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Deaths

Ruby L. Eggers

Credit card not required in MA & PA. **HD channels include 5.1 surround sound when available from programmer. Additional equipment required and sold separately. “Dolby” and the double-D symbol are trademarks of Dolby Laboratories. °DVR Scheduler requires Internet access 
via computer or mobile phone and directv.com login. Remote connections may vary. In rare instances, scheduled recording(s) may not be recognized. Only available on certain receivers. Visit directv.com/dvrscheduler for details. *HD DVR INSTANT REBATE: Advanced equipment 
instant rebate requires activation of CHOICE XTRA ($60.99/mo.) package or above, FAMILIAR ULTRA or above, Jadeworld or any qualifying international service bundle, which shall include PREFERRED CHOICE programming package. DVR service ($6/mo.) required for DVR and 
HD DVR lease; HD Access fee ($10/mo.) required for HD and HD DVR lease. LIMIT ONE ADVANCED EQUIPMENT REBATE PER DIRECTV ACCOUNT. SYSTEM LEASE: Purchase of 24 consecutive months of any DIRECTV base programming package ($29.99/mo. or above) or qualifying 
international services bundle required. FAILURE TO ACTIVATE ALL OF THE DIRECTV SYSTEM EQUIPMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EQUIPMENT LEASE ADDENDUM MAY RESULT IN A CHARGE OF $150 PER RECEIVER NOT ACTIVATED. IF YOU FAIL TO MAINTAIN YOUR 
PROGRAMMING, DIRECTV MAY CHARGE A PRORATED FEE OF $480. RECEIVERS ARE AT ALL TIMES PROPERTY OF DIRECTV AND MUST BE RETURNED UPON CANCELLATION OF SERVICE, OR ADDITIONAL FEES APPLY. VISIT directv.com OR CALL 1-800-DIRECTV FOR 
DETAILS. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Pricing residential. Taxes not included. Receipt of DIRECTV programming is subject to the DIRECTV Customer Agreement; copy provided at directv.com/legal and in your first bill. PHOTO CREDITS: 
HBO and Cinemax are registered service marks of Home Box Office, Inc. ©2009 DIRECTV, Inc. DIRECTV and the Cyclone Design logo, FAMILY and CHOICE XTRA are trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc. All other trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners.
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Among the largest national cable and satellite providers. 
2009 American Customer Satisfaction Index,  
University of Michigan Business School. 

No Equipment to Buy! No Start-up Costs!

Switch today! 1-888-327-9062

FREE PRO INSTALL
IN UP TO 4 ROOMS

Complex/Custom installation extra. Handling and delivery fee $19.95.

FREE DIRECTV® HD DVR 
UPGRADE

With activation of CHOICE XTRA™ package or above.*

For a limited time get:PACKAGES 
START AT

$2999
mo.

For the Best TV Experience,

Among the largest national cable and satellite providers. 
2009 American Customer Satisfaction Index, 
University of Michigan Business School. 

Set your home DVR with any  
cell phone or computer.°

Wanted on 
Cinemax®

Offers ends 9/30/09 and are based on approved credit. Credit card required. 
New customers only (lease required, must maintain programming, DVR and/or 

HD Access). Lease fee of $5/mo. for second and each additional receiver.

FREE  NASCAR HotPass  
NEW FOR ‘09

VISIT COLORADO, 
GET A FREE HAT!
Order yours at COLORADO.COM  
and pick it up when you visit any  
Official Colorado Welcome Center.

Offer good while supplies last. One free hat per customer. Must be 18 years of age or older. Some restrictions apply.
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@ COLORADO.COM/hatgiveaway
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• Land Owners - Zero Down. No land okay.
• Limited Credit is OK! We Own the Bank!!!

Easy  Financing!!!
  Manufactured Homes

Call to Pre-Qualify
1-800-375-3115

Zero
Down!

Big Screen TV 
with purchase.

Financing available for land, 
home, foundation & utilities.

800.447.7436         mortonbuildings.com

Kansas State Fair Specials
September 11-20, 2009

Call your local Morton Buildings office today for details and to schedule an appointment, or visit us at the Fair.
Prices and availability vary by location.  Pricing and products subject to change without notice.  Offer ends 9/20/09.  Photos and illustrations 

may contain optional features not included in price.  Certain restrictions apply.  All transactions are subject to credit approval, applicable 
taxes, and other terms . ©2009 Morton Buildings, Inc.  Morton Buildings is a registered trademark.  All rights reserved.

 

Country Craft Buildings

    Size          Starting at
30’ x 60’    -   $12,583 
40’ x 80’    -   $19,279
50’ x 100’  -   $27,489
60’ x 120’  -   $39,998

Annual “White Sale”        Sale Ends 9/20/09
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Petite Tablet 
 with More Calcium 

& Vitamin D3

Helps fight  
leg cramps

For those 
with milk allergies

Fights 
osteoporosis

We’d tell you you’re over 
the hill, but there are
 no hills in Kansas!

Danny Buford
from your family!

Happy  40th 
Birthday 

New novels set off
September season

I hope you all enjoyed Labor 
Day. I had a very active time, but 
this meant my reading went down 
for the weekend. Luckily, I had 
taken a little time to enjoy some 
books in weeks past. 

A pure novel with an interesting 
story line is “The Late, Lamented 
Molly Marx,” by Sally Koslow. 
Molly, the now dead protagonist, 
desperately is trying to fi gure out 
how she died. She is able to watch 
her own funeral and activities 
through the years until she comes 
to a place of acceptance. 

This book provides some fun and 
laughter along the way. Whether 
we are really able to see through 
the years after our death, it at least 
provides the reader an opportunity 
to view circumstances in their own 
lives through a new prism.

The second novel is “Rain 
Gods” by James Lee Burke. This 
modern-day mystery is set in a 
southwest town in Texas near the 
Mexican border. Hackberry Hol-
land, the sheriff, is informed that 
there has been a mass murder of 
nine Asian immigrants in his area. 
Immigration (ICE) and the FBI 
both get involved. 

There is also a couple who are 
involved in the murders, but Hol-
land must keep them alive and still 
fi nd out who actually performed 
the murders and why. Burke 
writes an intense book that you 
will enjoy. He has written 27 other 
novels and is a rare winner of two 
Edgar Awards. 

A third book is about a couple 
who loose a child. “The Weight 
of Heaven,” by Thrity Umrigar, 
goes on to show how the pain of 
the loss is ripping their hearts and 
marriage apart. 

Frank Benton works for an in-
ternational company and is of-
fered a position leading the offi ce 
in India. Frank says no, but Ellie, 
his wife, hears about it and en-
courages him to take the offer. She 
hopes this will help them close the 
chapter of their loss, and begin a 
new chapter of life together in a 
new environment. 

Ellie gets involved in her new 
surroundings and begins to thrive. 
Frank however, learns that his 
company has taken over the pro-
duction of crops from the local 
farmers in the area. There is a 
death and this hits Frank hard. He 
begins to re-evaluate this venture.

Along the way he emotion-
ally adopts the son of their house-
keeper and cook. This changes the 
direction of his life and the book. 
Umrigar, originally from India, is 
able to write this book with excel-
lent insight and cultural authen-
ticity. She has won the Nieman 

Fellowship to Harvard and was a 
2006 fi nalist for the PEN/Beyond 
Margins Award. 

The fourth book is “Natural 
Elements: A Novel,” by Richard 
Mason. This book is about a sin-
gle adult daughter who is work-
ing with her elderly mother. The 
daughter, Eloise, is hedge fund 
manager. She has been in this busi-
ness for years and decides that she 
will invest $130 million in a new 
metal compound that is said to be 
harder than diamonds and thus ex-
pected to become a commodity in 
high demand. 

Her mother (Joan), has seen 
tragedy and pain in her years in 
South Africa. Joan and her daugh-
ter visit there and fi nd Joan’s 
mother’s diary of the Anglo-Boer 
War. This book builds in intrigue 
as problems arise and questions 
surface. I love the historical facts 
and nonfi ction portion of this 
book, which weaves in informa-
tion on metallurgy. 

The Pioneer Memorial Library 
is gearing up for the beginning of 
Story Time for children in the Col-
by area on Tuesday. At 10:15 a.m. 
Tuesday mornings, we have Story 
Time for preschoolers 3 to 5. 

At 7 p.m. Tuesday nights, Story 
Time follows the format for pre-
schoolers but gives an opportunity 
for school-aged children, work-
ing parents and other siblings to 
participate together. At 10:15 am. 
Wednesday morning is Toddle 
Time for toddlers 18 months to 3 
years. This 20-minute program is 
created just for the active toddler.

The library is now operating un-
der its winter schedule. Hours are 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. We close at 5 p.m. Fri-
day and 4 p.m. Saturday. Sunday 
we’re open 1 to 4 p.m. 

Remember to explore our on-
line library catalog. In order to see 
if we have what you want, go to 
www.colbylibrary.com and fi nd 
the link on the left-hand tool bar 
that says Online Catalog. Simply 
put the information in the box, 
select whether you want to fi nd 
a title, author, or search for a key 
word or subject. Then you can re-
view the list of items found and 
quickly look to see if we have 
what you need and whether it is 
checked out or not.  

See you in the library!

•Library
  Links

Melany
Wilks

Leroy and Joan Ziegler, who 
were honored recently on their 
50 years of marriage by their 
children, have received another 
honor from their family.

The couple’s children, Margo 
Baker, Marla Crumrine, Marc 
Ziegler, Marsha Ziegler and 
Marlyn Ziegler, recognized 
their parents with a gift to the 
Thomas County Community 
Foundation. 

The Leroy and Joan Ziegler 
Fund, when completely en-
dowed, will be available to 
make grants to nonprofi t groups 
of the couple’s’ choice.

“Since our parents have been 
active residents of Thomas 
County for such a long time, 
we thought this anniversary 
gift would be a perfect way for 

them to continue to serve their 
community through a grant es-
tablished in their name,” said 
Crumrine.

Foundation makes gift
keep giving with grants Ruby L. Eggers, 78, a Good-

land resident and former craft 
store owner in Atwood and Colby, 
died Monday, Sept. 7, 2009, at the 
Good Samaritan Center in Good-
land.

She was born on March 31, 
1931, to Fred and Mary Viola 
(Lilly) Allen in Rawlins County. 
She attended country school and 
school in Atwood.

In 1947, she and Ed Downing 
were married. She worked for 
Downing Electric of Atwood and 
had a craft and fl oral store in that 
city. 

She lived in Colby in the late 
1980s, and operated Ruby’s Arts 
and Crafts here. 

On April 1, 1991, she and Ev-
erett Eggers married in Bird City. 
They lived on a farm south of Bird 
City. She was a member of the Im-
manuel United Methodist Church 
of Bird City.

Eggers was preceded in death 
by her fi rst husband, Ed Down-
ing, in 1984, and by two sons, 
Ed Downing in 1996, and Fred 
Downing in 2004.

Survivors include her second 
husband, of the home; a daughter, 
Tammy (Mark) Siruta, Farming-
ton, N.M.; a brother, Bill “Doc” 
Allen, Red Cloud, Neb.; and three 
sisters, Dorothy (Wayne) Brown, 
Atwood; Ruth Havel, Oberlin; and 
Betty Jean (Ernie) Wicke, Ludell.

Services will be at 1 p.m. Fri-
day, Sept. 11, 2009, at the church 
in Bird City, with burial in the 
Bird City Cemetery.

Visitation will be from 1 to 7 
p.m. today at the Knodel Funeral 
Home, 202 S. Benton,  in St. Fran-
cis.

The family suggests gifts to 
the Ruby Eggers Memorial Fund, 
in care of the funeral home, Box 
606, St. Francis, Kan., 67756.

Joan and Leroy Ziegler

Robber came back for date
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 

Ohio police say a suspect in a 
robbery was arrested when he 
returned to the home about two 
hours later to ask the victim out 
on a date.

Police say 20-year-old Stephfon 
Bennett of Columbus was among 
three men who robbed a couple 

late Sunday.
Columbus police Sgt. Sean 

Laird says the woman recognized 
Bennett as one of the robbers 
when he returned to ask her out. 
She had a relative call 911.

Police say Bennett was arrested 
in front of the home. 

Program seeks to cut number of Kansas dropouts
MANHATTAN – In compari-

son to the national average – 70 
percent – Kansas’ 89 percent high 
school graduation rate might seem 
like cause for celebration.

This fi gure does not, however, 
tell us the number of students who 
start the ninth grade, but don’t fi n-
ish, or the number of students who 
drop out, said Elaine Johannes, 
Kansas State University Research 
and Extension youth development 
specialist. 

In Kansas, during the 2007-2008 
school year, more than 3,600 stu-
dents dropped out of school, said 
Johannes, who is working with 
a state task force joining public 
and private groups to encourage 
would-be dropouts to join the new 
Kansas DropINs program. 

“Dropping out of school is a 
loss for a child and his or her com-
munity,” she said. “Dropouts typi-
cally have fewer job opportunities 
and lesser earning power, and can 
be more likely to live in poverty, 
face increased health risks and 
choose risky behaviors, includ-
ing drug and alcohol abuse and 

crime.” 
Dropout rates may seem higher 

in urban areas, yet rural areas are 
not immune, Johannes said. 

Several factors may be in-
volved, she said. With the focus 
on advancement and complying 
with national testing standards,  
students may be missing basic life 
skills and the ability to adapt to 
cultural and societal changes.

Some students are overlooked 
and then encouraged to leave 
school, Johannes said, including 
a central Kansas student whose 
frustrations in the classroom were 
later attributed to undiagnosed at-
tention defi cit disorder. 

The Kansas DropINs program 
is based on the premise that needs 
vary – there isn’t a one-size-fi ts-all 
cure – and that students should be 
involved in resolving issues that 
lead to dropping out of school, she 

said. 
Agencies have formed a task 

force and are scheduling meetings 
around the state this fall to encour-
age conversation about issues that 
diminish success rates, she said. 

The idea is to unite state and 
community agencies in a com-
mon goal – education – and the 
meetings are expected to bring a 
diverse group together for discus-
sion. 

School counselors, probation 
offi cers, elected offi cials and busi-
ness leaders are among those be-
ing encouraged to attend, and teen 
council members will help facili-
tate discussions with youths from 
across Kansas. 

The Kansas DropINs program 
is part of a national initiative 
from America’s Promise Alliance, 
headed by former U.S. Secretary 
of State, Gen. Colin Powell. 

State agencies are working to-
gether to involve businesses, com-
munities and religious organiza-
tions to provide what Johannes 
calls “healthy places for youth.” 

“Children need to see a role for 
themselves, learn about opportuni-
ties and build skills that will help 
them succeed in life,” she said. 

Information on the program is 
available at www.kansasdropins.
org and at Extension offi ces. 
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