident

or theft.
Auto Insurance

A significant move away from
home can have a big impact on
your auto insurance policy. If your
student is taking a car to school,
check with your agent about the
existing insurance policy.

Ask about the rates for the col-
lege’s city and state before decid-
ing whether to keep your student’s
car on the family’s auto policy. In
addition, the insurance company
should be notified each semester if
the student maintains good grades.
Maintaining a high average might
make your child eligible for a
good-student discount.

Identity Theft

As a college student, your child
may be more vulnerable to identity
theft because of the availability of
personal information and the way
many students handle this data.
This is one of the fastest-growing
crimes in the United States, cost-
ing victims more than $5 billion
annually.

College students are more
likely to be hit by identity thieves
because they are generally unpre-
pared to protect themselves when
the stream of requests for personal
information begins.

Identity theft insurance cannot
protect your student from becom-
ing a victim and does not cover
direct losses. Instead, it provides
coverages for the cost of reclaim-
ing your student’s financial iden-
tity — such as the costs of phone
calls, making copies, mailing doc-
uments, taking time off from work
without pay (lost wages) and hir-
ing an attorney.

Check to see if your homeown-
er’s policy includes identity theft,
and if this extends to your student
living away from your primary
residence. If not, you might be
able to purchase an endorsement
to amend such coverage. If your
student is renting an apartment,
ask if renter’s insurance covers
identity theft, or if that could be
added.

Your Options

For information about insurance
options, as well as tips for choos-
ing coverage, visit www.ksinsur-
ance.org. or www.insureUonline.
org.

On the Beat

COLBY POLICE
Thursday

12:57 a.m. — Security check
downtown area.

10:11 a.m. — Vehicle being driv-
en by child on U.S. 24 west of city
limits eastbound. Not found.

11:40 am. — Dog at large at
1485 W. Fourth. Reporting party
decided to keep the animal rather
than have it taken to Colby Ani-
mal Clinic.

2:05 p.m. — Owner will move
truck and trailer blocking alley
between West Fourth and Fifth.

2:31 p.m. — Welfare check.

3:11 p.m. — High Plains Mental
Health asked that subject of wel-
fare check be brought in for evalu-
ation.

3:28 p.m. — Purse found at Fike
Park, brought to Law Enforcement
Center. Owner notified.

3:29 p.m. — Someone playing
a guitar between Dollar General
and Sonic. OK, cleared National
Crime Information Center.

4:25 p.m. — Stalled vehicle at
Fourth and Franklin moved, wait-
ing for help.

4:58 p.m. — Assisted motorist at
Oasis having vehicle problems.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Thursday

7:13 p.m. — 911 call about a big
tire in the passing lane of west-
bound I-70 mile 61.

7:15 p.m. — 911 call needing as-
sistance with tire in previous call
off a header trailer.

8:41 p.m. — Ambulance request-
ed in Levant for attempted sui-
cide. Two deputies and ambulance
responded.

Babysitters need to know home safety

Each year, nearly 2,100 chil-
dren age 14 and under die as a re-
sult of a home injury. Parents who
take safety precautions around the
home need to make sure babysit-
ters are familiar with them.

“If you’ve installed smoke
alarms and carbon monoxide de-
tectors, practiced your fire escape
plans, stocked a first aid kit and
put safety latches on cabinets and
toilets, that’s great — but these
precautions can all go to waste
if you forget to mention them
to your babysitter,” says Cherie
Sage, state director for Safe Kids
Kansas.

“Even after you find the right
babysitter — a reliable, expe-
rienced sitter with references,

at least 13 years old, preferably
trained in first aid and CPR — you
need to provide them safety tour
of your home.”

Take the time to:

» Show your babysitter where to
find the phones, first aid supplies
and flashlights. Post emergency
numbers by every phone — don’t
forget poison control, (800) 222-
1222 — along with your cell phone
number and itinerary.

* Go over your fire escape plan
and backup plan. Make sure the
sitter knows what to do if the
smoke alarm or carbon monoxide
detector goes off: get everyone
out, meet at a predetermined spot
and don’t let anyone go back in.

e Tell your sitter what areas or

activities are off limits. If your
children will be playing in or near
a pool or playground equipment,
taking a bath, cooking or doing
anything else that requires super-
vision, make sure the sitter un-
derstands that active supervision
means keeping the child in sight
and in reach at all times under un-
divided attention.

e Instruct your sitter never to
leave your child alone — even for
a second. There is no substitute
for constant supervision.

For information about child-
care safety and childproofing your
home, call (785) 296-1223, or go
to www.usa.safekids.org.

BREWSTER
CARRIER
NEEDED ASAP

Carrier Routes Available Now!!

For more information , call Kathryn at 462-3963
155 W. 5th Colby, KS

The 900 pound Gorilla

is waiting to work for you!

He is biggest and most effective
advertising medium in the
Tri-State Region

He works for you in
The Country
Advocate

Reaching 18,200 households with nearly

57,300 readers across northwest
Kansas, eastern Colorado and southwest
Nebraska, the Gorilla packs a punch!

Call Crystal or Jasmine
today at 462-3963.

GIVE HIM A TRI!A
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