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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 11/02

Dear Heloise: Our church group has decided to 
start sending baked goods as CARE PACKAGES 
to military personnel in Iraq. We brainstormed 
several ideas, such as shoe boxes, etc., but found 
that the best way to send a cake to anyone over-
seas is to bake the cake in a small, metal coffee 
can. After baking, remove the cake to cool. Then 
repack it in the can, put on the plastic lid the cof-
fee came with and pack the can in a postal box. 
Soldiers tell us that they love getting cakes this 
way for two reasons: 

1. The cake arrives in one piece 
2. The cake can be stored easily, with an air-

tight lid, if it’s not eaten all at once. – Gwen, via 
e-mail

How wonderful to hear that your group is send-
ing home-baked goodies to our troops! Nothing 
beats a treat from the heart and kitchen!  

Your group deserves a big Heloise hug, and I 
know the troops who receive the goodies are ap-
preciative, too. 

I’d love to hear hints from other readers who 
send treats to troops. – Heloise

HELOISE’S HOT COCOA MIX
Dear Readers: There’s a chill in the air, and that 

means it’s time to reprint Heloise’s Hot Cocoa 
Mix recipe.

Combine:
• 2 cups of powdered milk
• A dash of salt
• 1/4 cup of cocoa
• 1 cup of powdered sugar

Mix all of the ingredients together and put 
into a nice container. Decorated containers make 
great holiday gift ideas! Type or hand-write a la-
bel with these directions:

To use, put approximately 4 tablespoons into a 
cup and fill with 8 ounces of boiling water. You 
may want to use more or less to your taste.” To 
receive a copy of Heloise’s All-Time Favorite 
Recipes, which includes Heloise’s Apricot Pre-
serves and other tasty, easy-to-make recipes, 
send $5 with a long, self-addressed, stamped (61 
cents) envelope to: Heloise/Recipes, P.O. Box 
795001, San Antonio, TX 78279-5001. FYI: For 
hot chocolate with a “creamier” taste, add about 
1/3 cup powdered nondairy creamer and/or 1 
tablespoon malted milk powder. Sprinkle a dash 
of cinnamon or allspice for zing, and top with a 
marshmallow. – Heloise

EASY PEEL
Dear Heloise: I have a suggestion for people 

who love avocados, mangos and even hard-
cooked eggs, but find that stiff fingers resist the 
chore of peeling and dicing. 

You can bypass some of that by cutting the av-
ocado in half, discarding the big pit and scooping 
the contents with a teaspoon. 

With the mango, you can cut each side off and 
then scoop. The part left on the pit is then easily 
diced. 

A hard-cooked egg can be cut in half through 
the shell, and with a small spoon, the yolk and 
white come out easily. – Trudy, San Antonio

(c)2009 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

How to send
a treat for troops
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Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 11/04

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Sylvia Stages a Neat Recovery
Despite anything you may have heard to the 

contrary, this was the hand that launched Sylvia 
upon her amazing series of misadventures at the 
club.

The deal occurred shortly after she became a 
member. There is no question that the Admis-
sions Committee would have rejected Sylvia’s 
application for membership had it been aware of 
how poorly she played, or how little experience 
she had had.

I was not present when the hand arose, but the 
bidding was reported to me to have taken place 
as shown.

Sylvia was South and bid two spades (a strong 
opening in those days) after East had passed. Ob-
viously, she had suffered a mental aberration of 
some sort. Perhaps she was counting aloud how 
many spades she had, or was thinking about the 
previous hand. Whatever the reason, West passed, 
and North promptly bid seven spades.

Sylvia was aghast at this turn of events, but, as 
usual, she showed no outward sign that anything 
was wrong. She won the club lead in dummy, led 
a diamond and, having learned several days ear-
lier how to finesse, played the ten.

After the ten held, she cashed the A-K-Q, dis-
carding a club and two hearts from dummy. Syl-
via then finessed the queen of hearts, cashed the 
ace of clubs and ace of hearts and ruffed a heart 
with the six of spades.

Nine tricks had been played, and West was 
down to the Q-10-8-7 of trumps. When Sylvia 
now led a club, West ruffed with the seven but 
was overruffed by dummy’s nine. And when Syl-
via trumped dummy’s last heart with her king, 
West had to underruff with the eight. A club lead 
then trapped West’s Q-10, allowing dummy’s A-J 
to score the last two tricks, and the grand slam 
came rolling home!

   (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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