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Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 11/05

Dear Heloise: I recently bought a house, and 
the LINEN CLOSET in the hallway has a musty 
smell and damp feeling. I placed baking soda in 
it to absorb odor and dampness, but it’s not work-
ing. Help! I have to crack the door open some-
times to “dry” it out, and all my towels smell 
musty and damp. – C.M. Jerger, via e-mail

Yuck! Baking soda is a great odor neutralizer, 
but first, I’m concerned that you have to open 
the door to dry it out. If that works, that tells me 
either there is a water leak or moisture coming 
from somewhere. You can try these hints:

1. Charcoal – either plain barbecue briquettes 
or activated charcoal, found in pet stores. Char-
coal is great for neutralizing odors. 

2. Cat-box filler – clay-type cat-box filler in a 
margarine tub. Litter is wonderfully absorbent 
and sometimes works as a last resort.

If these hints don’t help, you’ll need to be a 
detective and try to figure out what the dampness 
is and where it’s coming from. If it persists, you 
should call a professional – it’s not going to go 
away on its own! Also, if left alone, it could get 
worse and grow into black mold, which is ex-
tremely hazardous to your health. – Heloise

LEFTOVER NIGHT
Dear Heloise: Wednesday is leftover night, and 

we clean out the refrigerator because Thursday is 
garbage day. If food is not eaten, it is tossed. No 
chance of anything going bad or being forgotten. 
– Nancy, via e-mail

TACKLE BOX
Dear Heloise: Tackle boxes aren’t just for fish-

ing equipment! They make great organizers for 
facial-care products, makeup, dusting powders, 
perfumes, etc. Just store under the vanity, or grab 
and go! This is especially nice if several girls 
share a bathroom. – B. Hayes, Schertz, Texas

QUICK CHANGE
Dear Heloise: For a quick change, place an ex-

tra sheet set and thin blanket under your mattress. 
When it’s time to change them, the replacement 
is right at your fingertips. Between a mattress and 
box spring is also a great place to store blankets 
(flat) during warmer months. – Cheryl, via fax

CEREAL MIX-UP
Dear Heloise: Our family never seems to want 

to finish a box of cereal. We always end up with 
several boxes with just a little at the bottom. I 
mixed all the extras together, then I used approxi-
mately one bag of marshmallows and a stick of 
butter (both melted) to make a crispy bar snack 
for the family. It was a big hit, and I didn’t have 
to throw away the cereal. – Mary in Texas

HALL CLOSET
Dear Heloise: Hang a long piece of chain on a 

hanger in a hall closet near the front door. Using 
clothespins, this makes a great place to collect 
gloves, scarves, hats – just clip to the chain until 
needed again. – Erin M., via e-mail

(c)2009 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Closet moisture 
causing trouble

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 11/06

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Six diamonds. The four-notrump bid is 

equivalent to a strong takeout double, and you 
should assume when partner bids it that he has 
excellent support for the other three suits.

But when partner next bids five spades, you 
should revise your original assessment. If partner, 
who obviously has a powerhouse, liked hearts, he 
would either pass five hearts or bid six hearts. It 
therefore follows that he is asking you to choose 
between the two remaining suits, and you should 
honor this request by bidding six diamonds on 
your Q-x-x. Partner could have any of these three 
hands:

which, opposite your hand, would make six dia-
monds an excellent contract.

2. Three diamonds. It is reasonable to assume 
that partner is not happy with notrump and would 
prefer to play the hand in a game or slam in ei-
ther clubs or diamonds. There is no good reason 
to suppress your diamond support, so you should 
bid three diamonds at this point. Partner may 
have any of these hands:

in which case the best final contract would be a 
minor-suit slam.

3. Three hearts. There is a definite possibility 
of a game in hearts, and you should pursue it by 
bidding three hearts, inviting partner to bid four. 
True, you have only two hearts, but that shouldn’t 
stop you from raising partner; he is almost certain 
to have either six hearts or five very good ones. 
Partner may have bid two hearts on any one of 
these three hands:

and you would surely want to be in four hearts 
with each of them.

 (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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