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National ranking
a Kansas challenge

Given that the state has cut higher education money by 12
percent this year, it took a bit of nerve for Gov. Mark Par-
kinson to challenge the Kansas Board of Regents to push the
public universities to a new level of academic accountability
and quality over the next 10 years.

And Parkinson’s preferred definition of success for Kansas’
state universities is dubious — to improve their “mediocre”
overall position in U.S. News & World Report’s annual ranking
of the nation’s universities.

The magazine’s ranking may be how the college recruitment
and fund-raising games are played. But the list hardly seems
a fair and accurate gauge of how Kansas’ regents institutions
are doing. And reforms that would impress U.S. News & World
Report may not serve the interests of Kansas and its students.

That said, Parkinson’s recognition of the importance of
the state’s universities and desire to improve them was wel-
come....

Parkinson’s proposed means to his desired end also have
merit, including higher admission standards and greater focus
on retention and graduation rates....

A point made this week by new Kansas State University
President Kirk Schulz was well-taken, though: that stricter ad-
mission standards could disproportionately affect minorities,
who are over-represented among those applicants who don’t
meet current qualifications.

In his blunt speech — which was a reminder of how rare
visionary thinking is among Kansas governors — Parkinson
gave the regents and all Kansans plenty to consider, about the
potential role of community colleges and technical schools as
well as the state universities. He even suggested that if the re-
gents present “strategic plans that show an upward path and
the funding needs to get there,” the Legislature and alumni will
provide the necessary dollars.

“My belief is that the Legislature will fund success,” Par-
kinson said.

Maybe. But especially with university presidents talking
about possibly responding to state budget cuts by capping
enrollment, the regents must balance the quest for excellence
with the need for accessibility.

— The Wichita Eagle, via The Associated Press
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Trees grow wonderful memories

Recently, I received a donation request from
one of my favorite charities, the Audubon So-
ciety. They also sent a questionnaire asking,
did you ever plant a tree? climb a tree? have a
tree swing? have a tree house? and other ques-
tions such as that.

This brought up a lot of memories for me, the
same as [ am sure it would for a lot of people.
As it so happens, I have always felt a fondness
for trees because, during my early childhood
days one, of the places we lived in Oklahoma
City had a giant cottonwood in the front yard. I
spent many hours sitting up in that tree during
the warm summer days and just daydreaming.

In fact, since I, like most active children,
would sometimes come up with some strange
ideas, I derived a new method of getting up
into the tree. I tied a loop in the end of a rope
and put my foot into it. Next, I threw the other
end of the rope over the tree limb I wanted to
get to and commenced to pull on that end of
the rope to raise myself up into the tree.

This worked well until I let go of the rope to
grab onto the limb. I missed the limb and went
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falling to the ground head first. My mother
said I was only unconscious a short time. The
doctor said, since I had fallen on the soft dirt
under the tree and not onto something hard, I
didn’t really do any lasting damage. (Now I'm
sure some of you who know me today might
argue that point. However, that’s what the doc-
tor said.)

Later, when we moved just outside of Okla-
homa City to a small town named Bethany, we
could go just up the road from our house to
the home of a family named Krale and play
in the forest that covered several acres behind
their home. In those days, the movies of Tar-
zan, with Johnny Weissmuller and Maureen
O’Sullivan, were popular with all of us, so
we spent our summers running through those

woods, happily climbing those trees and play-
ing Tarzan and Jane.

Here in Colby, Jim built a tree house for
our kids in the large elm in our backyard,
and I think all of our kids will agree that it
gave them many hours of fun when they were
growing up. However, that tree went the way
of many of the old elms here in Colby when so
many of them became diseased and had to be
cut down. We were all sad to see it go, because
it was like losing a member of the family.

Three or four years ago, another tree sprout-
ed up to take its place, so I let it grow even
though I had no idea what kind of a tree it was.
I’m still not sure what kind of a tree it is, so I
asked Sharon Steele, who is a Master Garden-
er. She wasn’t sure, either, but she suspects it
is related to the ash family. However, it really
doesn’t matter to me what kind it is, because |
think it’s a beautiful tree.

Marj Brown has lived in Colby for 62 years
and has spent a good deal of that time writing
about people and places here. She says it’s one
of her favorite things to do.

Health care proposal makes reader sick

To the Editor:

“It is the duty of the patriot to protect his
country from his government.” — Thomas
Paine.

It is every American’s duty to be a watchdog
on everything our government does. Govern-
ment has too much control now, and they are
wanting more.

Our founding documents are simply a set of
rules limiting the intrusion of government into
our lives — basic rules that the three branches of
our government have violated for many, many
and, yes, many years. I hope people are wak-
ing up to the fact that the freedoms they have
always had have been under attack for genera-
tions. It’s not my opinion; it’s a fact that I woke
up to over 25 years ago, and people thought I
was crazy when I tried to talk to them. Now I
hope and pray they are waking up!

There is nothing in the Constitution that
guarantees anyone insurance of any kind. Why
does this present batch of elected officials
think it can be crammed down the throats of
Americans who do not want it and see no way
to pay for it, given that America is broke?

I am sick! I am sick of the “stimulus pack-
age.” I am sick of this Congress spending our
children’s and grandchildren’s future. I am
sick of not hearing or seeing in print all the
changes Congress wants to make with health
care in America. I am sick when I think of
what passage of this bill could mean, not only
for me and my family, but for millions of fami-
lies across America.

If the health care bill had been passed before
now, neither my Dad nor any of my grandpar-
ents would have had any medical treatment
before they passed away. My Mom may not
get the medicine she needs if it does pass!

Medicare (for the elderly) and Medicaid (for
the poor) are broke, so let’s fix them. Don’t
add millions more people to a system that has
grown so out of control. Fix Medicare and
Medicaid before you do anything to the entire
health care system. Private insurance works
for more people than you might think.

Yes, there are glitches in the insurance in-
dustry. So tell Congress to have the insurance
companies put together more comprehensive
and affordable plans, so that more people can
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get insurance that is portable in the job mar-
ket.

Ask Congress, “Where is all this money
supposed to come from?” If they start tax-
ing the big corporations, they’ll just leave the
United States. If they tax the small business-
man or businesswoman, they will have to cut
even more jobs or go out of business entirely.
So, that means he will be taxing everyone?
Don’t we all pay enough, or too much, in taxes
now?

I am sick of the president and this Congress
trying to shove health care reform down our
throats. This bill may sound good to some peo-
ple, but I hope they will sit down and discuss
it with their doctors. Any insurance/Medicare
coverage they have has to be better than some
bureaucrat (who has no knowledge of medi-
cine), sitting up in Washington, dictating rules
to anyone’s personal doctor!

I trust my doctors. I trust God more than I do
someone 3,000 miles away who I have never
met. I do not want my or my family’s health
records to be “online.” It is too easy these days
to hack into a computer.

Yes, I know, Obama and Congress have
backed off the issue for now, but what is go-
ing to happen when a vote is called for on the
floors of the House and Senate? Will the sena-
tors and congressmen/women stand firm for
their respective districts, or will they buckle
under the pressure from the White House and
the president’s cronies?

I hope and pray the Kansas delegation will
stand firm in both the House and the Senate
and say “NO!” to the health care bill in any
form or disguise.

Thank you for reading.

Jari Skiles, Colby

Friends found here

To the Editor:

On Friday, Aug. 21, we were passing through
Colby in our recreational vehicle to reach the
Interstate when it broke down. Lucky for us, a
gentleman stopped and offered assistance. We
now have a friend for life.

Bruce Bandy of Commercial Signs escorted
us into his yard and he and Josh diagnosed the
problem. We had to order parts that wouldn’t
come in for a few days.

Bruce set us up with electricity and water
and told us we could stay put until the vehicle
was fixed. Bruce and his wife Lea even invited
us to stay with them at their home. We have
never known such kind, friendly and hospi-
table people.

The other positive experience of our break-
down was the time we spent in the Prairie Mu-
seum. The Kuska exhibits were amazing, and
we now have knowledge about the first settlers
in western Kansas.

Thanks again to the whole Bandy family.

Sherry and Paul Hepworth
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Write us

The Colby Free Press encourages Letters to
the Editor on any topic of general interest. Let-
ters should be brief, clear and to the point. They
must be signed and carry the address and phone
number of the author.

We do not publish anonymous letters. We
sign our opinions and expect readers to do
likewise. Nor do we run form letters or letters
about topics which do not pertain to our area.

Letters will not be censored, but will be read
and edited for form and style, clarity, length
and legality. We will not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses not pertaining to
a public issue.

Before an election, letters (other than re-
sponses by a candidate) will not be published
after the Thursday before the polls open.
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