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Sister slaps

baby brother

Dear Dr. Brothers: Our 4-year-old was thrilled
to have a baby brother. She wears a T-shirt saying
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TGOT G / “I’m the Big Sister,” and loves to play Mommy’s
gNiUngsc?r% Aﬁé}; / s $‘OM BREEEL"QTEEHD helper. But now that the baby has been around for
) v O a few months, she gives him “love taps” when

my back is turned. Her little pats are turning into
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slaps and pinches, which make him cry. She says  ost o King;l;eg«ures Synd.
she “loves” him. Help! — S.S. e e eress.com ,
Dear S.S.: There’s no doubt that your 4-year- And one more — FLU season.

old really loves her baby brother — but she may

have other feelings that need to be addressed. :
When the newborn entered her life, she was conceptls sud'Ok:u ° Da've Green
7 5|6

caught up in the expectation and excitement
of the arrival. It’s easy for a small child to get
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3
caught up in the excitement of her parents. But 7 6 1
now things have settled down, she realizes her
Blondie ® Chic Young world has changed. There’s now a little brother, 8 4
and it doesn’t look like he’s leaving!
SEE THIS?/ FIFTY ONLINE - MAYBE THAT'LL ij Her love taps may express resentment. Where 119 3|2
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she once looked at her new baby brother as a new
toy, she now sees him as competition. It’s impor-
tant for you to focus her on protecting rather than
provoking. Let her know she may not hurt her
brother, and help her practice soft touches. Make
her feel important in her special job to be a big
sister, and that it’s OK to sometimes be upset.
When she sees her brother as someone who needs
her, she’ll most likely lay off the love taps and go
back to being Mommy’s little helper.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My little boy has always
liked to draw. He was drawn to the comic strips  7p¢i5a logic-based num-
. as soon as he could hold a newspaper, and buys
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne comic books so he can imitate the pictures. He’s be};l[;lg gZZi?;peZiii —

now going into fourth grade and has told every-
P WHen 1 67 Home From

one in sight he is going to be an artist. The thing
A RAID, I LOVE TO HEAR HELGA

is, I hate to say this, but he still can barely get be-
f?:gz‘éofﬁ%%wggg /" yond stick figures, and doesn’t seem to have any

talent at all! Will he ever get better, or should I try
5 == to point him in another direction? — L.B.

Dear L.B.: While it’s difficult to render a final
verdict on your child’s artistic prospects at such
an early age, having the encouragement of a sup- 3
portive parent can do wonders. Successful artists cryptoqulp
of all stripes share reminiscences of having strong
backing from their mom and dad. It’s not hard to

see why — a child who receives positive feedback N [J7S§ JOTZ 0O Q KVVKE-YI NK

\
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about his artwork is much more likely to continue
than one who is met with indifference.

Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters Even i :
en if your child never develops the chops of
Lo e ] R Michelangelo, there still may be hope for a ca- NUZ JKP G L NU O N E 0 B PZH S

reer. In the past few years, comics have become
more respected by publishers and readers alike,
and are now commonly referred to as “graphic I K K H , G N E O B T Z Q G F G N Z V S @
novels.” The “Diary of a Wimpy Kid” series of
graphic novels — which features characters ren-

dered as little more than stick figures — has made FKN O F 7AY O V BZAY7Z V.

the New York Times best-seller list several times.

Realize that each person’s art is unique. The im- Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE SHY ROCK IS
portant thing for you to relay is that his viewpoint MUCH TOO BASHFUL TO MAKE NEW ERIENDS.

and style are just as valid as anyone else’s. A

child who has someone to believe in him can ac- [FONLY IT WOULD BE A LITTLE BOULDER!
complish great things, even if they look like just TOday’S Cryptoqlllp Clue: K equals O

scribbles to you now.
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Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
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[~— ‘ To A “B.O.R." LEVEL'! EERE /] ROT WHEN 115 Occasionally, declarer may make a play that
| § . By ) =5 1 R L. . 20 Talon 51 Conclu- 8 Speeder snack
‘ T o | THATS RED LIKE THAT} might arouse suspicion that he had peeked into 22 Chic sion spotter 33 Allowing
GREAT, TopD! one of his opponents’ hands. While guch things and 52 Trawler 9 Itflows 35 “Caught
T > have been known to happen, the fact is that most then gear through yal”
o such plays are based more on sound reasoning some 53 They get the veins 36 Omega
M than on ill-gotten information. 26 Assume con- of the preceder
§ Consider this case where South was in three for nected emotion- 38 Adoles-
f L notrump and West led a heart. Declarer held up argu- 54 Shelter less cents
8 his ace on the first two hearts and won the third ment’s Solution time: 25 mins. 39 Wear
3 as East discarded a low spade. sake rP AlY TIE[L away
The outcome now depended on how South 29 Layer . 2 ﬁ T é ; ‘; 'l’ # ‘E3 . 42 Addict
handled the club suit, from which he needed to 30 Slight e . 43 Can.
score three tricks to make his contract. The obvi- amount e o TA[M[N|s Jlls[U]E prov.
31 Author LIEls]s HIE[m|P 44 Minus
ous approach was to cross to dummy and try a :

. . Turgenev ABIRNE NERERE 45 Anti-
club finesse. If it won, 10 tricks would be there 32 Bit of NMOE Rl T8ls quated
for the taking; if it lost, he would go down one. wiAlcllG|r[o[PIEEILIF

Af f 1 : : 1 1 k Wordplay L{I'|T|T|L|E|B[O|Y|B|L|U|E 46 Greet
ter careful consideration, declarer plunked 33 | ascivi- ToluhiTsiemm Richy the
down the ace of clubs, caught West’s king and ous E(N[D[E[DMMN|A p“ villain
finished with an overtrick! 34 Mai — GIE|T GIE|E 48 Insepa-
Since the chance of West’s holding the king 35 Branch Yesterday’s answer 9-24 rable
singleton with five cards outstanding is exceed- [Tz T3 5 Tio T11
ingly small (less than 3 percent), while a finesse

Y4 $>; N 5 j offers roughly a 50 percent chance of success,
J%Q’:{ \\ﬁm,#’ it might seem that South was either clairvoyant [75
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or had seen the king in West’s hand. However,

5 g declarer had a very sound reason for playing the |['8
clubs as he did.
[ South’s primary concern was to try to develop
éhllGUNTA%I;H Figllgl@ the three club tricks he needed in the safest way [?6 [27 [28

possible. He could afford to lose a club trick in |37
the process, so long as he did not lose it to West.
A successful club finesse was therefore not really
necessary to make three notrump, but it would be [37
disastrous if West happened to hold the singleton
king.

There were thus two different chances to make [45 |46
the contract: if East had the king of clubs, or if
West had the singleton king. The play of the ace
catered to both possibilities. 53
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