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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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SEEZ! NOW, IF YOUR
SHIRT HAD BEEN
BUTTONED, IT
WOULDN'T HAVE

Blondie

® Chic Young
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Wlmn BUMSTEAD!! GET YOLR HHH COME INTO My OFFICE!
| [ FEET OFF THAT DESKY/ WE'RE GOING TO TALK!!
R\ | //v

SORRY, BOSS...
I JUST DO THIS
WHEN I'M
WORRIED )
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Mother Goose and Grimm °® Mike Peters

M4 DOG

JUST LOST HIS JOB
IN THE AUTO

FRIEND

(T DON'T KNOW

WITH MOM, TED. SHE’S SINKING

WHAT’S WRONG

WHAT DID HE DO

SHE’S JUST FEIGNING
HELPLESSNESS LONG
ENOUGH TO LURE YOU

| DIDN'T KNOW THE| PRODUCT
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IN FOR THE ATTACK!
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WHERE DID YOU GET THAT2
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BUT IT APPLIES

Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts
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HMM... NO SCREAMIN®
TUIS TIME

TUHAT'S "CAUSE T
LEARNED To REMoOVE
THE CHAIN FROM THE
ToILET HANDLE EVERY

TME I SHOWER
F [

HELO, ./
JEREMY

M MR. DOCTER AND
T'L BE CONUCTING
YR DRIVERSTEST.
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THEN MAKE ARIGHT
TURNONTO PLUM STREET.
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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

robe plan
shocks a friend

Dear Dr. Brothers: I've been hanging out with
a girl I met at work. She’s very cool and has a
stylish wardrobe. In fact, since we have the same
salary, I was wondering how she could keep buy-
ing all these clothes. Well, I found out when she
invited me to her apartment: She had her dress
tags tucked in and said she always returns the
dress the next day after wearing it! How can I tell
her this is wrong but still be friends? — B.N.

Dear B.N.: You and your friend have some-
thing in common: You both want to have your
cake and eat it too! She wants to be able to have a
large, stylish wardrobe, despite earning too small
a salary to afford it. You want to hang out with
this glamorous creature, change her evil ways
and still have her as a companion. You both are
hoping for a lot. She may be getting away with
her behavior, and this is standard operating pro-
cedure for a certain kind of clotheshorse who sees
nothing wrong with sampling clothes for free.

If you don’t say anything, she will assume that
you endorse her method of shopping. It would be
best to speak up sooner rather than later if you
want to avoid a really awkward situation. Obvi-
ously, you are worried that she will dump you if
you bring up the negatives. Short of offering to
trade wardrobes for variety or asking her to shop
with you at some discount shops, you don’t have
much to offer in the way of alternate solutions.
I don’t think appealing to her sense of right and
wrong is going to work. You have to decide if you
can respect yourself for still admiring her.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have always taken my
annual checkups seriously. I don’t like to waste
the doctor’s time, as I can tell he is busy. So I
save up questions, write them down and try to get
everything answered so I am set till the next year.
But recently, after my routine tests, I don’t feel I
am getting the detailed answers I need for peace
of mind. He says he will call me if anything is not
right, but is that enough? I feel neglected. — L.C.

Dear L.C.: I am sorry you are feeling ne-
glected by your physician, but you are not alone.
Many patients feel they get short shrift, in the ex-
amining room and after waiting for test results.
It is not uncommon to hear nothing. If you can
be reassured by the “no news is good news” ap-
proach, that’s fine, but many who don’t hear start
to wonder if they have been forgotten and their
test results overlooked.

As it happens, those who fear being forgot-
ten as you put it, may have something to worry
about. A new study from Cornell Medical Col-
lege, reported in the Archives of Internal Medi-
cine, shows that failure to report test results to
patients is “relatively common,” and even when
results are abnormal, about 7 percent of those pa-
tients are not notified by the doctor, or someone
at the medical facility. So the squeaky wheel gets
the grease. Rather than worry, be the patient who
gets a promise from the doctor or staff to let you
know the results after your tests, and if you aren’t
called, get on the horn and call them up yourself.
You won'’t be bothering them — that’s their job.
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Bridge e steve Becker

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
S32
¥32
®AKS543
6543
WEST
N®J54
PYKJI98S5
®J96
*A 10

EAST
#Q1098

€Q1087
#7382
SOUTH
AAKT6
YAQI104
2

*2

#K Q97
The bidding:
South  West
I ) 29
49! Dble
Opening lead — six of diamonds.

North
3¢

East
Pass

Famous Hand

If you don’t believe in fairy tales, you won’t
believe this happened. It is said that the deal
was actually played in the early days of contract
bridge — more specifically, in 1927!

South opened the bidding with one spade. Of
course, today we’d bid a club, but in those days
the principle of opening the suit below the single-
ton had not yet been developed.

West ventured two hearts, a hair-raising ac-
tion by present standards, but people were more
sporting in those days. North got into the spirit of
things with three diamonds, but at least he had an
opening bid by South to lean on.

South realized he would be unable to score
many diamond tricks if he undertook a three-
notrump contract, so he tried four hearts, even
though West had already bid the suit. He thought
he’d make enough high-card tricks in the side
suits and low-card tricks in trumps to bring the
contract home.

West doubled, and North, who had no idea
what was going on, passed. West led a diamond,
whereupon South quickly wrapped up 10 tricks!

He won the diamond with the ace and cashed
the king, discarding a club. He then played a club,
losing the king to the ace. Back came a club to
South’s queen. Declarer then cashed the A-K of
spades, ruffed a spade in dummy and a diamond
in his hand.

By this time, South had won seven of the eight
tricks played and still held the A-Q-10 of hearts, a
spade and a club. West had only trumps left.

Declarer led a spade, and West was forced to
ruff and return a trump. South won with the ten
and exited with a club. Again West had to ruff
and return a trump, handing declarer his 10th
trick and his doubled contract.

Those were the good old days!
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Family Circus e Bil Keane
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“...or coloring books or board games

or puzzles or storybooks or...”

Conqeptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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This is a logic-based num-
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ber placement puzzle.
The goal is to enter a num-

ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich

each row, column and 3x3

regionmust contain only one

instance of each numeral.
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Sudoku puzzle is at right. g

Cryptoquip
QCUQ GKUDFIA JUAUXK

YUGGFRM UGKPIO WF

EKKOEFIOM, MKDR KW ECFYC 4

[0

IR

DPMQ XR QCR CKXK'M KXKRM.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A PERSON WERE AN
EXPERT IN EXAMINING LONG, NARROW CRACKS,

WOULD THAT MAKE HIM A FISSUREMAN?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals O

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 41 “Am I my DOWN 21 Science
1 Trophy brother’'s 1 Medics room
room, —7” 2 Grand 23 Mrs. Al
maybe 43 Sock tale Bundy
4 Recede part 3 In the 25 Henry —
7 Bloke 44 Related vicinity 26 “Meet
11 Oil cartel (to) 4 Kreskin’s Me —
13 The 46 Shrivel claim Louis”
Red 50 Unite 5 Duck’s 27 Quite
or the 53 Gripe promi- some
Black repeat- nence time
14 Inaugura- edly 6 Pesto 28 Pinnacle
tion 55 Frat party ingredient 29 Wide-
recitation garb 7 Makes spread
15 “Arrive- 56 Reed money? 30 Ontario
derci” instru- 8 Owns neighbor
16 Faux — ment 9 Noshed 31 Flee from
17 Second- 57 Hot tub 10 Third a crime
hand 58 Break degree? scene
18 Wash the suddenly 12 Bed- 35 Morsel
pots 59 Traps spreads 38 “A
20 Potter's 60 Conger, 19 Occupa- mouse!”
oven for one tion, 40 Boar’s
22 Pinch 61 Mag. for mate
24 Its capital staffers short 42 Clean the
is Riga suds off
28 Twisted Solution time: 27 mins. 45 Back
treat of the
32 Existence neck
33 Ireland 47 Region
34 Talk on 48 “Zounds!”
and on 49 Siestas
36 Get up 50 Trot
37 Blazing 51 Japanese
39 Round sash
pegs in 52 Charged
square particle
holes 54 8 pts.
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