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National Weather Service
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with
a low around 44. East wind be-
tween 5 and 10 mph becoming
calm.

Tuesday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 76. North wind be-
tween 5 and 10 mph.

Tuesday Night: A chance of
showers and thunderstorms,
then showers after 1 a.m. Low
around 43. Breezy, north wind
between 15 and 25 mph, with
gusts as high as 35 mph. Chance
of precipitation is 80 percent.

Wednesday: Rain. High near
45. Windy, with a north wind be-
tween 25 and 30 mph, with gusts
as high as 40 mph. Chance of
precipitation is 80 percent.

Wednesday Night: A chance
of rain and snow before 1 a.m.,
then a slight chance of snow.
Cloudy and blustery, with a low
around 30. Chance of precipita-
tion is 40 percent.

Thursday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 49.

Thursday Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 31.

Friday: A 20 percent chance
of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 55.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 33.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 59.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 35.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 58.

Friday: High, 67; Low 28

Saturday: High, 63; Low 29

Sunday: High, 80; Low 40

State sees backlog in Medicaid

PITTSBURG (AP) — Rising unemployment, the
swelling ranks of the uninsured, outdated technology
and the state’s budget problems have led to a backlog
of 12,000 Medicaid applications in Kansas, health
officials said.

A contractor that processes applications for the
Kansas Health Policy Authority is supposed to com-
plete them in two to six weeks, but has taken up to
four months in some cases.

The authority predicted there would be a backlog
but was denied a request to the Legislature last ses-
sion for $1.5 million for extra staff to speed up the
processing work, Peter Hancock, an agency spokes-
man, told the Joplin Globe in a story published Mon-
day.

“We saw this coming,” Hancock said. “We’re not
surprised. We’re disappointed, obviously, that there
are so many people uninsured and it’s taking so
long.”

As of September, Medicaid covered 265,787 Kan-
sas residents, with an additional 38,683 children up
to age 19 covered by the state Children’s Health In-

surance Program, or SCHIP. That’s about 10 percent
of the state’s population.

The backlog is due partly to the state’s rising un-
employment rate, as well as the number of working
people who no longer have health insurance, Han-
cock said.

The unemployment rate in August was 7.1 percent.
The Kansas Health Institute says that 40.9 percent of
adult residents without health insurance worked full
time and year-round in 2007-08.

Hancock contends the state’s “very antiquated,
old, inefficient eligibility system” that dates to the
mid-1980s also contributes to the backlog.

The result, he said, is a “a very labor-intensive
process” of handling the applications.

In September, Kansas received a five-year, $40.3
million grant from the federal Health Resources and
Services Administration to be used to modernize the
enrollment system. Eventually, the health authority
will be able to offer online applications.

The authority has shifted money in savings to pay
more overtime to work through the applications.
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“We know if a student is out
because of illness, it could be
the flu, it could be something
else,” Call said. ““We are report-
ing illnesses to the county.”

In western Kansas, students
in Ness City schools got an un-
scheduled two-day break ear-
lier this month because of wide-
spread illness.

Activities also are seeing at-
tendance dwindle.

In suburban Kansas City’s
Johnson County, attendance is
sparse at the AmeriKick karate

Flu symptoms
keep some kids home

studio. Instructor Jarrett Leiker
counted the students in their
white karate robes and pants
during one class last week. In-
stead of 30, there were just 11.

His father, Bob Leiker, owner
of the school, said most of the
missing were home sparring
with the flu.

The staff is working to keep
the facility clean, he said. They
swab the sinks, the doorways,
the punching bags and especial-
ly the room-size mats.

“We’re old school here,” he
said. “Clorox is our best wea-
pon, and lots of it.”

Fort Hays survey shows Kansas’ stance on
o4 y
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lar, gas, oil and biofuels such as
ethanol. Nuclear energy and coal
tended to be the lowest priorities.

* Respondents were divided on
the question of whether the eco-
nomic benefits of oil and coal pro-
duction outweigh environmental
concerns, with 54 percent saying
the benefits of oil outweighed the
concerns and 52 percent saying
the benefits of coal outweighed
those concerns.

e About half of respondents
were satisfied with the current
level of gun control and legalized
gambling. Of those dissatisfied,
most wanted less legalized gam-
bling and more gun control.

e Two-thirds said they favored
devoting more resources to ad-
dressing illegal immigration.

* A majority, 53 percent, said
they favored teaching both evolu-
tion and creationism in the public
schools, while 18 percent said that
neither theory should be taught.

ecuting all convicted murderers.

* A majority of respondents, 52
percent, said the budget for public
education should be increased and
93 percent said it should at least
be maintained at its current level.

 Support for higher education
was not as strong, with 43 percent
favoring increased spending and
91 percent saying it should at least
be maintained.

In addition to the general trends,
the survey examined issues by de-
mographics. For example:

* Respondents in western Kan-
sas tended to rate the state econo-
my most highly, while those in the
southeast tended to rate it the low-
est. Respondents who voted in the
2008 election, Anglo-Americans,
those in upper income categories
and those living in western Kan-
sas tended to rate the state more
highly as a place to live.

 Preference for teaching both
evolution and creationism was
highest among respondents with
some college classes, while those

ly to be parents of school students,
between the ages of 26 and 45.

* Respondents tending to favor
more gun control were nonvoters,
Hispanics, lower-income respon-
dents and women.

e Support for more legalized
gambling was stronger among
upper-income respondents and
minorities.

e Increased support to address

illegal immigration was more
popular among non-Hispanic re-
spondents and those with lower
levels of education.

The entire survey report, includ-
ing an executive summary and all
the statistical results, is available
on the Docking website at www.
fhsu.edu/docking/, where a link is
featured on the home page.

The institute, created in 1980
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the issues

at Fort Hays State, has become a
leader in facilitating public policy
development for western and ru-
ral Kansas. Today, programs and
services targeted toward regional
development and growth carry
on the tradition of public service
started by Kansas Govs. George
Docking and Robert B. Docking
and Lt. Gov. Tom Docking.
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Alcoholics Anonymous: ESPN [College Football SportsCenter Baseball |NFL Live
Colby 6th Street ESPN2 |30 for 30 [30 for 30 World Series World Series SportsNation
. FAM Beetlejuice Funniest Home Videos [The 700 Club Whose? |Whose?
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Downtown:
Basement of City Hall

8:30 p.m. ~ Monday and Thursday

Sisters in Sobriety:

Share your DIY blooper

www.startrightstarthere.com

Win $5,000

Truelalue.

START RIGHT. START HERE."

HIST |Modern Marvels Nostradamus Effect MysteryQuest The Nazi Expedition Modern Marvels
Basement of City Hall LIFE  [Medium Disclosure Frasier Frasier
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NICK  [Malcolm  [Malcolm  [Chris [Chris Lopez [Lopez The Nanny [The Nanny [Malcolm  [Malcolm
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