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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 10/15

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 10/14

Right Bid, Wrong Declarer
The basic purpose of a pre-emptive bid is to 

crowd the bidding so that the opponents – who 
are presumed to have the better hands – will have 
very limited space in which to exchange informa-
tion. Quite often this tactic succeeds in jockeying 
the opponents into the wrong contract. 

West’s four-club bid in today’s deal is a typical 
pre-emptive bid. With seven winners in his hand 
and 100 honors to boot, West cannot lose more 
than 400 points even if he is doubled and goes 
down three. 

Furthermore, if it should turn out that his part-
ner does not provide him with a single trick, the 
400-point loss becomes very worthwhile, since 
the opponents are then almost sure to have a 
game, if not a slam. From every viewpoint, there-
fore, the jump-overcall by West is a sound tacti-
cal measure. 

Consider North’s predicament after the four-
club bid. It is not clear what he should do. His 
actual raise to six diamonds – though a shot in 
the dark – is probably as reasonable an action as 
any. 

The way things turned out, though, North 
should have bid only five diamonds. West led the 
king of clubs, covered by the ace and ruffed by 
East. Declarer later lost a heart trick and so went 
down one. 

However, the outcome does not prove North 
was wrong to bid the slam. In fact, had his partner 
played the hand more carefully, he would have 
made six diamonds. He should have anticipated 
the possibility that East had no clubs, and pro-
tected against it by playing low from dummy at 
trick one, allowing West’s king to win the trick! 

If West continued with a second club, South 
would again play low from dummy and ruff in 
his hand. With the ace of clubs still in dummy 
and available for a heart discard, it would then 
have been a simple matter for declarer to score 
the 12 tricks he had started with.

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My son is shy and not 
competitive. This summer he showed interest 
in learning to play an instrument, so we got him 
a saxophone and lessons. He likes playing, and 
seems interested. Today, he said if he joins the 
school band, he must try out for placement. He 
was crying and wants to know why he must com-
pete. He’s in sixth grade. What do I say? – D.B.

Dear D.B.: Your son has a good point. A lot of 
musicians feel the same way. Some even refuse 
honors because they don’t feel music should be 
competitive. If he fears competition, it’s a good 
time to face that fear head-on, because life is only 
going to become more competitive, and he needs 
to find strength and resolve to cope with that. I re-
alize many schools (and families) have removed 
the trappings of rewarding excellence, and make 
all “winners” for participating, but that doesn’t 
prepare kids for the harsh realities to come.

Your son probably will enjoy band. Sit down 
with the director and let him explain the tryouts 
are the only means he has of listening to all the 
children play and placing them in the seat that 
best fits them and the band. It will be a place from 
which he can strive to improve and not start out 
over his head. In the meantime, he can take les-
sons and play for enjoyment. It sounds like some-
thing he can enjoy for years to come, so give him 
encouragement with his music.

Dear Dr. Brothers: Our family will be proud 
to have our nephew join the Army next year after 
he graduates from high school. It is something he 
has always wanted, although we have no other 
military people in our family. We are wondering 
what steps are taken to make sure soldiers are 
able to cope with the stresses of combat? You 
hear awful things about post-traumatic stress dis-
order. We think he has mental toughness, but he 
may need some help. – P.G.

Dear P.G.: Your nephew is joining up just as a 
new program is being phased in that should give 
all in the military tools in building resiliency. 
There will be intensive training classes in dealing 
with emotions through examination of troubling 
thoughts and beliefs. Such training has been used 
in schools and shown to reduce mental distress 
among children and teenagers. Military officials 
are hoping the techniques will help in their or-
ganizations, where suicides and post-traumatic 
stress are rising. Soldiers will be required to fill 
out questionnaires frequently. This should lead to 
fewer slipping between the cracks of the system. 

You can support your relative and make sure 
everyone keeps in touch. Frequent communica-
tion will help keep him connected and help you 
gauge how he’s doing. Don’t be afraid to talk 
about emotions – long avoided in soldiers’ expe-
rience. There are questions as to whether mental 
toughness and resiliency can be taught. This ap-
proach will attempt to make a difference to those 
open to growth and adaptability.

(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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