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Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 11/02

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 10/30

Famous Hand
This deal occurred about 50 years ago in the 

European Championships in a match between 
Ireland and Poland. 

The bidding shown took place when the Irish 
held the North-South cards. The auction was 
pressured by West’s pre-emptive overcall, but the 
final contract was a reasonable one. 

The Polish West led the nine of clubs, and the 
declarer, Barry O’Connell, made the first of sev-
eral key plays by putting up dummy’s king. A 
spade was then led to the jack, which held. Af-
ter cashing the A-K of spades, O’Connell exited 
with a heart. 

Unwilling to yield a ruff-and-discard, West 
shifted to the jack of diamonds, which rode to 
South’s queen. West’s choice of a club lead and his 
failure to continue the suit convinced O’Connell 
that the original lead was a singleton. This meant 
East still held the Q-10-8 of clubs, which consti-
tuted two natural tricks unless O’Connell could 
find a way to make one of them disappear. 

After taking the jack of diamonds with the 
queen, he led a diamond to the ten, taken by East 
with the ace. Avoiding the club suit like the plague, 
East returned the diamond nine to dummy’s king. 
South then cashed the eight of diamonds and led 
a low club from dummy. When East produced the 
eight, O’Connell let him hold the trick! 

This left East in a hopeless position. A heart 
return would allow declarer to dispose of his re-
maining club loser as he ruffed in dummy, while 
a club lead from the Q-10 would let dummy score 
the jack. Either way, the contract was home. 

At the other table, the Polish North-South pair 
also reached four spades, and the Irish West also 
led his singleton club. But here, declarer neglect-
ed to play the king from dummy at trick one, and 
the contract failed.

  (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am a career counselor at 
a small liberal-arts college. I know how to handle 
most career and business issues that come up 
with the students, but I am writing to you because 
I see so much of a side to this business I am not 
prepared to cope with. One thing I can’t do is tell 
students they aren’t qualified for and won’t suc-
ceed in their chosen future job. Any tips? – K.P.

Dear K.P.: You may be interested in a study 
done recently at Ohio State University and pub-
lished in the journal Social Cognition. Students 
were told there would be a new graduate program 
that would lead to good jobs. But they were given 
different amounts of discouraging news, ranging 
from that their scores weren’t quite up to par to 
that they wouldn’t be able to get a job in this field. 
The students given the most discouragement had 
higher self-doubt and anxiety to begin with, but 
after they changed to more realistic career goals, 
their anxiety levels decreased.

In this job market, giving students unrealistic 
expectations when you don’t have any confi-
dence they can succeed may seem to be the way 
to go, because it doesn’t lead to anxiety; dreams 
die hard, and it may seem cruel to dash them. But 
the better way may be to give students a realistic 
assessment of their chances as they head down a 
certain path. There will always be those who con-
found logic and succeed in spite of predictions. 
Those will be the ones you don’t want to discour-
age. You must have the faith in your judgment to 
know which student to steer away from his goal 
and which to give a little push.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am feeling something 
strange. I have always been upbeat and love life. 
Well, this summer I had a fabulous opportunity 
to travel in South America working with native 
people and animals. I can’t explain how great it 
was, but now that I am back in college, every-
thing seems dull and ordinary. I miss the friends I 
made, too. Am I depressed? – C.E.

Dear C.E.: You may be suffering from a reac-
tive depression – that is, being depressed because 
of your reaction to a specific event, an unforgetta-
ble summer in another world. I imagine this was 
a setting in which the adrenaline was flowing, 
emotions were high and you always had to be on 
your toes and at the top of your game. I don’t 
doubt many intense friendships were formed, 
discoveries were made and worthwhile contribu-
tions were left behind. If you think about it, this 
has all the makings of a very tough act to follow.

Now that you are back, it is understandable to 
feel let down. First, you are back in the real world, 
which may hold fewer challenges. And you miss 
friends who shared that experience, which no one 
at home or school can quite understand. You have 
a lot to contribute, and since you enjoy living on 
the edge, it’s time to take on another challenge 
– I’m sure you can find one at school. Look into 
local programs that might offer the same kind of 
thrill and sense of purpose and accomplishment 
you’ve just experienced. If your down feelings 
persist, the health clinic is there for you. But I 
think your new venture will help a lot.

	    (c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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