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says job too hard

. Dear Dr. Brothers: I work at a great depart-

Beetle Balley ® Mort Walker ment store, and I am lucky to have been chosen

SARGE CAN DISH ARE YOU HAVE YOU EVER SEEN for this job. I have always wanted to get into a

IT OUT BUT HE KIDDING2 WHAT HE TAKES FROM retail environment, and I find it exciting. But I am
CAN'T TAKE IT : finding I can’t really cope with the cash register, ©2005:“'Ke?ne n

THE SALAD BAR2

the paperwork and that stuff. I am a people per-  pist by king Features syna. :

. . www.familycircus.com
son, and I love fashion. I am scared of losing my , .
job, but also scared of keeping it because I know The trees would stay warmer if they

I will mess up. What should I do now? — D.B. held on to their leaves in winter.”
Dear D.B.: Whoa, calm down. You have iden-

tified the problem clearly, and that’s a good thing. conceptis sudolcu ® Dave Green

So now you need to figure out if the job is worth
fighting for — meaning, you are going to have to

improve your skills so they are a better fit. Other- 3 9 4 1 8 6 2
wise, you may make a mistake that will cost you 7 3
your position. The fact that you were chosen for
the job means that have those people skills — you 6 8 1 5
impressed the right person! It shouldn’t be hard to
find a course online or at a local adult-education 2 9
center that deals with the skills you need. Your
employer may even offer training you could take 5
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5 advantage of — they’d rather educate employees 7 4

: than lose them.

g If you really don’t want any part of those things 4 1 3 9

; you are having trouble with, you could still try
while looking for a more fashion-focused job. 2 7
Start networking, and learn as much as you can

£ § s0 you can make a move soon. Youneedtocalm | 8 | 3 | 7 2 4 5

< 3 down, though, to get through your workday with- L—

3 s . . . Difficulty Level % 11/09

8 2 out errors and without dampening your enthusi-

° : asm. Make friends with some competent people  7y;¢ is a logic-based num- [8]6]7][3][1][2]4[5]9
at the store in your same position — maybe they ber placement puzzle. 9/4|1|7|6|5|2|3|8|:
can give you perspective. The goal is to enter a num- 3/5/2|8/4/9|6/1|7]|

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have been upset ever 1., 1.9 ineachcellinwhich 1 118/514/9/3|7|26
since 1 heard of the so-called swine flu. LKnoW .05 row, column and 3x3 | 1218157 811913
No.NO/ I am not in a high-risk group, since I mlght have regionmust contain only one ; 3 g ; g ? g g 2
IND _ E been exposed to something that would give me ;¢ o of each numeral. sTiTale3l7Tolal2
I INGIST... // some immunity, but I’'m scared of what it could The solution to the last |69 3(2/8l4(5 711
¢ do to family. We are all relatively healthy, but you ¢, 70ku puzzle is at right. ==l s
never know. I read the other day that a student

died where my granddaughter goes to college.
How do I stop worrying so much? — M.J. i
Dear M.J.: As with most things, education and cryptoqulp

preventive measures should make your mind rest

more easily. Remember the fuss about avian flu?

It has not developed into a pandemic as expect- F B G T C HU S JEN AVR C S D] S
ed, although it still could. Sometimes the worst

doesn’t happen, which may be hard to compre-

hend if you are already worrying. I suggest sea- AHJSTFHX SDH YFJUE GJUNBU

sonal flu shots now and the HIN1 vaccine when it
‘r'OU KNOW, WHERE is available. That should take care of most worry
TWO UNIVERSES — knowing you have taken preventive measures. ,
@ PARALLEL MEAN? CAN COEXIS T 'N Next, I would follow the recommendation of X S J S H'X G J S S RH LBLTR J S VB U . @
UNlVERSE P 4 THE SAME PLACE medical professionals who remind us we should
e — AT THE SAME TIME | wash hands and stay away from others who have
= E V&%’ﬁ#\'ge‘q:iER ey =gy the flu Staying hqme while sick is i‘mportant if ¢ YEIMVUY JEVMBUIJ. ”
¢ THATS you find yourself ill. But the best thing you can
7= ) RIDICULQUS. | do is get a grip on your emotions. Be aware of - yegqordays Cryptoquip: BECAUSE THE MASTER
- ”";;,’7‘ the difference l?{et\yeen facts and rqmors. This in- CRAFTSMAN IS A BIASED SUPPORTER OF THE
“7777]  cludes not panicking at the mention of the flul DEMOCRATS, IS HE A PARTISAN ARTISAN?
/ & — 1Spend someftim<13 gettin% a ﬂku kit together and
2 779N\ etting your family members know you are a re- ) 1 .
source for information — empowering you to fight TOday S Cryptoqmp Clue: $ equals I
sauy Forth ® Gre g Howard this threat while becoming the family “expert.”
Now, get a good night’s sleep! Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
Bl SO, HOW'S READING AT THE SENIOR ) S'OKAY. PEOPLE ARE o RUT MAN, YOU MUST BE BORED OUT OF (c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts SouthWest  North East 15 Platter 58 Cut Ethan ally
GET UP, ToDD. TIME | How IN THE THE ONLY THING THAT LY [HEY! THIS AIN'T NO)BRE' I'LL MIsS E? E:: j?l E:“ 16 E-mail quickly 8 Branch 30 Bellow
FoR 'sCHooL WORLD WOULD SAVE ME 15 A DECOMPRESSION / 0oL Too! LEARN S D‘:'s Pass '“ aterna- 39 S'T(ml(lms 9 Hawaiian 21 EreSh
1...1 CAN'T. You GET THE DECOMPRESS|ON CHAMBER ~\ L{c‘dhlc Pass SNT  Pass tive or Kelly memento 35 Lousy
T HAVE THE BENDS ? P KNOW, 'S FONNY, Opening lead — three of hearts. 17 Eastern 60 Blunder 10 In support 38 Auto_—
T DUNNG. 1 HAPPEN To KNow Famous Hand pc.)tept,ate 61 TV Tarzan of mgplle
MUST'VE ScopA | WHERE A DEcom- . ) 18 Villain’s portrayer 12 Scoop 40 Trinity
DNED IN My |PRESSION CHAMBER There are times when a player can make a friv- look Ron holder member
SLEEP oR , 15! WE'D BETTER GET olous bid and get away with it because whatever 20 Madeline 19 Beam 42 Punch-
SOMETHIN. "’05(,3,';‘1" 3 happens afterward does not cost very much. But of DOWN of bowl
AWAY ! if the hand comes up in the semifinal of the U.S. “Blazing 1 Probabil- light accessory
Bridge Championship, and your indiscretion al- Saddles” ity 21 Embrace 45 “Cheers”
lows the opponents to make a slam that other- 22 Taxi o . request
wise might have failed, it can prove very costly 24 Nuanced Solution time: 27 mins. 47 Mystical
indeed. 28 Continue chgracter
That’s exactly what happened on this deal in 32 ':eic: to 48 S’(;'\?:rl
Zits * Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott the U.S. trials to select a team for the 2008 World 5, % 49 Catch
i / Mind Sports Games in Beijing last fall. The bid- additive sight of
s/l AE S ding shown took place when Larry Cohen and S ;
v T ARE HOU N PARAZINGACAEMIC Da\%id Berkowitz pheld the North-ySouth cards. 3 ﬁ,)tlnn;t:: o 2(1) (E;'Si?:r,s
‘(OU zEw”\}G i oICK? INDIFFEZENCE IETOO After Berkowitz’s two-notrump opening, North’s 36 Greek cousin
o BELATE ‘ A MED ICALCONPITION.’ three-spade bid followed by four clubs indicated liqueur 52 Cacoph-
L y : | interest in a diamond slam. When Berkowitz later 37 Violin ony
%'. cuebid five clubs, West doubled to indicate good virtuoso 54 Neither
0L [ ' clubs, and South eventually became declarer in Stern partner
‘ | six diamonds. 2 9 [10
N West led a heart, and Berkowitz guessed cor-
= = rectly to play the ten, capturing East’s king with
i I =| the ace. Next came the diamond ace and ten --
S || West showing out — followed by a spade to the
é queen. The K-Q-J of diamonds left no one with

any trumps, and the A-K of spades were then
cashed.
South had won all the tricks to this point, and

AND THAVE TROUBLE

four remained to be played. Thanks to the open-

@ ‘ I?Ih%CE;EZi;géNBAED ing lead and the double by West, it was not dif-

o Q8 WITH EGYPTIAN ficult to figure out what to do next. So Berko-

B COTION SHEETE, witz cashed the queen of hearts and exited with a

g - heart, forcing West to win and lead from the K-J
POWN COMFORTER ’

of clubs into South’s A-Q at the end.

Berkowitz might, of course, have found the
winning play without West’s helpful double, but
it sure didn’t hurt to have that information to work
with when the critical decision had to be made.
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