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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 10/29

Dear Heloise: I’m going to paint my living 
room, and I want to WASH THE WALLS first. 
What’s the best cleaning solution to use? Thank 
you. – Martha Brooks, via e-mail

Probably the easiest thing you can try is a mild 
solution of baking soda and water. For large jobs, 
mix 4 tablespoons of baking soda with 1 quart of 
warm water in a small bucket. You don’t want to 
use anything too acidic that will react with the 
paint or primer.

Do you want other homemade, low-cost clean-
ing solutions that will save lots of money? I have 
the six-page pamphlet you need! To order, send 
$5 and a long, self-addressed, stamped (61 cents) 
envelope to: Heloise/Cleaners, Box 795001, San 
Antonio, TX 78279-5001. I’ve got solutions for 
carpets, microwaves and even grout!

Painting a room is a good project to freshen up 
your home without spending too much. Here are 
some wall-prep hints:

• Empty the room or use dropcloths to cover 
large pieces of furniture.

• Clean walls so the paint will go on smoother.
• Use primer to cover stains.
• Repair drywall and plug any nail holes. You 

may need to use sandpaper and fresh spackle a 
few times to make the wall smooth.

• Vacuum windowsills and baseboards to mini-
mize dust that could get in paint pans or rollers.

• Use masking tape or green painter’s tape to 
mask off trim work, windows, doors, light-switch 
faceplates, etc. – Heloise

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: When traveling, I dislike folds in 

clothing (which require ironing), so I’ve created 
an easier way to pack without the fold lines.

Choosing the clothes I intend to pack, I lay the 
longest item (usually my robe) on the bed. Then I 
lay my slacks on top in layers. Next, I lay my pa-
jamas or nightie, followed by blouses and sweat-
ers on top of it all. Then I fold the pile in three 
sections to fit entirely in the suitcase.

Plastic bags with shoes, underclothing or toi-
letries are easily tucked into the sides of the suit-
case. – Rose Baiardi, Florida

UNIVERSAL NEEDLE
Dear Heloise: While mending torn bath towels, 

I broke the needle of my sewing machine. It was 
Sunday, and I knew the sewing center would be 
closed, so I went to a department store. I taped my 
broken needle to a paper with my model number, 
etc. I found a universal needle that fit my machine 
perfectly! – Martha Dean Cagle, Tyler, Texas

FOIL TABS
Dear Heloise: You recently ran a letter from a 

person who thought she was the only one in the 
world not to know about the “press here” tabs lo-
cated on the end of aluminum foil. I bolted from 
my chair to look at my rolls and instantly found 
the tabs. And now my rolls do not escape from 
their boxes. – Carol, Fort Wayne. Ind.

(c)2009 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Wash walls
before painting

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 10/30

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

 Opening Lead Quiz
1. Two or five of clubs. Generally speaking, 

defense is either active or passive. In some deals, 
you attack to try to achieve the best result; in oth-
ers, you try to avoid any lead that is apt to cost 
you a trick.

Here, the danger of handing declarer a trick by 
leading anything but a trump is self-evident. Part-
ner cannot have many high cards, so your best 
chance of defeating the contract lies in letting de-
clarer work out his own salvation.

2. Queen of spades. Here aggressive action is 
called for. True, the queen of spades appears to be 
a wild stab in the dark, since it is not supported 
with the king or jack. Nevertheless, it offers the 
best prospect of beating the contract.

Basically, your hope is that partner has the king 
(or ace) of spades and you can capture three tricks 
by scoring a spade, a club and a spade ruff. Per-
haps the chance of this materializing will prove 
to be only a pipe dream, but the fact is that no 
other defense is more attractive. Holding the ace 
of trumps, it seems sensible to attack boldly in an 
effort to acquire two more tricks.

3. Queen of diamonds. This time you must de-
pend on partner for tricks, and your best chance 
is to try to develop a trick or two in diamonds. 
If partner has the king or ace, you are well on 
the way to exploiting declarer’s most likely weak 
spot.

There is no way of knowing just how strong 
dummy’s hearts are, but your goal should be to 
establish your side’s diamond tricks before de-
clarer can develop his heart tricks.

4. Five of hearts. There doesn’t seem to be 
much of a chance to set the contract unless you 
can get a heart ruff. Your main hope – not un-
likely on the bidding – is that partner has a quick 
entry of some kind. If so, a heart ruff might easily 
become the setting trick after you have gained the 
lead with the king of clubs.

Leading the top card of a sequence is ordinarily 
very desirable, but in this case, holding the K-x-x 
of trumps behind declarer, the singleton lead is 
more likely to succeed.

  (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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