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School officials see
problems with suit

The intruder entered the dark house quietly. 
There was good stuff to be had in here.

He slipped along the wall as silently as pos-
sible. But not quiet enough.

The guard sensed something was wrong 
and left her post to patrol the perimeter. She 
had been brought in especially for this task: to 
keep intruders from getting the good stuff.

She struck. There was a short scuffle and it 
was all over. The intruder was dead. The guard 
returned to her post.

It was about 4 a.m. when Molly Monster 
licked Steve’s nose and purred. That was about 
the only part of him she could get at, since it 
gets cold in Colorado at night in a house with 
no heat. 

She purred. She licked. She got kicked off 
the bed, so she curled up in her usual spot and 
went back to sleep. After all, she’s a cat. That’s 
what she does.

We found the dead mouse on the floor in the 
morning.

“Good cat, good cat,” we both said. 
Molly was no longer interested. She had 

done her duty. She had protected her domain 
from intruders. She was ready for breakfast 

and then, perhaps, a nap. After all, she’s a cat.
That left me to get rid of the deceased, and 

carefully, because it was a deer mouse, the 
kind that are supposed to spread hantavirus. A 
hantamouse, if you will. No ordinary domestic 
mouse.

This is the second time in three years that a 
cat has presented us with a mouse during our 
fall trip to Colorado. It’s one of the reasons 
they come along.

The first time we were protected against the 
horror of mousedom, it was April Alice who 
left us a trophy in the middle of the night.

April is our best traveling cat. She doesn’t 
particularly like the 10- to 11-hour journey 
cooped up in a cat carrier, but she endures it 
stoically.

Molly complains for the first couple of 
hours. The first few trips, it was loud, demand-
ing cries. These days, it’s just soft complaints. 
After awhile, however, she just goes to sleep. 
After all, she’s a cat.

I always wait until the last minute to put the 
cat in the carrier, since the trip is so long and 
they won’t eat, drink or relieve themselves dur-
ing the journey. Believe me, I’ve tried to pro-
vide these amenities. I’ve just ended up with a 
mess or a cat under a car — or one memorable 
time, a wrecked train. Don’t ask.

This year, April got a good look at the stuff 
I had piled in the kitchen to take with me and 
promptly disappeared. Molly, on the other 
hand was purring and rubbing my ankles.

Guess who got a trip to Colorado, where she 
spent most of her time finding sunny spots to 
sleep? After all, she’s a cat. And a fair mouser 
at that.

Cynthia Haynes, co-owner and chief finan-
cial officer of Nor’West Newspapers, writes 
this column weekly. Her pets include cats, 
toads and a praying mantis. Contact her at 
c.haynes @ nwkansas.com

Security stops tiny burglar

Our state is in a difficult financial situation. 
Belts are being tightened and programs tasked 
with helping Kansas families are feeling the 
pain. 

We at the attorney general’s office have done 
our part by streamlining administrative costs, 
reducing operating and travel expenses and 
sharing resources with other agencies. While 
many state agencies are able to absorb legisla-
tive reductions to their budgets without gutting 
core functions, tough cuts to the budgets of law 
enforcement agencies jeopardize the resources 
needed to continue protecting families, inves-
tigating crime and prosecuting criminals. 

One example of the serious consequences 
of excessive budget cuts and increased legisla-
tive requirement to law enforcement agencies 
is the DNA backlog at the Kansas Bureau of 
Investigation lab. 

Starting in 1996, the Legislature required 
law enforcement to collect and store DNA 
samples from people convicted of sex crimes. 
This was a step forward in our ability to track 
offenders and solve crimes using DNA. In 
2002, the Legislature expanded the database 
by requiring law enforcement to collect DNA 
from all convicted felons. And again, in 2008, 
the Legislature dramatically expanded the da-
tabase by requiring law enforcement to collect 
DNA from all persons arrested for felonies. 

While increasing the DNA database is criti-
cal, the Kansas Legislature has failed to pro-
vide the bureau with the budget to test and 

analyze the additional 10,000 samples on aver-
age now being submitted each year. The num-
ber of samples submitted jumped from 935 in 
2001 to 14,834 in 2009. The KBI budget has 
not kept pace with these mandates from the 
Legislature. 

On Jan. 12, I sent a letter to the Senate presi-
dent and the Speaker of the House outlining 
the significant backlog of DNA samples wait-
ing to be tested. To be clear, this backlog is not 
one of samples from active criminal investiga-
tions, but from persons arrested or convicted as 
required by the Legislature. The letter outlined 
the backlog problem and a possible solution. 
Part of that solution was additional money for 
forensic scientists and lab space to assist in the 
testing of this DNA. 

Since 2002, the bureau has not been given 
adequate funding to keep up with the dramat-
ic increase in samples being submitted. This 
includes funding to pay experienced foren-
sic scientist competitive salaries. I asked the 
Legislature for help and requested additional 
money. 

Instead, the Legislature cut the bureau’s 
budget — making the problem worse. While 
I recognize the difficult budget situation the 
state is facing, cuts to this agency represent an 
excessive, irresponsible cut that is now affect-
ing the safety of our families. It is an example 
of the serious problem “unfunded mandates” 
can cause for law enforcement. 

The effectiveness of timely testing and anal-
ysis of this DNA cannot be disputed. In the late 
1990s, a DNA sample collected from a con-
victed rapist — Kenneth Wilson — was tested 
by the bureau and entered into the database. In 
2008, the bureau matched Wilson’s DNA to a 
cigarette found at a murder scene in Osborne 
County. Because of that match Wilson was 
connected to the crime scene. I know just how 
important the database is for law enforcement. 
I personally prosecuted Kenneth Wilson this 
year and put him away for life. 

The state is in a difficult budget crunch and 
all agencies are expected to make sacrifices. 
But important law enforcement tools — like 
the DNA database — must be a priority. Law-
makers should understand that there are real 
consequences for cutting the budgets of agen-
cies, like the KBI, which are responsible for 
analyzing evidence vital to keeping our fami-
lies safe. That is why I am asking the legisla-
ture to restore funding to the bureau and help 
Director Bob Blecha and I eliminate the DNA 
backlog. 

Northwest Kansas school officials are on the right track, in 
our opinion, when they question the wisdom of joining in a 
new round of lawsuits by some Kansas school districts against 
the Legislature.

While the last court battle did result in forcing the Legis-
lature to give schools more money, it did so only at a cost of 
millions in taxpayers’ money. It brought about a corruption of 
the government process where the courts wound up telling the 
Legislature how much to spend.

And as we all learned in high-school civics classes, that’s 
not the way it’s supposed to work. Several area school board 
members and superintendents have said as much.

In any event, the victory by a group of “medium-sized” dis-
tricts was short lived. Faced with a rapid decline in state tax 
revenue in the national recession, the governor and Legislature 
have been cutting programs in all parts of state government. 
Schools were protected from most cuts, but wound up losing 
almost $90 million. 

There is another problem. 
A new lawsuit might result in an order to give schools more 

money, but the state is broke. Where would the cash come 
from?

The Legislature would have little alternative but to raise tax-
es. And with thousands of Kansans out of work, and most of 
us hurting after two years of economic distress, who can afford 
more taxes?

The attitude among some school administrators seems to be, 
“Why should we care? We want the money.”

No one doubts that Kansas schools could use more. But any-
one with any sense could see that right now, the state doesn’t 
have it. 

The spectacle of school districts, basically units of state gov-
ernment, using state tax money to sue the state is unseemly. 
It’s wrong. 

It’s our money they’re using to sue us and force a tax in-
crease on all Kansas citizens. 

This year, apparently, the group behind the lawsuits, which 
calls itself “Schools for Fair Funding,” wants every Kansas 
school district to join in a new lawsuit. If anyone really bene-
fits from this, it won’t be taxpayers or, in the long run, students 
and teachers.

It’ll be the sharp lawyers who are promoting the idea of an-
other suit. They stand to make millions, and with that kind of 
fee in sight, they’ll be able to pay the new, higher tax rates.

The rest of us won’t be so lucky. 
It’s nice to see, though, that school officials out here not only 

see the problems with this, but care about the impact of a law-
suit on taxpayers and our system of state government. We urge 
them all to stay clear of this mess.

 — Steve Haynes Budget cut causes backlog of evidence
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of the author.

We do not publish anonymous letters. We sign our opinions and 
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   U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20510.  (202) 224-4774
   U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.  (202) 224-6521
   U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2202 Rayburn House Office 
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7676   e-mail: jmorriso@ink.org  
web: www.morrisonfamily.com
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