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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with
a low around 5. Northwest wind
between 5 and 15 mph.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 35. West wind 5 to 15 mph
becoming south.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 12. Southwest
wind between 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 42. West wind 5 to 10 mph
becoming east.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 17.

Sunday: A 30 percent chance
of snow. Cloudy, with a high near
30.

Sunday Night: A 10 percent
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 12.

Monday: Mostly cloudy, with
a high near 25.

Monday Night: A 30 percent
chance of snow. Cloudy, with a
low around 10.

Tuesday: A 30 percent
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a high near 25.

Tuesday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 13.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,

with a high near 36.
Wednesday: High, 43; Low 11
Precip: Wed. 0.00 inches

Month: 0.00 inches
Year: 25.60 inches
Normal: ~ 20.34 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Friday 7:48 am. 5:21 p.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

City council votes 4-3 to raise water and power rates

From “RATES,” Page 1

the previous year.

“It would be more prudent for the city to
tighten its belt one more notch, then to ask
people, especially people on a fixed income
to pay more for their water,” Voss said.

Voss suggested that the city start with
a small increase in water rates, and they
should analyze the situation on a yearly
basis.

Revenue money the city obtains from
water rate taxes go into an overall water
reserve fund. This fund is used for opera-
tion and maintenance of the water system in
town, said Armstrong. This could include
things like painting the water tower or buy-
ing water rights.

Some of the money gained by the rate in-
crease could also go into a emergency water
reserve fund that the council keeps in case
something happens that causes the water
tower or the standpipe not to work. An ex-
ample would be if a tornado damaged a few
of the city’s water wells and they needed
money to drill new wells.

City manager Carolyn Armstrong said
water rates have not been increased in 15

years and while expenditures continue to
rise, revenue has been falling. Since the
number of city users has not changed much
in the last 15 years, there haven’t been any
new people pay for the increased water rate
costs, she said.

Jerry McKenzie of the consulting firm
MGT of America based in Valley Center,
completed a study on the water fund. He
concluded that under the current rate struc-
ture, estimated revenues for next year will
drop by more than $44,000 while costs will
increase by about $72,000. The surplus
would be gone by 2011 and the fund would
be about $3 million in debt by 2020.

Water meter charges will increase from
$10 to $20 for the first 3,000 gallons of
water used. After that, the owner will be
charged $1.05 for each 1,000 gallons of
water. The current meter rate charge after
the first 3,000 gallons is $.70. An average
home uses about 40,000 gallons a month in
the summer, which would mean an increase
in the water bill from $35.90 to $58.85.

Commercial owners will have their meter
charges doubled for the first 3,000 gallons
used and their bills will increase from $0.63
to 0.95 every 1,000 gallons after that. For

industrial owners with a water pipe over
three inches the amount they will pay after
the first 3,000 gallons will rise from $0.60
to $0.95.

The city council also has to prepare for
the time when the federal government-
funded Ace Services Superfund site runs
out. The site is currently providing the city
with 50 percent of its water.

Ace Services was declared a Superfund
site after chromium contamination was
found in the groundwater, Armstrong said.
She said the water in the site is treated and
then put back into the water system where
it’s used by the public. She said the city
started using the treated water about four
and a half years ago.

The site provided the city with 224 mil-
lion gallons in 2008. She said the city might
have to buy more water rights in 2012 if the
Ace Services site is all cleaned up.

“Once the site is cleaned up we will not
get any more water,” said Armstrong.

The city will still have access to public
well No. 8. The well has been used in con-
junction with the Superfund project for the
last several years, but the rights to the well
are owned by the city. The well provided

the city with 104 million gallons of water
in 2008.

Residential owners will have their elec-
tric rates increased from $3.25 to $3.45, the
commercial owners rate will go from $9.56
to $10.50 and the industrial owners will see
their prices raised from $22 to $23.65.

Electric rates for all building owners are
based on how many kilowatts they use per
hour. Residential building owners currently
pay $0.0928 per kilowatt hour, commercial
building owners pay $0.0878 and industrial
owners pay $0.0711.

Industrial buildings currently have to pay
a demand rate of $5.25 per kilowatt hour.
These owners use more water than anyone
in the city. Armstrong said some examples
of industrial buildings are hotels and grain
elevators. The demand rate for owners of
these buildings will increase to $7.25 per
month.

The study by McKenzie revealed that the
average home uses 1,500 kilowatt hours in
the summer. This would amount to an elec-
tric bill of $142.25 under the old rate struc-
ture and $142.50 under the new one.

Colby district students get state reading and math awards

lored to each student’s needs.
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have been taking the test more se-
riously, resulting in better scores.

“They know the teachers are
working hard and they want to do
a good job for them,” she said.

Only grades three through six,
seven, eight and one class at the
high school are tested each year.
At the high school, said Curricu-
lum Director Diann Wieland, only
students in the geometry are test-
ed, but students in several grade
levels will be tested each year.

Because all students are re-
quired to take geometry while in
high school, she said, they all take
the test eventually, and it covers
the major subjects.

The results of the test are bro-
ken into five groups, from best
performance to worst: exemplary,
exceeding standards, meets stan-
dards, approaches standards and
academic warning.

To get this recognition in read-
ing in grades three through five,
Wieland said, 25 percent of the
students in a grade or building
must score at the top level and less
than 5 percent at the bottom level.
For grades seven and eight, at

least 20 percent must score at the
top level and less than 10 percent
at the bottom. For high schools, at
least 15 percent must score at the
top level and less than 10 percent
at the bottom.

The requirements for math are
a little different. To get the award
in math in grades three through
six, at least 25 percent of students
must score at the top level and less
than 5 percent at the bottom. For
middle school, 25 percent must
score at the top and less than 10
percent at the bottom. For high
schools, at least 15 percent must
score at the top and less than 15
percent at the bottom.

Each of the groups also has to
meet the Adequate Yearly Prog-

bring their scores up. This program
might include more one-on-one
time with a teacher or tutor, after-
school work or extra study time.
Wieland said the programs are tai-

Harrison said that because of the
time it takes to process the tests,
awards this year are for last year’s
tests. However, because few high

school seniors are tested, most of
the students are still in the district
the next year to see the results.
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Recent college grads
welcome!

The Colby Free Press is looking for
a full-time advertising executive to

sell

advertising

for Nor’West

Newspapers. The work week would
be 40 hours with occasional evening
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155 W. 5th e Colby, KS 67701

and weekend duties.
skills with Excel,
inDesign, and Acrobat helpful but
not necessary.
communication skills, and excellent
customer service
attention to detail.
and resume to Steve Haynes,
publisher, at 155 W. Fifth St., Colby,
Kansas., 67701
nwkansas.com. This could be the
job you've been looking for.
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