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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Family Circus e Bil Keane

AND A
FOBOSAVRS.

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

~.AND Q€ TRIED ON MOMW'S
WEDDING DRESS WITHOUT ASEING.
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ROCKY SAYs

HIS SONG WILL
) LIVE FOREVER
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DEATH, ROCKY

Blondie ® Chic Young

OUR DISHWASHER 1S BROKEN, MOM WHAT ARE

WE GOING

© 2009 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved

DON'T WORRY,
HONEY...

WE HAVE
A GOOD
BACKUP
SYSTEM

D
S

www.Blondie.com

I KNoW Youl HAVE TRoUBLE
FALLING ASLEEP AT NIGHT.,
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COME &ET,

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

BuT MOST PEOPLE
JUST TRY TO
COUNT sHEEP I A

Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters

|Heloise

® Hints from
|| Heloise

Here’s hints
for the road

Dear Heloise: Here are a few of my favorite
TRAVEL HINTS that I’ve used for years, and
they all work great:

When I stop for a break, I can very easily remove
the lid and eat a snack, and not spend money on
drive-thrus or restaurants.

e I purchased a small dishpan that I put all my
tour books in, along with maps for each state, plus

I can set my dishpan on top of that and it won’t
move while driving.

* [ have a Global Positioning System, but as
most people know, it is not always accurate. Be-
fore I take my trip, I use one of the Internet sites
that give free driving directions. Once my routes
have been printed off, I put them in my dishpan
in the order of my stops.

¢ [ enter the name/phone number of each motel
I plan on staying at into my cell phone. If for I
won’t be arriving on the date I’d planned, I can
call so I won’t be charged. — Linda, via e-mail

Good travel hints when making a trip by auto.
A few stops for snacks and drinks can really add
up. You can save a lot of money by packing your
own. — Heloise

BED MAKING

Dear Heloise: Recently, someone wrote in about
sheets fit the mattress in one direction better than
the other. The person suggested putting a safety
pin on a certain corner. I marked one corner with
an indelible marker, but then found I sometimes
had to search too many corners to find the marked
one. Now I mark two corners diagonally across
from each other, and I know that they should be
at the bottom of one side of the mattress and the
top of the other side. — Robert, via e-mail

PHOTOS

Dear Heloise: As I have time, I am scanning
old photos into my computer. I did ask my moth-
er before she passed away who were in some of
the pictures. Many she knew, but some she did
not. If I don’t know some people, I e-mail other
family members, and they usually know who the

Dear Heloise: Keep a bottle of window cleaner
in the bathroom. It’s great for a quick cleaning,
especially when unexpected company drops by.
— Judy, via e-mail
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Bridge e steve Becker

Test Your Play
Amusing incidents occasionally occur in ma-
jor tournaments. For example, there was the time

/
’J‘: LOVE MAKES LIFE WORTH LIVING $3 jLOU@ MAKES 5%95252741 e I put an ice chest in the front passenger seat
AND AS LONG AS YOU LIVE LW‘E WORT M HORRIBLE and keep water, soda, sandwiches, etc., in it.

Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“Boy, we’re lucky! We’ve got a LOT
of people to kiss good night!”

( ~ printed-out driving directions. No more looking o
N foox \r for them, as they’re all in one place. I put receipts conceptls sudOku ® Dave Green
N (gas/motel) in this pan so they won’t be lost.
A%E%f ‘ x * | have one of those rubber shelf-liner gripper 4 6 2 8
WALKER 0 )U\\&\\\\ mats, which I place on top of my ice chest, and 9
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This is a logic-based num-

ber placemen

t puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday's Cryptoquip: WHEN SEVERAL NATIONS
ARE FIGHTING OVER SEEDLESS ORANGES, WOULD
YOU SAY THAT IS NAVEL WARFARE?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals I

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

AND NOW FOR THE FINAL PIECE... 1'HIYSOU ANKGNE(l).wlﬁO}gIE’ER mENANGEL’[S)O ES g HAD YogHinEENSG’EEEN some years ago when a young Polish pair, repre- .
: =W 7S BEEN IN MY TAG READ BEFORE YOUR  senting their country for the first time in the an- ACROSS ~ 35Haile 56 Conclu- 10 Take over
A L FAMILY FOR SIX '"TARGET"2 MOM GAVE [T  nual world championship, arrived at a dreadful 1 Subordi- Selassie sion 11 On edge
NERATIONS! rand-slam contract. After the opening lead was nate disciple 57 Furtive 17 Loving
: g : P & Clauses? 37 “Smooth sort touch
made.and dummy appear‘edadeclarer could see g Kreskin's Operator’ 19 Barry
that his partner had overbid his values by at least claim singer DOWN and
two tricks. Declarer looked at the dummy, then 9 Perfor- 38 Humdinger 1 Bygone Brubeck
looked at his partner and said: “That dummy is mance 41 Historic times, in 21 Auto ad
an insult to Poland!” 12 Percolate time bygone stat
If you were West on the following layout, you 13 Muiti- 43 Anti times 22 Rowing
ioht ha imilar feeli r ached Si purpose 44 Decora- 2 Romanian need
mig Ve sumiar e,e ngs 1t you reacned Six truck tive coin 24 Prompt
Spades due to partner’s overoptimism af,ter YOU 14 Shad case for 3 HIN1 26 Vampire
opened two notrump. However, they don’t allow product pins defense deterrent
you to back up and change the contract, so the 15 Special 45 Cheap 4 Reverber- 28 Deform
SEgnlmvgkzoBUEEUVﬁ;UL question is how to proceed after North leads the domain Monopoly ~ ate by twist-
CHRISTMAS TREE2 ten of clubs (assume the missing trumps divide 16 Masked avenue 5Asa ing
. 'RUINING THE | 3-1 or2-2 bandit? 47 Dionysus wallflower 30 Put into
- MOMENT.* %"Vest East 18 Not so hot  alias might words
- #KQ109 AATRT6 20 Pumps 49 Speechify 6 Archi- 32 Pouchlike
SRR YAK3 ¥v76 up the 52 Will Smith medes’ 33 “— not
) ) vy v ®A102 *Q5 volume biopic cry choose to
v .o SA3D ®1 654 21 Miss 53 Raw rock 7 Luminary run”
. . Piggy’s 54 “Psycho” 8 Chest 34 Bard’s
(7@; The only genuine chance for the slam is to find pronoun setting muscle, nightfall
c South with the doubleton K-Q of clubs, as well 23 Tibetan 55 “Comin’ for 36 Back-
7 as the king of diamonds. Accordingly, you play beast Thro™ short combed
12-5 ‘/' a low club from dummy, and South, luckily for 24 Wooden the — 9 Scent 38 Preclude
Al you, produces the queen. box Solution time: 25 mins. 39 Leghorn’s
25 Twinge, locale
You next cash three rounds of trumps (South as of B WIAITI 40 Desi Jr’s
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts turns up with three of them) and continue with hunger 3 ? § : sister
; the A-K and another heart, ruffing in dummy. 27 Indistinct 6] TTEMN] 42 Fermi’s
BY THE WA?, 1 BECAME | [YEP. ULTRA-VEGANS DON'T g HAD At‘z G‘}E‘EI ?:“;gw/;‘f:*o' X‘Qﬁm‘} g;: COKE?_ o(c)_f Now you play the club five, taken by South with 29 Tale REIl bits
_ X 1P, , . . R
AN OLTRA-VEGAN TODA“);” 52125%7 A El'g‘cv'é%’:%:é?gs OMiNO O* SHAKE MY TEACHER REVIVED the king. You hope South will return a diamond of E[s[s] 45 Scorch
ﬁnflfl'gEx o || FOReiy THEYRE LIVING. > JOURE ME BY WAVING A SLIM | away from the king, which would hand you the Danny <fite| 46 Unyielding
BE %%C’O%TA THINGS! IN FACT, WE EATING R1BS JIM UNDER My NOSE slam, but he smartly exits with a heart instead. and 48 Weeding
ULTR AV 'NT EAT AND THE WHOLE ULTRA- . . . Sandy R tool
TRA-VEGANS DONT EA R\GHT NOw AN THING KINDA WENT After discarding a diamond from your hand 34 | cqend- 50 Jetsam
ANYTHING MADE OUT OF... BECAUULSE. . [ YECAN THING KINDA d ruffine the h ith d | g A
ANYTHING! KA-BLOOIE. OH, ANp M¢ | and ruffing the heart with dummy’s last trump, ary - of
5 2) 50 WHAT §TEACHER‘5 HAND ONLY you return the queen of diamonds, covered by monster, E 1773
1D oL HAVE ) NEEDED A FEW - : o ; - ”
FOR LUNCH AT L STITCHES the king and ace. Miraculously, you are now on familiarly Yesterday’s answer 12-4 51 Wapiti
SCHOOL, the verge of making the contract if North holds
= X TODAY ? . . : 2 10 11
db ) the jack of diamonds. You hope he started with a
3 »| hand such as:
J g [S]5 [H] Q1082 [D] J843 [C] 10987
Ll If that’s what he was dealt, he will be a dead
. . duck when you next play the queen of spades in
Zits * Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott this position:
North
PRETTY SOON IMSIcKOF ¢)
EVERKBODY 15 THE FUTURE. #98
COINGTOBE West East
*Q *5
3 410 »J6
: %3
South
£ 976
i Whatever North discards on the spade queen,
g you make the slam. Of course, you must also be
§ sure to congratulate your brilliant partner on his
§ A sagacity in contracting for such a dreadful slam!
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