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New stepsister
gets all attention

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am in one of those fami-
lies that someone has named ‘“blended,” but I
call it mashed together. There is no way I would
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker
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ALL BY OURSELVES

looks through me, but what makes me mad is this
new so-called sister of mine (evil stepsister), my
mom is gushing over and making me be “nice”
to. We are both in middle school. Do you think I
can get away with ignoring her in school? — C.C.
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“Where can | buy a postcard?
Grandma said to be sure to
send her one.”

©2009 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

""""""" \ Dear C.C.: I'm sorry you are having to adjust s
9 to a brand-new “sibling” whom you don’t like conceptls sud'Ok:u ° Da've Green
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realized that one half of each of these couples was
my relative by marriage. But today, everything is
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different. My sister has a child, but my husband 3
refers to him as “your” nephew and makes it clear cryptoqulp
he isn’t “really” related. He has no nephews of
his own. How can I change his attitude? — S.J.
Dear S.J.: Just as you remember how you M §X] SERCU MFX UAHRR

were treated, your husband may have very differ-
ent memories. I wonder if you have talked over
his experiences. Chances are his relatives were
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Back off a bit. Your husband might take to be- H
ing an uncle if you let him do it his own way. The
goal, after all, is to have a family in which every-
one enjoys one another. Don’t push your husband
on your nephew, but let him know how much you
appreciate his involvement even though he had a
different experience. When the child starts call-
ing him “uncle,” he may develop a new attitude!

(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A FATHER NOTICES
HIS CHILD GETTING OUT OF BED, I SUPPOSE HE
COULD BE SEEING THE RISING SON.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals T
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This left declarer in a quandary. If East actually
had the king, the winning play was to continue
with a low heart from dummy.

But if West had the K-J remaining, the con-
tract could be made only by crossing to the ace
of clubs and cashing the king before leading an-

PIV‘\EQZUUGN%&QYUEZDGMOS &J%U&O\/EHE\‘I(E other heart toward dummy. West could take the
0 THE MOST AWZING THIS YOUNG MAN king and cash a spade, but since he would have

oF ASASON no clubs at that point (presumably having started
PEMONSTRATION ) with four spades, four hearts and four diamonds),
DRIVING SKILL T HAVE he would next have to lead a heart or a diamond

\EER WITNESZED! to dummy, giving South the contract.

' Declarer thought long and hard, and finally
chose the latter approach. But when he played
the A-K of clubs and led a heart, East produced
the king and cashed three good clubs to score a
well-deserved two-trick set.
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