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Gem area farmer killed in truck accident last week
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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly clear, with
a low around 24. West wind
around 5 mph.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 53. West wind around 5
mph becoming calm.

Friday Night: Clear, with a
low around 26. South wind be-
tween 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 55. Breezy, with a south
wind between 10 and 20 mph,
with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 32.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 51.

Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 28.

Monday: A slight chance of
rain and snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a high near 42. Chance of
precipitation is 20 percent.

Monday Night: A 20 percent
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 18.

Tuesday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 43.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 20.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 49.

Wednesday: High, 53; Low 23

Precip: Wed, 0.00 inches
Month: 0.30 inches
Year: 25.49 inches
Normal:  19.95 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Friday 7:34 am. 5:26 p.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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tish Highlander breed of cattle, which he

many, many years. After Arter died, Sowers
purchased the land in Montana, a property

he never let go of.

Sowers’ grandson recalled that when he
was a boy in the early *70s his grandpa Lon
would say, “I can go to the field here in the
early morning, drive to Goodland and get
on an airplane, and fly to Denver, then get
on a plane in Denver and fly to Billings,
Mont., and drive over to Broadview and be

farming there in the afternoon.”

“As akid, I thought that was really a pret-

ty neat thing,” Ziegelmeier said.

Sowers has been particularly known over
the past 20 years for his interest in the Scot-

lot of parades.”

of Texas Longhorns.

trained to lead and to pull a cart.

“He participated in at least 2 to 3 parades
a year,” said Stella Ziegelmeier, Matt’s
wife, “and over 20 years, that adds up to a

Before training the Highlanders, Sowers
could be seen at public events with a team

Stella recalled that over the years, Grand-
pa had a team of red Highlanders, then a
black one, followed by a white team, and
finally the yellow team. She said he was
down to eight head the time of his death.

He had driven them in the Frontier Days
parade in Cheyenne, Wyo., and he especial-
ly enjoyed the Scottish Days held at Cedar

added.
Sowers always

June 1995.

Bluffs, near WaKeeney, each year, and it
was his great delight to give rides.

“He was most recently training them to
drive as a six-hitch team,” grandson Matt

cattle drives, his grandson said, and men-
tioned the Great American Cattle Drive
which came through Thomas County in

In an article from the Colby Free Press
that year reported that Sowers had offered
his Bar S ranch just north of Gem as a place
for the drive to spend the night.

“He accompanied the cattle drive, and
drove a team of draft horses all the way
to Billings, Mont.”, Stella said. “It was a

life after
had a special interest in

couple of years after grandma died, and the
wranglers called him Lonesome Lon on the
trail. The long ride was good for him, and it
sort of got him back to a better time in his

grandma died.”

Matt said that when strangers learned
they were from Kansas, sometimes they
would hear, “Well you probably have never
heard of this little town of Gem, but we

know a man named Lon Sowers who lives

there.”

added.

“And one time we even met some people
from Canada who knew our grandpa,” he

For anyone who knew him, Lon Sowers
— farmer,
not a person they will soon forget.

rancher and good neighbor — was

Activity center board suggests merger with city pool project
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climbing wall, aerobics area,
workout equipment, basketball
courts and room for other classes
and activities. Cheney said the
features are not locked in and may
change in the design process.
Cheney said it would be benefi-
cial for the two projects to work
together. For example, he said, a
combining parking area would
save each project a lot of money.
The council expressed concern
over what would happen to the
city’s investment if the center
went under down the line. Cheney
said the board is a nonprofit cor-
poration, and in the event that it
folded, the property would have to
be transferred to another nonprofit
or a government. Several council
members also voiced concerns that
the location near the high school
is far away from most neighbor-
hoods and too near Interstate 70.
Mayor Ken Bieber said he,
Armstrong and Councilman Pat
Mallory would look into all the
potential pool sites and bring back
a recommendation for the coun-
cil. Armstrong said she had gone
over about 10 different sites with
the city public works department
and had information on how much
utility work would cost at each.
In other business, the council:

* Approved a resolution allow-
ing investment firm Oppenheimer
and Company to offer $1 million
in temporary notes for sale. This
money would cover engineering
and design, land purchase and util-
ity extension for the pool project.
Theron Froggatte of Oppenheimer
said the city will likely get a 1.75
interest rate when the notes are
sold Dec. 1.

“When we sell bonds, the local
banks usually have priority,” he
said.

Armstrong said the city needs
some of the money on hand for
the next year, but it did not seem
prudent to offer the entire $5 mil-
lion for the whole project this year
since actual construction likely
will not begin before May.

e Approved a $13,826 change
order on the new Wastewater
Treatment Plant. Greg Warner
of Miller and Associates said the
order represents small items that
have had to be changed over the
past 18 months. These items in-
clude changing the width of a
sidewalk at the de-watering pad,
upgrades to the plant’s computer
systems and motor starters for the
grit removal equipment.

“We usually let them accumu-
late and then process them all in
a (single) change order,” Warner
said.

Would you like a unique
gift for this holiday

season?

Check out our Christmas Cards that
will run on the front of our paper!
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Says there are only

Until Christmas

granofparents
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Bring in your picture of your favorite child for our
Christmas Card Countdown on the front page of
the Colby Free Press. Costis only $75 for a memory

that will reach everyone and last a lifetime!

155 W. 5th Street, Colby * 785-462-3963
www.nwkansas.com
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Warner also answered questions
about the rotary drum thickener
equipment used to thicken waste
to a sludge by removing most of
the water. Warner said the process
the plant uses isn’t up to spec in
either quality or the volume of
sludge processed, and a new sys-
tem will be installed at no cost to
the city.

“All parties are confident that
this system will work,” Warner
said, “and again at no cost to the
city.”

Councilman Mark Beringer
asked about the expense of haul-
ing the extra sludge that the city
has had to cope with. Miller said

that issue remains unresolved.

e Approved increasing lease
fees for privately owned hang-
ers on city property at the Colby
airport by 3 percent, effective on
Jan. 1. The increase will affect 11
hangars.

e Accepted a proposal from
Woofter Pump and Well for
$39,625 and Capital Electric for
$77,500 to convert a monitoring
well at the Ace Superfund well
site on Fourth Street into an ex-
traction well. Armstrong said pro-
posals are for a base amount, and
the whole project is expected to
reach about $170,000, but the city
will have to approve any change

1.0CAL TV LISTINGS
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orders. The cost will be reim-
bursed by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, who contracts
with the city to manage the site.

* Accepted a proposal from Mid-
States Energy Works to install six
meters at the city’s power plant for
the Southwest Power Pool Trans-
mission. Individual meters are re-
quired on each of the city’s gen-
erators by the pool’s regulations.
Armstrong said money was en-
cumbered in 2007 when the proj-
ect was requested. The Mid-States
proposal is for $57,170 and there
will be some additional equip-
ment. Armstrong said the whole
project is not to exceed $70,000.

Saturday Evening

November 21, 2009

| 7:00 | 7:30 | 8:00 | 8:30 | 9:00 | 9:30 | 10:00 ' 10:30 | 11:00 |

KAKE/ABC | College Football |Local
KBSL/CBS [The Mentalist 48 Hours Mystery 48 Hours Mystery Local
KSNK/NBC |Mercy Law & Order Law & Order: SVU Local |Saturday Night Live
KSAS/FOX |Cops Cops Most Wanted Local The Wanda Sykes ShoySit Down |Local
able Channels
A&E |Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds CSI: Miami Criminal Minds
AMC  |Aliens Alien 3
ANIM  [Dogs 101 [Cats 101 [Cats 101 Cats 101 [Dogs 101
BRAVO |Brokeback Mountain Brokeback Mountain
CMT _ [Strict Parents Cheer |Cable Guy's Christmas Luau Ron White: Call Me Tater Salad  [Comedy
CNN Campbell Brown Larry King Live Newsroom Campbell Brown Larry King Live
COMEDY |Bill Engvall Jeff Foxworthy Ron White: Beh Metro Jethro Jeff Foxworthy
DISC |Ghost Lab Ghost Lab Ghost Lab Ghost Lab Ghost Lab
DISN _[Princess [Camp Rock Montana [Wizards  [So Raven [The Suite [Cory
E! The Wedding Singer [Twilight Vampires |The Soup |Chelsea |Celebrity Body
ESPN (College Football SportsCenter Football Final
ESPN2 | College Football Score [Fastbreak [World Series
FAM  |Once Upon [Twice-C'mas The Christmas Wish
FOOD [Thanksgiving Recipes [Iron Chef America [Flay Iron Chef America Iron Chef America
FX Troy Sunny League Damages
HGTV [Divine  [Genevieve [Color [Color [House  [House House House Color [Color
—————

We Celebrate Hometown Life

Stories from hometowns just like yours. Look for us each week in this paper.

HIST  |Kennedy |Earth-Made Kennedy
LIFE The Deep End Personal Effects |Project Runway Personal Effects
MTV  |S. Park S. Park Love of Ray J Ace Ventura Bam Bam
NICK [iCarly True Jackson, VP [iCarly Lopez [Lopez [The Nanny [The Nanny [The Nanny [The Nanny
SClI Total Recall |Name of King Fire & Ice
SPIKE _|Die Another Day [Crimson Tide [Midnight
TBS |Grinch  [Dr. Seuss-Cat Dr. Seuss' The Cat in the Hat |The Last Mimzy
TCM  |Tom Jones Tunes of Glory [Man-Seasn
TLC [Lottery Changed [Lottery Changed [Lottery Chg. [Lottery Changed [Lottery Changed
TNT  |Shooter Shooter
TOON |[Tn-Titans [Batman [Saturdays [Justice  [King-Hill [King-Hill [The PJs [Boondocks|Boondocks|Bleach
TRAV |Breakfast Paradise Deep Fried Paradise  |Forbes Luxe 11 Extreme Barhopping |Breakfast Paradise
TVLAND [Married [Married  [Married  [Married  |Roseanne [Roseanne [Roseanne [Roseanne [Roseanne [Roseanne
USA  |Pirates-Worlds Pirates-Carib.
VH1 _ [Trading Places Sex-Dr. Drew [Gone Good [Tough
WGN  |Silence-Lambs Hannibal
Premium Channels
HBO  |Earth Stood Jumper |Curb Your Enthusiasm |Earth
MAX |27 Dresses Notorious [Life Top  [Naked
SHOW [Dexter [Pauly Shore Boxing [War, Inc.
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Sunday Evening November 22, 2009

|_7:00 | 7:30 | 8:00 | 8:30 | 9:00 | 9:30 ] 10:00 | 10:30 | 11:00 |

KAKE/ABC |Music Awards Local
KBSL/CBS [The Amazing Race 15 [Three Rivers [Cold Case Local
KSNK/NBC [Football  [NFL Football [Local [Dateline NBC
KSAS/FOX |Simpsons |Cleveland |Fam. Guy [Amer Dad |Local
A&E |Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds CSI: Miami Criminal Minds
AMC  |Mad Max-Thunderdome The Prisoner The Prisoner
ANIM_ [Weird [Weird Untamed and Uncut  |The Haunted Weird [Weird Untamed and Uncut
BRAVO |GoodFellas Law Order: CI Law Order: Cl Law Order: Cl Law Order: CI
CMT Ron White |Cable Guy's Christmas Luau The Longest Yard |Parents
CNN  [Campbell Brown Larry King Live Newsroom |State of the Union Larry King Live
COMEDY |[Blue Collar Bill Engvall Dunham _[Bill Engvall [S. Park  [S.Park  [Futurama
DISC  |Mob Kill JFK? JFK Ruby Con. Storm Chasers Mob Kill JFK? JFK Ruby Con.
DISN  |Sonny [Jonas The Santa Clause Wizards  |[Montana |The Suite |Cory
E! Celebrity Body Soup [Girls [Girls [Lamas The Soup [Chelsea  [Girls Lamas
ESPN [SportsCir [MLS Soccer SportsCenter SportsCir
ESPN2 |College Basketball NASCAR Now NHRA Drag Racing World Series
FAM Holiday in Handcuffs Snowglobe J. Osteen |Feed
FOOD | The Next Iron Chef [The Next Iron Chef Chopped [Flay Flay The Next Iron Chef
FX The Departed Sons of Anarchy |Nip/Tuck
HGTV | The Antonio Project Holmes on Homes House [House For Rent |Renovatn |Holmes on Homes
HIST  |Pawn [Pawn Cowboys & Outlaws  |Cowboys & Outlaws  |Sex in the Real West  |Pawn [Pawn
LIFE  |Unstable Personal Effects Personal Effects
MTV  |The City |The Hills |MTV Special Real World-Rd
NICK [Chris Chris Chris [Chris [Chris [Chris The Nanny [The Nanny [The Nanny [The Nanny
SCI Lightning Strikes Fire From Below Something Beneath
SPIKE |CSI: Crime Scn CSI: Crime Scn |CSI: Crime Scn CSI: Crime Scn History of Viol.
TBS [Grinch  [Dr. Seuss-Cat [Dr. Seuss' The Cat in the Hat Home Alone 3
TCM  |Violent Saturday The Vikings The Red Lily
TLC Little Parent ILittIe Parents Rebuilding Faces Little Parent Little Parents
TNT  |The Patriot The Patriot
TOON [Pokémon: Arceus Star Wars |Total King-Hill |Fam. Guy |Fam. Guy |Titan Maximum
TRAV  |Tribal Odyssey Tribal Odyssey Tribal Odyssey Natives Natives Tribal Odyssey
TV LAND |Griffith [Griffith M*A*S*H _[M*A*S*H |[M*A*S*H_[M*A*S*H [Roseanne |Roseanne [Roseanne |[Roseanne
USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU House Along Came Polly
VH1 Tough Love Tough Love Sex-Dr. Drew Tough Love Sex-Dr. Drew
WGN |Newhart |Newhart [BarneyM |BarneyM |BarneyM |[Cheers Cheers Cheers Bewitched |Bewitched
Premium Channels
HBO  |Earth Stood Curb Your Enthusiasm |Curb Your Enthusiasm |Bride Wars Sex Quiz
MAX  [Notorious Babylon A.D. [Leviathan
SHOW [Dexter [Dexter Californ ~ [Californ  [Dexter [Lock [Chuck
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