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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 10/22

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 10/21

 Thoughtful Defense
In this deal from a duplicate game, nearly ev-

ery North-South pair bid and made four spades 
even though the contract should have been de-
feated every time. 

At each table, the opening lead was the ten of 
hearts, and East won the first two tricks with the 
king and ace. At some tables, East now shifted to 
a low diamond, West winning South’s queen with 
the ace. Regardless of West’s return, declarer 
then had no trouble scoring the rest of the tricks 
to make his contract. 

At a few other tables, East found a somewhat 
more imaginative return at trick three -- a heart. 
This was done in the hope of promoting a trump 
trick for West, and though the operation was a 
success, the patient still died. At these tables, de-
clarer simply ruffed the heart with the queen of 
spades and discarded dummy’s diamond. West 
later scored a trick with the jack of spades, but 
that was all. 

At one table, though, East gave much greater 
thought to his play at trick three. He reasoned that 
West might have a natural trump trick, or a trump 
that could be promoted, but that this would not 
be sufficient to defeat the contract. If the hand 
could be set, the defense also would need to col-
lect a diamond trick. This in turn meant that West 
would have to have the ace of diamonds -- cer-
tainly not an impossibility on the bidding. 

But to assure getting a diamond trick, it was 
necessary that it be taken before a heart was led 
for the reason we have already seen. East there-
fore laid down the diamond king at trick three 
and, after it held, then led a heart. Now the jig 
was up -- declarer had to lose a trump trick, and 
the contract went down one.

   (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I find myself in a miser-
able position. My 13-year-old is bent on becom-
ing a television newsperson or weather girl. She’s 
never wanted anything but to be on TV. The prob-
lem is, she has what people call a “radio face.” I 
know that’s a horrible thing to say, but I just can’t 
see anyone hiring her for her looks. She doesn’t 
seem to notice that she doesn’t look like those on 
the news. How can I help her plan? – G.H.

Dear G.H.: You need to be very careful. You 
not only are harshly judging your daughter’s looks 
– which can lead to her having low self-esteem – 
but you also are coming down quite hard on her 
dreams. One of the most abusive acts parents can 
commit is to limit their children’s imagination 
and hopes for the future. It’s one thing to be real-
istic, but it’s quite another to be destructive.

A child who is raised by nurturing parents 
often can accomplish great things. You have to 
realize how powerful your opinions are to your 
13-year-old – if her own mother doesn’t believe 
she’s good enough or pretty enough to be a TV 
newscaster, your daughter soon will share your 
opinion of herself. Children look to parents for 
support, not criticism. Decide if you want your 
daughter to believe in herself and have a healthy 
self-image, or grow up to be an insecure mess. 
The world is harsh enough without having your 
parents not be on your side – you’re not making 
her life any easier by not supporting her. Instead 
of changing her plans, you need to change your 
attitude, and do so quickly. She may surprise you 
with her abilities as others believe in her.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have fond memories of 
running around the neighborhood with a gang of 
boys when I was young. We built a treehouse, No 
Girls Allowed, and all that stuff. Well, now my 
8-year-old grandson, who I am raising, wants to 
do the same sort of thing. But he’s getting all kinds 
of flak at school from girls, and from parents in 
the neighborhood. Everyone seems to be against 
old-fashioned fun. How do I help my grandson 
and his pals get their plan going? – D.N.

Dear D.N.: There’s nothing wrong with 8-year-
old boys starting a “No Girls Allowed” club. The 
idea of having a secret place to get away from all 
those “icky” girls goes back to when boys learned 
to climb trees. Too often, we project mature mind-
sets onto children – telling them what’s accept-
able and what’s not. But the world of adults and 
that of children are different. An adult all-men’s 
club might be discriminatory, but these boys are a 
long way from worrying about such things.

It’s psychologically beneficial for young boys 
to build a hideaway – it provides a bonding envi-
ronment to share the rituals of boyhood. This is 
a safe place, where secrets are shared, stories are 
told, and boys’ imaginations are free to run wild, 
safe from the prying eyes and judgment of the op-
posite sex. Your best bet for addressing concerns 
is to suggest a similar club for girls. Perhaps 
one of those giving you flak can pitch in to set 
up a place. In the end, it’s the feeling of belong-
ing that’s important. Girls are just as entitled to 
a place to call their own. At the same time, have 
talks with your grandson about treating girls re-
spectfully as he outgrows his current philosophy.

 (c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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