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Area artist featured
in museum exhibit

The Prairie Museum of Art and
History is displaying the draw-
ings, paintings, and prints of Hox-
ie artist Diane Pratt in the Garvey
Educational Room.

Pratt grew up in western Kan-
sas, though she was born in Olym-
pia, Wash. In 1999, she earned her
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from
Fort Hays State University, where
she learned artistic techniques and
the use of color while broadening
her ideas.

However, she credits her father,
Zane Frazey, a self-taught art-
ist, with passing on his talent and
early love of art and nature to her.
Pratt says her father taught her to
look at things closely and to be
patient.

“My inspiration usually comes
from songs or poems,” she said.
“When I listen to a song or poem,
usually a certain line will catch my
ear. I try to create something that
represents how the words made
me feel or how I pictured them in
my head.”

Pratt works in pen and ink, wa-

tercolor, acrylic and colored pen-
cil, alone or in combination. The
use of solvents, such as alcohol
and salt, and different manipula-
tives in her watercolor work helps
her achieve unique effects.

She works on a variety of sur-
faces, including paper, canvas,
and gourds, but she adds that her
gourds are different.

“They are just fun splashes of
color,” she said.

Her favorite artists include
Miguel Martinez, Henri Rous-
seau, Diego Rivera, Van Gogh and
Gauguin, and evidence of their in-
fluence is apparent in Pratt’s art.
She loves drawing women’s faces
with halos or animals, like poison-
arrow frogs, because they are so
bright and colorful.

Pratt has taught outreach classes
for Colby Community College,
and has exhibited her work in
towns throughout the state. Her
work can be viewed at the mu-
seum through October, weekdays
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and week-
ends 1 to 5 p.m.

Crickets’ chirping

serves weather watchers

MANHATTAN - You are out-
doors without your thermometer
and wonder “what’s the tempera-
ture?” If you listen to the crickets,
there is an easy formula to calcu-
late it, according to Mary Knapp.

“Count the chirps in 15 seconds
and add 40,” said Knapp, who as
the state climatologist for Kansas,
is a weather watcher herself. “The
result is the temperature in Fahr-
enheit.”

Knapp, who is in charge of the
Kansas Weather Data Library,
said that a Swedish chemist, Sa-
vante Arrhenius described a simi-
lar equation in 1897 to explain
chemical reaction rates and their
response to temperature. Crickets’
chirp rate is controlled by meta-
bolic reactions and is faster when
it is warm and slower when it is
cool.

“But is it accurate?” Knapp
said. “Studies have shown that it
is accurate to within a degree or
two. “You just need to be careful
in counting the chirps, and be able
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to hear the crickets over the noisy
cicadas.”

Information  about Kansas
weather is available on the Weath-
er Data Library Web site: www.
ksre.ksu.edu/wdl/. “Weather

Wonders” audio reports are avail-
able on the K-State Research and
Extension/Kansas Radio Network
site at www.ksre.ksu.edu/radio/.

NOW SHOWING

September 18th - September 24th
HALLOWEEN I

Genre(s): Horror/Thriller
R 1 Hour, 45 Minutes
Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday -Thursday 7:00
SHORTS
Genre(s): Adventure/Family
PG 1 Hour, 30 Minutes
Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday -Thursday 7:00

COMING SOON

The Time Traveler’s Wife
Gamer
The Final Destination
(500) Days of Summer

Colby Cinema

1935 S. Range * 785-460-9600
www.colbycinema.com

Joih any onhe of NEW fun
Non-Smoking

Mixed Couples bowling
leagues!

e Special Short Seasoh
e Bowls every other Sunday at 7 pm

Call now and reserve a spot!
Two couples per team. Starts October 4th!

ColbyBowl

‘ 6 Other CFP 9-18-09.indd 1

1175 S. Range, Colby, KS
(785) 460-2672

colbybowl @yvisitcolby.com

High Plains Art Club

When the members of High Plains Art Club
met on Tuesday, Sept. 8, Margaret Denneler,
club vice president, presented a program about
Anna Mary Robertson Moses, better known as
Grandma Moses.

Denneler said Moses was born on Sept. 7,
1860, in Greenwich, N.Y., and even though
she did not start painting until she was 70, she
did 3,600 paintings before her death on Dec.
13, 1961, in Hoosick Falls, N.Y., at the age of
101.

Moses did some drawing when she was a
child, but never had any formal art training.
She left home at age 12 to earn her own living
caring for the sick in their homes. She married
at 26 and she and her husband lived on a dairy
farm.

Finally, at 70, after her husband had died and
her children took over the farm, she had time
to do artwork for the first time since her child-
hood. At first she did embroidery pictures, but
soon turned to painting because of arthritis in
her hands. Her paintings depict the simple ru-
ral life of her area around Hoosick Falls.

Soon, Moses started showing her paint-
ings in the window of a drugstore, where an

art collector, Louis Calder, saw them in 1938.
He liked them and bought some. This led to
an art dealer, Otto Kallir, exhibiting some of
her work in his Galerie Saint-Etienne in New
York, and this started a chain reaction of her
work being shown all over the world

Many of Moses’ paintings were used on
Hallmark cards. Moses was honored by Presi-
dent Harry Truman with the Women’s Na-
tional Press Club Trophy Award in 1949 and
appeared on Edward R. Murrow’s program
in 1951. Moses also wrote and published her
autobiography, “Grandma Moses: My Life’s
History.”

Moses sold her first paintings at the drug
store in the 1930s for $2 and $3 each, but in
November 2006, her painting, “Sugaring Off
(1943),” was sold for $1.2 million.

After the program, club president Marlene
Carpenter, called the business meeting to or-
der. The Kansas Arts Commission is taing
nominations for Outstanding Artist awards.
The club voted to nominate Carpenter for her
many sunflower paintings.

Secretary Marj Brown and Carpenter agreed
to represent the club at the Thomas County

Community Foundation meeting on Monday,
Oct. 5.

Carpenter announced that plans for the up-
coming watercolor workshop had been final-
ized. Anna Seeber Shaw of Oberlin will teach
the session from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday, Oct. 30 and 31, in the fellowship hall
of the Colby United Methodist Church. Any-
one who wants to attend can contact Brown, at
462-3515 or at mjbrown285@yahoo.com for
information about fees and what to bring.

There was a discussion of plans for the
Christmas luncheon this year. All agreed to
hold it at Montana Mike’s. It was decided
that names would be drawn for gifts, to be art
works of any type chosen by the giver. New
books were passed out by the secretary and the
meeting adjourned.

After lunch together, the members visited
the art show at the museum and returned to the
church to work on their projects.

The next meeting will be at 10 a.m. Tues-
day, Oct. 13, at the Methodist church. Maxine
Nelson will give the program and Brown will
be hostess. All area artists are invited.
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To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.
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Live The Life YouAre Always Imagined!

oRiverside Plaza offers
spacious residences,
state-of-the-art appli-
ances, elegant d2cor, and
unrivaled amenities.
Luxury retirement living.
YouAe Earned It!”

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

9-5 M-F
1-5 Sat. & Sun.

600 E.EIm* Salina‘ 785-822-1300 ‘° www.rsplaza.com

David Browne Ii
550 N Franklin

\J;, RIVERSIDE PLAZA

Luxury Retirement Living

Need a new insurance partner?

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life

College | Retirement
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FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES
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Closed Holidays

of KS Architecture
e Hands on

Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Insurance « Investments
www.fbfs.com

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327
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Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.

o World Class Kuska Collection
e Kansas KIDS Corner
e Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder

HIGH PLAINS HISTORY
e Prairie Museum Art

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701
785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

What's New At the...
Kansas Country
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WWW.prairiemuseum.org
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Tool

1984

Box

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Custom Cabinetry ¢ Counter Tops
Design, Fabrication & Installation
Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing

Shop 462-7843 ¢ Dennis 443-3140

www.toolboxkitchen.com
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FAMILY DENTAL
CARE

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!
* Root Canals ¢ Orthodontics
¢ Implants « Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

" Per Adult

ROOFMASTERS

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruises ATuurs - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
'g(\Au 44;1‘
v X v
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 ,'%,/'w/'. CALLIN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 > s R S QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 <o |t -2 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 AAA/‘ \’AAA WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
AN
S Yvgv Y - .
VACATION SPECIALS pon Voo BRIl RITISMIENTY RESIDENTIAL
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel |  $250 | 4 ;
DISNEY WORLD Park Passes, Air & Hotel | Sets 3 BOOK HOLIDAY -I(;T;kgy?h";gles
MEXICO Air & Hotel | 300 3 Ingles
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air ¢ $1,050 5 VACATIONS NOW! Wood Shig les
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,500 I&W Call for Bus Tours Schedules. 9
HAWAII Air & Hotel | $740 | 3 - ” Metal Roofs
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 3| All'specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA ! $359 Max 45! and are subject to availability

“NOTHING TO IT
BUT TO DO IT”

e Painting

* Residential Roofing
* Siding

e Commercial Roofing

e Small Construction Projects

AB.CD. ROOFING

& CONSTRUCTION

“NOTHING TO IT BUT TO DO IT”

Adam Bowers

Owner/Operator e D Owner/Operator 8 our EAGLES come out to play. That’s why
782":32'2@38 7§5'269'7?<882 Jane W Johnson, Agent our State Farm® team is proud to support
olby, B rewster, K 05 E At Stroet them all season long.
Colby, KS 67701 STATSE
Bus: 785-462-7525 S
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com INsuRANCE
P087057 10/08 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company — Bloomington, IL
R —— o . co——
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Curtis Dulany

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

' (800) 611-6735 \

www. MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential » Free Estimates

e

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

You know where
one stadium can lightup a

hole town?

I'M THERE"
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In COLBY that's what happens every time
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