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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Patchy fog after 4
a.m. Otherwise, partly cloudy,
with a low around 52. South wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

Friday: Patchy fog before
9am. Otherwise, mostly sunny,
with a high near 78. South wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 52. South wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 78. South wind be-
tween 5 and 15 mph.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 51.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 83.

Sunday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 53.

Monday: A slight chance of
showers. Partly cloudy, with a
high near 70. Chance of precipi-
tation is 20 percent.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 47.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 76.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 46.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 76.

Wednesday: High, 75; Low 48

Precip: Wed. ~ 0.00 inches
Month: 0.16 inches
Year: 20.69 inches
Normal:  17.71 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Friday 7:28 am. 7:47 p.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Recession may be easing, but economy still fragile

From “ECONOMY,” Page 1

reflected a 25.3 percent surge in
construction of multifamily units,
a volatile sector that had fallen
15.2 percent in July.

The single-family sector dipped
3 percent last month to an annu-
al rate of 479,000 units, the first
setback following five straight
monthly gains.

Paul Dales, U.S. economist at
Capital Economics, noted that
housing starts remain 74 percent
below their 2006 peak and pre-
dicted the housing recovery would
be a very “long-winded process.”

Meanwhile, initial claims for
unemployment benefits dropped
last week to a seasonally adjusted
545,000 from an upwardly revised
557,000 the previous week, the
Labor Department said Thursday.
Wall Street economists expected
claims to rise by 5,000, according
to Thomson Reuters.

The decline was the third in
the past four weeks. The four-
week average, which smooths
out fluctuations, dropped 8,750
to 563,000. Despite the improve-
ment, that’s far above the 325,000
per week that is typical in a healthy
economy.

“The message here is that the
labor market’s healing process is
agonizingly slow,” Shapiro said.

The number of people claim-
ing jobless benefits for more than
a week rose by 129,000 to a sea-
sonally adjusted 6.2 million. The
continuing claims data lags initial
claims by one week.

When federal extended benefits
are included, 9.01 million people
received unemployment insurance
in the week ending Aug. 29. That’s
down from 9.16 million the previ-
ous week. Congress has added up
to 53 weeks of extended benefits
on top of the 26 weeks provided
by the states.

Some economists said the over-
all housing construction gain was
an encouraging sign that the worst
is over for that troubled market.

“This sector is likely to start
adding to growth rather than hold-
ing back the economy,” said Joel

Fake cop caught

* after pulling over mayor

SHREVEPORT, La. (AP) —
Police say a man impersonating
an officer with a flashing red light
in his car has been arrested after
he pulled over the wrong driver —
the mayor of Shreveport, La.

Police think the suspect was us-
ing the in-dash light to maneuver
through traffic Monday night in
northwest Louisiana. Mayor Ce-
dric Glover says he pulled over
when he drove behind him, but the
fake officer then sped away.

Glover says he followed the
car and called police. Daniel Nie-
derhelman, 21, of Shreveport has
been charged with false person-
ation of a peace officer.

Police seized the light and a
handgun from Niederhelman’s
holster. Authorities say Niederhel-
man works for a private security
company, but wasn’t authorized to
use the light.

Booking records did not list an
attorney for Niederhelman.

Kansas casino project
may try for hotel resort

WELLINGTON (AP) A
company involved in a proposed
casino in south-central Kansas
says it’s trying to attract a hotel to
its project but has met with some
skepticism from members of the
state review board that will decide
the project’s fate.

Lakes Entertainment Inc. of
Minnetonka, Minn., is negotiating
with four hotel companies, said
Chief Executive Officer Lyle Ber-
man said. Lakes and its partners
in the proposed Chisholm Creek
project hope to open their casino
in September 2011, but they don’t
have a timetable for the hotel.

Chisholm Creek is the only pro-
posal for the Wichita area before
the Lottery Gaming Facility Re-
view Board since companies that
had been competing for a contract
with the Kansas Lottery combined
forces. The lottery will own the
new games under a 2007 law au-
thorizing a single casino in each of
four areas.

The board held a hearing
Wednesday in Wellington. The
new casino would be built near
Mulvane, about 20 miles south of
Wichita, off the Kansas Turnpike
exit for K-53 highway.

“You say ‘Trust me.” You say
‘It’ll happen,’” board member Jim
Bergfalk of Mission told Berman.

Berman replied: “A hotel is
wonderful frosting on the cake,
but it isn’t the cake.

“We fully intend to do every-
thing in our power to get an out-
side developer to build a hotel
with their financing and probably
with some subsidy and support
from the casino.”

A hotel is a significant issue
for the board because legislators
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envisioned the state having “des-
tination” casinos, large, tourist-
drawing complexes with hotels,
restaurants and other amenities.
They believed such complexes
would do more business — result-
ing in more revenues for the state.

The same issue arose for the
lone proposal in northeast Kan-
sas, where a partnership proposes
to build a casino at the Kansas
Speedway, the NASCAR track in
the Kansas City area. The partner-
ship doesn’t plan to begin con-
struction on a hotel until 2014,
which also led to questions from
board members.

The review board plans to meet
again Oct. 26-27 in Topeka to con-
sider detailed studies on the pro-
posals from its own consultants
and decide Dec. 1-2 whether to
approve the Sumner and Wyan-
dotte county plans.

“If the information we get from
the applicant and our consultants
and all of you suggests the state
didn’t get all it should from this
opportunity,” said Chairman Matt
All said.

The Chisholm Creek partner-
ship plans to spend $125 million
on the first phase of construction,
financing the work with funds
from Lakes and two private in-
vestment firms.

The partnership would spend
$100 million to expand its com-
plex later. It said the expansion
could take 12 years, depending on
market conditions, which board
member Jackie Vietti, of El Do-
rado, said ‘“makes me uncomfort-
able.”

Berman said once the casino
opens, Lakes should be able to get
better interest rates.

Naroff, chief economist at Naroff
Economic Advisors.

Regionally, construction rose
23.8 percent in the Northeast and
0.9 percent in the Midwest. Activ-
ity was flat in the West and fell 2.4
percent in the South.

Builders have been ramping
up because buyers want to take
advantage of the new federal tax
credit for first-time homebuy-
ers. The National Association of
Home Builders said this week that
its housing market index rose in
September, reflecting growing op-
timism in the industry about rising
home sales. The trade association
said its index rose one point to 19,
the highest reading since April
2008.

Homebuilders® stocks jumped
following the release of that re-
port and mostly moved higher

early Thursday. Shares of Beazer
Homes USA Inc., and Hovnanian
Enterprises Inc., were each up
more than 6 percent in morn-
ing trading. Financial results for
homebuilders also were better
than expected in the latest quarter.

The Dow Jones U.S. Home
Construction Total Stock Market
Index has surged since bottoming
in November but remains about 72
percent below the level achieved
at its recent peak in 2005.

Thursday’s reports come a day
after the Federal Reserve said pro-
duction by the nation’s factories,
mines and utilities increased for
the second straight month in Au-
gust, the latest sign the economy
is recovering.

But the economy isn’t improv-
ing fast enough to spur greater hir-
ing. Fed Chairman Ben Bernanke

on Tuesday said the recession is
likely over, though he noted that
the economy isn’t likely to grow
fast enough to lower unemploy-
ment anytime soon.

The jobless rate is widely ex-
pected to peak next year above
10 percent, up from its current
9.7 percent. Some analysts say
that claims need to drop below
400,000 before the unemployment
rate will start to decline.

More job cuts were announced
this week. Drugmaker Eli Lilly
& Co. said Monday that it will
cut 5,500 jobs over the next two

years, 14 percent of its work force,
as it restructures the company into
five business units.

Among the states, Washington
had the largest increase in claims
of 4,546, which it attributed to
greater layoffs in the construction,
public administration, and manu-
facturing industries. The next
largest increases were in Penn-
sylvania, Massachusetts, North
Carolina and Illinois.

California had the largest drop
in claims of 2,751. The next larg-
est were in New York, Wisconsin,
Texas and New Jersey.

Don’t need it? Sell it
n the classifieds Call 462-396
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oRiverside Plaza offers
spacious residences,
state-of-the-art appli-
ances, elegant d@cor, and
unrivaled amenities.
Luxury retirement living.
YouAre Earned It!”

Live The Life YouAe Always Imagined!

RIVERSIDE PLAZA

\Jy,_

600 E.EIm * Salina‘ 785-822-1300 °

N

David Brnwne 1]
550 N Franklin

Auto | Home
College | Retirement

Luxury Retirement Living

www.rsplaza.com

Need a new insurance partner?

Business Farm/Ranch Life

[ 3

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Insurance -« Investments
www.fbfs.com

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

VISIT

Prairie Museum "‘
of Art & History /ll\\

9-5 M-F —
1-5 Sat. & Sun.
Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays

NV

o World Class Kuska Collection
e Kansas KIDS Corner
e Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder
of KS Architecture
¢ Hands on
HIGH PLAINS HISTORY
e Prairie Museum Art

I
Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net
WWW.prairiemuseum.org

What’s New At the...
Kansas Country

Wheat Weavmg
Jenice Elmory
Sharon Springs, KS

Tote Bagsr
\EVE ST
Atwood, KS
785-460-6080
1085 Taylor Ave., Colby

The

Tool Box

Shop 462-7843 »

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Custom Cabinetry e Counter Tops
Design, Fabrication & Installation
Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing

Dennis 443-3140

www.toolboxkitchen.com

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
#%4  CARE
- & The Latest Technology and Most
Oggv® Complete Care Available!

¢ Root Canals ¢ Orthodontics
¢ Implants « Wisdom Tooth Surgery

New Patients Welcome

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

Per Adult

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Crmses‘Tnurs Groups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 p '%%/ﬁ‘/"v CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET

Phone: 785.462.6999 pLoNS - QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!

Fax: 785-460-0852 o 7 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 N ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
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VACATION SPECIALS pop Vonigns [ATAUTCIIGTSMIEAY<
LAS VEGAS Air& Hotel | $250 | |
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $$5115 L3 BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel : 800 3 (]
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | §1,DEU 5 VACATIONS NOW’
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise &Ar | $1.500 | 7| T !
HAWAI Air&Hotel | $740 | 3! ] OF gus Lore SCd"'es
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel i $700 3| All'specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA | $350 Max45!  and are subject to availability

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured
1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

“NOTHING TO IT
BUT TO DO IT”

e Painting

* Residential Roofing

e Siding

e Commercial Roofing
e Small Construction Projects

AB.CD. ROOFING
& CONSTRUCTION

“NOTHING TO IT BUT TO DO IT”

Adam Bowers

You know where

one stadium can light up a

?
6

I'M THERE"

Curtis Dulany
Owner/Operator
785-269-7382
Brewster, KS

Owner/Operator
785-462-0438
Colby, KS
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NEW SYSTEM
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In COLBY that's what happens every time
our EAGLES come out to play. That's why
our State Farm® team is proud to support

Jane W Johnson, Agent them all season long.

905 E 4th Street

STATE FARM

Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525 @Q?Zé)

jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

INSURANCE
G

P087057 10/08 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company State Farm Indemnity Company — Bloommgton IL

PROFESSIONAL WINDOVYW CLEANING
(800) 611-6735

www. MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial Re5|dent|al o Free Estlmates
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