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Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 9/10

Dear Readers: Many readers have STAIN-
LESS-STEEL SINKS, and we get lots of ques-
tions about how to care for them. So, here are the 
Heloise hints:

• Do not clean with harsh or abrasive deter-
gents.

• Don’t use greasy or oily rags to clean sink.
• Wipe sink down regularly with baby, mineral 

or vegetable oil.
• Spray sink with a mixture of white vinegar 

and water, and buff dry.
• During and after cleaning, always rinse with 

lots of water.
• Don’t use muriatic acid (or any cleaners like 

tile or grout cleaner that contain it), since it causes 
dark stains that you can’t remove.

• Don’t clean with chlorine bleach or use any 
cleaners that have it as an ingredient.

For more information on keeping your stain-
less-steel sinks looking new, check out the Spe-
cialty Steel Industry of North America’s Web site 
at www.ssina.com. – Heloise

GLASS-TOP STOVES
Dear Heloise: I found that the cheapest way to 

clean glass-top stoves is to wet a sponge or dish-
rag, then dip it in baking soda. Rinse and wipe 
dry with paper towels. It gets off burnt-on spills 
with little effort. – Toni Lynch, via e-mail

Baking soda is one of my favorite, environ-
mentally safe products to use instead of expen-
sive cleaners! 

For money-saving hints using baking soda, 
order my six-page Heloise’s Baking Soda Hints 
and Recipes pamphlet by sending $5 and a long, 
self-addressed, stamped (61 cents) envelope to: 
Heloise/Baking Soda, P.O. Box 795001, San An-
tonio, TX 78279-5001. FYI: When baking soda 
is made into a paste for cleaning, it won’t scratch 
most surfaces. – Heloise

FAUCET FIX
Dear Heloise: I have four boys; the young-

est are 3 and 2. Their favorite activity is playing 
outside in the water. Every time I turn around, 
they’re outside turning on the faucet.

I found that a round, plastic doorknob safety 
latch that covers the knob keeps little ones from 
turning the handle. It fits over the handle of the 
faucet, and no more extra running water. – Renee 
Morningstar-Wallace, Springfield, Ohio

PACKING TAPE
Dear Heloise: I keep a roll of packing tape in 

my kitchen. To make resealable packages for 
flour, sugar, etc., I simply apply a strip of tape to 
the package, and a second strip to the top. 

I fold the end of the top strip under to create a 
tab for easy opening. Each time I use the product, 
I can “reseal” the package, and the product stays 
fresh. – Carol Smolen, Las Vegas

 (c)2009 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Stainless sink
likes extra care

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 9/11

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Test Your Defensive Play
This problem comes from the book “More Kill-

ing Defence at Bridge” by the brilliant Scottish 
player/writer Hugh W. Kelsey. The hand is an-
other example of why experts agree that defense 
is the most difficult part of the game.

The correct play at trick three is the queen of 
hearts! You should play the queen even though 
you know your partner has the missing ten of 
hearts (because he did not play high-low to show 
a doubleton).

When declarer ruffs the heart and plays a 
trump, you grab the ace and lead another heart to 
kill dummy’s jack. East ruffs and declarer over-
ruffs, but South later loses a club trick and goes 
down one. This was South’s hand at the start:

[S]	 K Q J 10 8 5 2
[H]	 8 4
[D]	 9
[C]	 J 6 2
Now let’s suppose you had shifted to a diamond 

at trick three, which seems the more natural thing 
to do. In that case, South can make the contract 
with correct play. He wins the diamond with the 
ace and leads a trump to his king. You take the 
ace and lead another diamond.

South ruffs, cashes the queen of trumps, leads a 
club to dummy’s king, ruffs the nine of hearts and 
plays two more trumps to produce this position:

Declarer 
leads the 
eight of 
s p a d e s , 
and you are 
caught in 
a squeeze. 
If you dis-
card a club, 
dummy discards a heart; if you discard a heart, 
dummy discards a club. Either way, declarer 
makes the last three tricks and the contract.

West must be exceptionally alert to foresee 
what might happen to him if he fails to lead the 
queen of hearts at trick three. But that’s the high-
ly demanding type of game bridge is.

 (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

11 Comics CFP 9-11-09.indd   1 9/11/09   11:13:39 AM


