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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

I’LL GET YOUR | OH, I'MNOT

COFFEE, SIR. | HELPLESS.
T ALWAYS ICANDOIT
DO THAT 2
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WHAT DID YOU DO YESTERDAY
THAT MADE ME SO MAD?

YOU WERE
MAD ABOUT
ANYTHING

[ DION'T KNOW

WELL, | WAS...
NOW I'VE

FORGOTTEN

HI! I HERE To ENRICH THosE
INSIDE WITH My TEACHINGS,
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SOME FELLA OUT THERE WANTS
TO MAKE U5 RICH

Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

OKAY, ALICE, CALM DOWN. WHAT’S
RALPH DOING THAT'S

DO, SAL...
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YOU DON'T KNOW HOW LUCKY YOU ARE
TO NO LONGER WORK FOR RALPH, SAL...

HOUR...

HE DOESN‘T SHOW AN

OUNCE OF GRATITUDE! HE

DOESN‘T ACKNOWLEDGE

MY CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE TEAM!

YOU GET TO RUN YOUR
OWN DEPARTMENT
WHILE I STAY PUT,
DYING A LITTLE BIT
EACH AND EVERY
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BIG DEAL.. ANYBODY
AN DO CAT JOKES.
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Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts

TRENT! LOOK WHAT JUST CAME
IN THE MAIL! MY NEW GEORGE
FOREMAN UNIVERSAL REMOTE !
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AW, THAT'S JusT A aTick!
THAT CAN'T MAKE A TV DO
ANYTHING !

CROAK ALREADY!

HE DOESN'T JUST | OKAY, THAT LAST
ONE MAY BE OUT

OF ANGER.
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Label carton

for cooked eggs

Dear Heloise: After reading a reader’s solution
for STORING HARD-COOKED eggs in your
column in The Palm Beach (Fla.) Post, I was mo-
tivated to send you my system. I keep two egg
cartons in my refrigerator. One contains raw eggs,
and the second carton contains hard-cooked eggs.
The second carton is marked on the narrow blank
side of the carton, in bold letters, “hard cooked.”
This is a no-fail system. — Lila Ann Numair, Del-
ray Beach, Fla.

This is an EGGecellent hint! The quick Helo-
ise Hint? Simply spin the egg — a hard-cooked
(boiled) egg spins, while a raw egg wobbles. —
Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:

Heloise

P.O. Box 795000

San Antonio, TX 78279-5000

E-mail: Heloise(at)Heloise.com

NUT CHOPPER

Dear Heloise: When I need to chop nuts, I just
use my cutting board and my biscuit cutter. My
cutter has a handle on it and is open so I can see
the nuts as I'm chopping them. — Jewell, via e-
mail

WHOLE ROASTED CHICKEN

Dear Heloise: Sometimes we skip down to the
local supermarket and buy one of those whole
roasted chickens, which we dismantle into chick-
en strips for lunch with pickles and chips and
such. Leftover chicken bits go with our Texas
pecan pieces into a chicken salad to graze on for
several days. Good stuff, those roasted chickens,
for a number of meals. Try it, you’ll like it. —
Bobbi and Joe Schott, Castroville, Texas

SAFETY HINT

Dear Heloise: When I have to deal with raw
meat, I put on rubber gloves like you find at a
doctor’s office. It makes handling the meat much
easier and safer. After I’'m done, I wash my hands
with the gloves still on. This takes care of the
mess. — Vicki from Idaho

“LET-US” HELPER

Dear Heloise: Lettuce goes bad before I can
use all of it. So I came up with an idea that really
works for me. I make my own vacuum bags. I
take the lettuce from the original wrapper and put
it in one of the thin, plastic bags that you put veg-
etables and fruit in at the grocery store. I insert a
soda straw into the bag and wind the top of the
bag around the straw. By sucking on the straw,
a vacuum is created, and by twisting the bag as
you extract the straw, your vacuum is maintained.
This will keep lettuce fresh for several days. This
really works well and is very economical. — R.

Schneider, Fairfield Bay, Ark.

Well, we tested this in the office, and it helps
for a short while, but it does not “hold” the vac-
uum seal long. The key is to keep the lettuce dry,
so don’t rinse before storing. — Heloise

EXTRA ONIONS AND PEPPERS

Dear Heloise: When only a small amount of
bell pepper or onion is needed for a recipe, chop
the remainder, and freeze it on a cookie sheet. It’s
ready for next time. — Bette Yope, via e-mail

(c)2009 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge e steve Becker

West dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
NORTH
#8862
¥10863
¢AKQO
L K]
WEST
SMAKIOT3
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The bidding:
West North
1 & Pass
34 49
Opening lead — king of spades.

South
3

East
26

Wriggling Out of the Trap

It is one thing for declarer to master the art of
executing an endplay, but quite another matter
to learn how to avoid one as a defender. Today’s
deal provides an example of the type of collabo-
ration sometimes needed between defenders to
thwart an impending endplay.

South reaches four hearts as shown, and West
leads the king of spades. Let’s first say that West
continues with the ace and another spade, ruffed
by declarer. The ace of hearts is cashed, after
which South plays the A-K-Q of diamonds, dis-
carding two clubs. He then ruffs the nine of dia-
monds in his hand.

By this time, the defense may just as well fold
its tents. Declarer next leads a heart, forcing West
into the lead. West must then either return a club
into South’s A-Q or lead a spade, presenting de-
clarer with a ruff-and-discard. Either way, the
contract is made.

This unfortunate outcome can be avoided if the
defenders cooperate with one another to get West
off the hook. To begin with, East must signal with
the nine of spades at trick one to show possession
of the queen. West must then see the wisdom of
having his partner rather than himself on lead at
trick three.

Accordingly, he underleads his ace at trick two,
East winning with the queen. East then asks him-
self why West has gone out of his way to put him
on lead.

East should reason that the purpose of West’s
low spade lead is to have East shift to another
suit, one that West cannot safely lead himself.
That suit is obviously not diamonds, so East re-
turns a club. Against this defense South is help-
less, and he eventually loses the king of clubs as
well as a heart to go down one.

(¢)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Family Circus e Bil Keane

© 2009 Bil Keane, Inc.

WHEN I'M
JUST GETTING
USED TO HOW OLD
I AM, I HAVE TO

Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“Tell me about it, Dolly.”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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©2009 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty Level
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ic-based num-

ber placement puzzle.

The goal is t

o0 enter a num-

ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich

each row, co

lumn and 3x3

regionmust contain only one

instance of each numeral.
The solution to the last

Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip

©
<
N
w

NIN|W

Slo|N[=|ws[ofo|nn

Zlo|nd|o|o|=|~|w|s]o

OB |WIN|0O[N|=(©

N[O |A~|= W
W= N|O|O1|N|00|©|H
OO A= N[O N O

AWO(NN =[O DO
NOIN[O|w o~ o=

D

NTD BTZ PRGM LB UEGT

NRR WSBTVEH NR USMD XDA

VPLDXJB. LV RXHZ LN AREHI

WD §

HLNNHD WREHJDP!

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: ON THE LOOKOUT
FOR A BUNCH OF SMALL MILK CARTONS, THE
POLICE PUT OUT AN ALL-PINTS BULLETIN.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; N equals T

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 28 Feel DOWN 15 Passbook
1 Remuner- one’s 1 Dorm- abbr.
ation way raid 19 Cover
4 — 30 Sprite prize 20 Store-
Aviv 33 Horn 2 Settled front
7 Java blower down sign abbr.
neighbor of 3 Gave 21 Use
8 Subject rhyme way 22 Hallux
10 Bert’s 36 Thelma’s 4 Poison 23 Slimming
roomie pal 5 Grand surgery,
11 Left 37 0. tales for
13 “Good Henry’s 6 Stone short
Golly specialty (Suff.) 24 Following
Miss 38 Over 7 Spread- orders
Molly” and able 25 Piercing
singer done cheese tool
16 Crucial with 8 Con- 26 Judicially
17 De- 39 Califor- tract clad
nounces nia clauses 28 Move
18 Seek wine 9 Stopped gracefully
damages valley 10 Wapiti 29 Put
19 Not 40 Acquire 12 Starr’s back
SO 41 “Holy gear to
much cow!” 14 Facility zero
20 Rope 30 Run
material Solution time: 21 mins. off
21 Tolerate to
23 Parlia- wed
mentari- 31 Moth
ans variety
25 Eager, 1ot 32 Palin
plus s[v[n|[c portrayer
26 Cage s Tina
compo- 2 ﬁ ; 2 34 Mao
nents GlA[I]L Tse- —
27 Witty AJRINJE 35 Highland
one Yesterday’s answer 9-23 hillside
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