
himself,” Johnston said. “No mat-
ter how many endorsements he 
gets, Kansas voters won’t forget 
his extreme record.”

Thornburgh’s endorsement is 
the second from a prominent, 
moderate Republican in the past 
two weeks for Brownback. Insur-
ance Commissioner Sandy Praeger 
gave her support to Brownback’s 
campaign on Aug. 28. Praeger is 
seeking her third term as insur-
ance commissioner after serving 
in the Kansas Senate.

Thornburgh said Republicans 
are uniting as a party for the first 
time in more than 30 years. He 
said the support Brownback en-
joys is something few have re-

ceived, even the popular moderate 
Gov. Bill Graves, who was chal-
lenged by conservatives in 1998 
as he sought a second term.

“And he was the incumbent,” 
Thornburgh said.

Brownback and Thornburgh 
said economic, not social issues, 
would be the focus heading into 
2010, noting that the state’s un-
employment rate is approaching 
historic levels.

Unemployment in Kansas 
jumped to 7.7 percent in July, 
the seventh consecutive month in 
which the total number of non-
farm jobs was lower than during 
the previous year.

“We must grow to get jobs for 
our citizens in this state,” Brown-
back said.
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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly clear, with 

a low around 56. East wind be-
tween 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 82. South wind be-
tween 5 and 15 mph.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 58. South wind 
between 10 and 15 mph.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 84. South wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy 
and breezy, with low around 59.

Labor Day: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 88.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 60.

Tuesday: A 20 percent chance 
of showers and thunderstorms. 
Mostly cloudy, high near 89.

Tuesday Night: A 30 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 59.

Wednesday: High, 76; Low 55
Thursday: High, 86; Low 58
Precip: Wed.	 0.00 inches
	 Thursday	 0.00 inches
	 Month:	 0.00 inches
	 Year:  	 20.53 inches
	 Normal: 	 17.71 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Saturday	 7:16 a.m.	 8:08 p.m.
Sunday	 7:17 a.m.	 8:07 p.m.
Monday	 7:18 a.m.	 8:05 p.m.
Tuesday	 7:19 a.m.	 8:04 p.m.
Wednesday	 7:20 a.m.	 8:02 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)

From “BROWNBACK,” Page 1

785-460-6080
1085 Taylor Ave., Colby

What’s New At the...
Kansas Country 

Store?

Ebroidered T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, 
and Caps with Kansas, Wizard of 
Oz, KU and KSU and MUCH MORE!

Kreative Stitches
Ensign, KS

Business Directory
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

WORLDWIDE  . Vacation Packages . Cruises    Tours . Groups . Flights . Hotels . Trains . Cars 

From # Nights

Max 45

 
4
3
3
5
7
3
3

LAS VEGAS 
DISNEY WORLD
MEXICO
CARIBBEAN CRUISE
ALASKAN CRUISE
HAWAII  
LONDON, ENGLAND 
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 

$250
$505
$450

$1,050
$1,500

$740
$700
$359

Air & Hotel, Park Passes

Air & Hotel
Cruise & Air
Cruise & Air
Air & Hotel
Air & Hotel

Air & Hotel

Per Adult

V A C A T I O N  S P E C I A L S B R A N S O N  

C H R I S T M A S  T O U R

December 7-12
Call for brochure

All specials may be for specific dates 
and are subject  to  availability 

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701
Phone: 785.462.6999
Fax: 785-460-0852 

Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET 
QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!

WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

BOOK HOLIDAY
VACATIONS NOW!

Call for Bus Tours Schedules.

Air & Hotel
Park Passes, Air & Hotel

Round Trip Travel

$800

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

• Root Canals • Orthodontics
• Implants • Wisdom Tooth Surgery

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most 
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL 
CARE

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofi ng Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modifi ed Systems

Licensed and Insured

Adam Bowers
Owner/Operator
785-462-0438

Colby, KS

Curtis Dulany
Owner/Operator
785-269-7382
Brewster, KS

• Painting
• Residential Roofing
• Siding
• Commercial Roofing
• Small Construction Projects

“NothiNg to it 
But to Do it”

Reflexology is the physical act of applying pressure to the feet with specific 
thumb, finger, and hand techniques without the use of oil or lotion.

45 Minute Treatments: $25

Relax and Breathe!  785-460-1929

Reflexology by Roxanne

Now taking NEW clients!! 
By Appointment Only

Gift Certificates Available
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(800) 611-6735

Commercial • Residential • Free Estimates

Being  
there 
is why  
I’m here.
Total average savings of

Let me show you how combining 
home and auto policies can add 
up to big savings. Like a good 
neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, ILP097185 04/09

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com $633*

*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2008 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.
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Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Custom Cabinetry • Counter Tops
Design, Fabrication & Installation

Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing
Shop 462-7843 • Dennis 443-3140

www.toolboxkitchen.com

VISIT
Prairie Museum
of Art & History
9-5 M-F
1-5 Sat. & Sun.
Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays
• World Class Kuska Collection
• Kansas KIDS Corner
• Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder 
   of KS Architecture
• Hands on 
   HIGH PLAINS HISTORY  
• Prairie Museum Art

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

Membership
Individual - $20
Family (at same address) - $30
Lifetime - $1,000

BENEFITS
• Four Prairie Winds News
   letters
• Free Admission to the 
   Museum
• 10% gift shop discount 
   except books
• Yearly historic calendar

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

www.prairiemuseum.org

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

Membership
Individual - $20
Family (at same address) - $30
Lifetime - $1,000

BENEFITS
• Four Prairie Winds News
   letters
• Free Admission to the 
   Museum
• 10% gift shop discount 
   except books
• Yearly historic calendar

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

www.prairiemuseum.org

“Teachers are a big part of this process,” she 
said. “The whole staff works on this.”

After the staff decides on what subjects to focus 
on, Harrison said, they examine how other schools 
have tackled similar issues. They use successful 
programs to develop new procedures to try and 
boost student performance. The district has teach-
er work days planned in September, October and 
November for this purpose. 

They will also look at what new procedures 
that were developed during the last cycle worked, 
which to keep and which to forget. During the 
last cycle, Harrison said, several successful pro-
cedures were developed, including cooperative 
learning, a more intensive version of group proj-
ects that teaches social skills and good teamwork 
habits. Another is “thinking maps,” which teaches 
students how to decide what solution will be best 
for a problem. 

“You don’t just drop everything from the last 
cycle,” the superintendent said.

Successful techniques can be implemented for 
the whole district, one building or even one class-
room.

All of it has to be determined by Jan. 12 so the 
district can begin deciding what kind of staff train-
ing will be needed. The staff will need to decide 
if outside experts will be needed and how ideas 
that have worked in other schools can be adapted 
here. Harrison said they also have to decide when 
to implement each new idea.

“You can’t change everything all at once,” she 
said.

After that, Harrison said, the district will decide 
how to keep track of the new procedures so they 
can know whether or not they are working. This 
will take place throughout each year of the cycle 
as the district monitors how its students are do-
ing.

The improvement program will take nearly a 
year to develop and implement, Harrison said. The 
district will also be going through AdvancED’s ac-
creditation progress report at the same time.

School staff begins program review
From “SCHOOL,” Page 1

Former political rivals
to team up for campaign

SR-71 pilot to visit museum
Visitors to the Cosmosphere are greeted 

by an SR-71 “Blackbird” hanging overhead 
in the lobby. Saturday and Sunday, former 
SR-71 pilot, “Buz” Carpenter will be at 
the Cosmosphere to talk about the famous 
plane. Carpenter flew the Blackbird now 
housed at the Cosmosphere.

At 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
2 p.m. Sunday, Carpenter will offer a pre-
sentation that’s free and open to the public, 
during which he will discuss the Blackbird 
and his experiences as a pilot. After Sun-
day’s presentation at the Cosmosphere, 
Carpenter will talk with people about the 
plane and its features.

Carpenter flew Blackbirds as an aircraft 
commander and later as an instructor pilot, 
with over 60 operational missions. He also 
flew in the C-141, RF-4C, and T-38 planes, 
flying 150 combat hours in Vietnam. He 
worked in the Pentagon and served as Wing 
commander at Ramstein Air Base in Ger-
man during Operations Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm.

He retired as a Colonel after serving as 
the 2nd Air Force Vice Commander, re-
sponsible for all the USAF Intelligence, 

Surveillance and Reconnaissance flying 
assets. He is currently a docent for the Na-
tional Air and Space Museum.

Only 32 Blackbirds were ever made, and 
they were in service from 1964-1998. None 
of the planes were lost due to enemy fire, 
though 12 were destroyed in accidents. The 
plane was designed to be one of the first 
planes not detectable by radar. Unfortu-
nately, radar technology outpaced that par-
ticular design feature.

The great defensive ability of the plane 
was its high speed and altitude. Standard 
evasive action was just to accelerate, which 
made it almost invulnerable to the attack 
technologies of the time. The top speed 
of the plane was mach 3.3 (2,200 miles/
hour or 26 miles/minute). In 1990, dur-
ing a speed test, an SR-71 flew from LA 
to Dulles Airport in 64 minutes. They flew 
faster than a bullet from a standard 30.06 
hunting rifle.

The Kansas Cosmosphere and Space 
Center is a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to enhancing patrons’ knowledge of 
space exploration. For information, go to 
www.cosmo.org.

MARIAN BALLARD/Colby Free Press
Jeff Jay and Fred Britt with S&T Communications removed the cover on a 
fiber-optic vault on Fifth Street on Thursday morning. Jay said truck traffic 
was crushing the concrete cover and it needed to be replaced.

Drive-by digging
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