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Baby Blues ° Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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benefit children

Dear Dr. Brothers: Class sizes in my son’s
elementary school are enormous. Some classes
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3 have almost 50 kids, with just one teacher. I've
gféiﬁ ?Tflgs%éég E = Dar—N é VEVI:' QTA-A;FGE:"E -F‘f E.E ;i%rNg: (EZEN read that classes that big, especially in elementa- ez O
THE BOMBS WITH = g THEIR OWN FIGHT ITOUTAND | 1Y slcélool, are detrimental dto kids’ edulclation,han(% Svmyfﬁﬁ;:‘:iﬁi o
2 2 could mean my son isn’t doing as well in school ' ' y
NG%T;SETTO > (-——ri : PRONES? WE CAN ﬁ%MGEOI as he should be. I wonder if this is true, or just “Grandma says that’s how she used
wo 5 a myth. If it is true, is there anything that I, as a to rock you, but how could
o 3 parent, can do to help? — B.K. she even LIFT you?”
@ Dear B.K.: It is well-established that smaller
z class size in early elementary school can boost :
E, student achievem}e/nt in thoseygrades. It also can conceptls sud'Ok:u ° Da've Green
Grees | 3 encourage students to be more engaged in learn- 6 5 7 1
MO | 8 ing than they are in larger classes. And now, re-
WALKER | & search published in the Journal of Educational 2 6

Psychology suggests there are long-term effects
of small class sizes. This study showed that four
years in small elementary-school classes in-

Blondie ® Chic Young 4

I'VE NOTICED A LOT OF TEXTING RELAX, BUMSTEAD, YOURE IN I KNOW THAT 1 JusT d the likelihood student 1d eraduat
AND TWEETING GOING ON DURING | .| \_ THE CLEAR THIS TIME... YOU HAVE NO IDER~ WANTED | £ e e ularly Stucdonts from low. 119
MY PRESENTATIONS WHAT I'M TALKING | THAT ON THE g P Y

income homes. It seems that three or four years of
small classes are necessary to sustain long-term
achievement and actually affect graduation rates.

The effect is likely due to better teacher atti-
tudes and ability to help students in small classes.
When a teacher isn’t overburdened, he or she can
foster a more positive climate. Unfortunately,
there is little a parent can do about class size, be-
sides voting for educational reform or enrolling
your son in a different school. One technique to
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make students feel school is personalized is for — 7y;¢ is alogic-based num- [9]3]6]5]7 4]8]2

. teachers or the principal to greet students indi- .. ) 10cement puzzie. 1/7/5|/8/3 2|64

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne vidually at the beginning of the day, so you might ThIZ goal is topent oranum- |4.8/2(9 16|37

suggest this as an improvement. ber. 1-9, ineach cell inwhich 8/2/1|3/ 9/ 7|56

5ORRYI’M 'MATZY YOU ALL 5TAY ED Dear !)r. Brothers: 1 found out from my ,4cp row, column and 3x3 g g Z ‘1‘ g g 3 ;

L ATE FoR TOUCHING  LIP To HAVE PINNER daughter’s school that she was caught smoking. regionmust containonlyone [ 3Ta 15 e o1 TE

INNEp / WITH ME, DIDNT She’s only in eighth grade. She claims she only . ¢nce of cach numeral. s 5874 1l9/3

V / Yol ?'/ tried it once, and 1 r'eally don’t ‘want her t'o' be-  The solution to the last >T1lol653l4l8
HE LéA,u come a smoker for life. I know it’s hypocritical, ¢, 70ku puzzle is at right. o——— ;

Mother Goose and Grimm °® Mike P

EAF ¢

S

|

\: Y1

N
| ///&/ addl

N
0.3

s

P

i
il

e
i

T

B Lgv g =
N BT
w‘\ eo,

=

©2009 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

v

(

eters

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

[ oH Look...

29

\il PHONE 007

1 LOADING NEW
\ APPS oMY

~

AND SOMEQONES
BEEN DOWN-—

IT'S JUST A PHOTO SUBTLETY IS NOT MY

as I smoke and have tried to quit multiple times,
but I don’t want that for her. What can I do to
make sure she doesn’t become addicted? — T.D.
Dear T.D.: It’s great you’re taking an active
interest in whether your daughter falls victim to
cigarette addiction. Parents certainly play a key
role in whether a teenager who has experimented
continues smoking. A study in the journal Pedi-
atrics confirmed that parents can decrease their
kids’ risk of becoming smokers by communicat-
ing and establishing guidelines about smoking.
Another conclusion from the study was that
if parents smoke, children have more access to
cigarettes and are more likely to smoke. Regard-
less of rules, your teenager will learn from you
that smoking is acceptable. So a way to decrease
your daughter’s chances of becoming a smoker is
by quitting yourself. I know this can be a nearly
insurmountable challenge, but that may only in-
crease the significance of your quitting in your
daughter’s eyes.
(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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East dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

Cryptoquip

NOCI WCLCZGB IGSXUIW GZC

QXPOSXIP ULCZ WCCHBCWW

UZGIPCW, NUEBH MUE WGM

SOGS XW

[GLCB NGZQGZC?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE TWO FASHIONABLE

WOMEN

TEAMED UP TO
REVOLUTIONARY ~ NEW

FABRIC

POLLY-ESTHER.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals Y

INVENT A

CALLED

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

MY YOUR GRANDMA GAVE NORTH
o US THIS ORNAMENT g OF HER SCOWLING. / MOM’S WEAPON OF :10 96 ACROSS 39 Former 57 “— the 10 Farm
| RIGHT AFTER WE H sio] 1 Truckload ~ M&M's season fraction
‘ 60T MARRIED. 2 #KI6 5 Bill color 11 Asa
£ *WE57T *EAST . 8 Bat a 40 Discover- 58 Other- result
N i Ny LR 25843 gnat er's wise 19 Exist
g ®AT93 *84 12 Celestial call 21 Suitable
H *1072 *A984 bear 42 Back- DOWN 24 Recede
7 aou™H 13 In olden related 1 Throw 25 Brock
§ / i 45 Less hard of
§ z/]:Q 8 § tlm.es e
Q75 14 Apiece of a 2 Vicinity baseball
§ The biddinf(‘) 33 15 Clarinet mess 3 Person 26 Place to
) g .
g East South  West  North insert 49 Help a ata settle?
P 1v P 29 i
) OE;)SeSning lead kingz(l)SFspades. 16 a!eeen%m 50 Ig;%?g no 4 Egﬁ the 28 Sl\iahke
. ° . Silence Is Not Always Golden 17 Ersatz more audi- 29 Rice
Todd the Dinosaur °® Patrick Roberts If misdeeds and malefactions could be divided swing 52 Notion ence? dishes
AND NOW YoU KNOW WOW. MAKES QA into errors of omission and errors of commission, ;g :;?esfg of 22 .CI.’\'OOt up 5 ;’\)Ar?)ItI:gr;?)- 30 i(;a:]['eber
HO\A‘IF CLOSE THE UNITED THINK , HUH? there is no doubt as to which would be more no- lumber and — nist 31 Seek
5122 AELSL-}})T\L’)?F R:?ETE&QME ticeable. Failing to do something you should have used for 55 Coach 6 Census damages
WAR IN OCTOBER 1962 done is not nearly as obtrusive as doing some- flooring Chuck, statistic 36 Prefer-
thing you should not have done. This doesn’t al- (Brit.) who won 7 Broadway  ences
ter the fact, though, that errors of omission can 22 Ostrich’s four flop 37 Genetics
prove very costly. cogsin Super 8 Lgrge abbr.
Consider this deal from a team match where, gi f‘A‘Dp;es(i:ree 56 ?lj)r\:\ﬁ)such- zgd 38 gr?trigemotinc
at the first table, South became declarer at two Under ables” 9 Dir?er M GreetiFr)’ng
h?a]rlt?) and finished with eight tricks for a score the —” role staffer 42 “Nuts!”
o points. 27 Strong- . . . 43 Bassoon
The bidding and play at this table seemed alto- hold Solution time: 25 mins. kin
gether normal, but not when viewed in the light 32 — con- 44 Barn
of what happened at the other table, where the a3 ﬁ)t'rlllqor , 16 f:Ct'OU
: o T A : illinger’s meri-
Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott bldlfjizl‘rgg e West  North ?2\ e | s °n
’ \ P 19 P 29 r. ongers,
WELL, THATS [T O MATAS NELL Pass  Pass  Dble  Pass 34 Old e.g.
MI(PHONEIQ W5ET DistosE OF o 3¢ Pass 3¢ Fr.enCh 48 ROUgh'
OFFICIALY THERESTOFME. 34 coin breathing
DEAD! Lo . 35 Strength- sound
. Here, when the bidding died at two hearts, West en 51 Spoon-
doubled. He realized that his partner was bound 38 Capri, for bender
to have some high cards as well as a singleton one Geller
or doubleton heart, given South’s heart bid and [Tz T3 T4 5 Tio T11
North’s raise. This in turn increased the likeli-
hood that East would hold a five-card suit.
South led the diamond king against three
spades. Declarer took the ace, played the A-Q of
trumps and returned a diamond. South won with
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the queen, but there was now no way to defeat
the contract. Making three spades was worth 140
points, which, added to the result at the other ta-
ble, yielded a 250-point gain.

The villain of the piece was the West player at
the first table, who was guilty of the sin of omis-
sion. He adopted too conservative an attitude
when he allowed North-South to play the hand
unchallenged at two hearts. He should have com-
peted — i.e., “balanced” — with a takeout double,
as his counterpart did. Although there was an ele-
ment of risk in acting at this point, it was far more
risky to pass.
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