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De-1cers can cause damage

MANHATTAN - Carefully
limited use of de-icers can boost
sidewalk and driveway safety, yet
cause little to no injury to concrete
surfaces or nearby plants.

“Unfortunately, though, de-
icers seem to be the kind of prod-
uct that makes people think, ‘If a
little is good, a lot should be even
better.” That can lead to problems
— which typically won’t show
up until spring or summer,” said
Ward Upham, Kansas State Uni-
versity Research and Extension
horticulturist.

Often, the worst cases result
when buyer-appliers don’t under-
stand the products’ intended use.

“De-icers are not a snow shov-
el substitute.... The best way to
promote safe outdoor conditions
is to shovel as soon as a storm
stops. That way, you won’t have
the compacted ice that results so
quickly when someone walks or
drives on new-fallen snow,” Up-
ham said.

Once ice enters the picture,
however, applying a de-icer can
help loosen snow and ice from
pavement. That, in turn, can make
shoveling easier. In general, the
thinner the ice, the more effective
de-icing is likely to be.

“Breaking the bond between ice
and pavement also helps you do
a complete enough job that you
don’t leave slick spots or chem-

ical-laden slush behind. Those
things can become hazards.... In
many cases, they also can lead to
pitted paving and burned plants,”
Upham said.

No de-icer is perfect on all
counts, he said. Plus, the five main
ingredients most often used as
chemical de-icers have differing
abilities.

“People who don’t know what
they’re buying can expect too
much of a particular product. So,
when they don’t achieve the re-
sults they want, they often try ap-
plying ‘just a little more,”” Upham
said.

Major De-Icers Differ

The horticulturist outlined the
abilities of de-icer ingredients as
follows:

¢ Calcium chloride — the tradi-
tional ice-melting product. It will
melt ice down to 25 degrees below
zero. It gets to work fairly quickly.
But, it forms slippery, slimy sur-
faces on concrete surfaces. Exces-
sive use can harm plant roots.

¢ Sodium chloride (rock salt) —
the cheapest option. It remains ef-
fective down to about 12 degrees.
It can damage plants and also met-
als and soils.

¢ Potassium chloride — a natu-
ral material also used as fertilizer
and a salt substitute. It can melt
ice when temperatures are in the
teens. The compound’s high salt

index can lead to serious plant in-
jury, above and below ground.

e Urea (carbonyl diamide) — a
fertilizer sometimes used to melt
ice in temperatures as low as 21
degrees. Urea is less corrosive
than sodium chloride, and less
likely than potassium chloride to
burn plants. It can contaminate
water with nitrates.

e Calcium magnesium acetate
(CMA) — a newer and more cost-
ly product made from dolomitic
limestone and acetic acid (the
principal compound of vinegar).
It performance decreases below
20 degrees. It has little effect on
plants or concrete surfaces. It
helps prevent snow particles from
sticking to each other or to paved
surfaces.

De-Icers Don’t Add Traction

“A final problem is that after
people shovel, they sometimes
distribute more de-icer, as if it
were designed to provide traction
for walking. Big mistake,” Upham
said.

A scattering of sand is the tra-
ditional way to create traction, the
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horticulturist said. But, a sprin-
kling of natural clay kitty litter
has fans now, too. Cracked corn
and bird seed are gaining notice as
“green” possibilities that both pro-
vide traction and serve as winter
bird food.

The Colby area got anywhere from 6 to 9 inches of snow from Sunday to Tuesday and with
city plow crews piling it up into makeshift medians, one might wonder: what do you do with
too much snow. The answer is to dump it in the park. Work crews used front end loaders and
dump trucks today to begin moving the snow out of the streets to dump sights at Buffalo Park,
much to the relief of motorists and the delight of area children.

KEVIN BOTTRELL/Colby Free Press

=

company.

Looking to sell or transfer property?

Let Quality Title & Abstract, Inc. in Colby
handle your title insurance and escrow needs.
We are doing business with Old Republic
National Title Insurance est. 1907, an A rating

Contact Paul Bailey or Angela Zimmermann

Qualitg Title & Abstract Inc.

785-460-1858 qta@st-tel.net
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To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Andrea, Shaly or Heather today at 462-3963.

www.claritylc.com

Laura Wing. PLC

Professional Life Coach

Become a winning  ppone:
champion in your
own life! Live your E-mail:
dreams!

\‘ l 1'/ Cﬁlﬂtyﬁfﬁ Coacﬁingjervices

785-821-4277 or 719-646-1514

Laura_Wing_plc@yahoo.com

David J. Rosales

Owner

Hoxie, Kansas 67740

(785) 675-8254 or (785) 657-7251
832 17th Street ® PO Box 742

ROSALES PLUMBING

For All Your Commercial & Residential Plumbing Needs
24-Hour Emergency Service Available
Also Servicing Heating, Air and Septic Tank Systems!

_ Live The Life You've
§ Always Imagined!

~ e Spacious Residences

- o State-of-the-art Appliances
e Elegant Decor

* Unrivaled Amenities

UNITS NOWAVAILABLE!

~— RIVERSIDE PLAZA

\Jy Luxury Retirement Living

Call for an appointment 785-822-1300

Luxury Retirement Living
You've Earned It!

VISIT

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

9-5 M-F

1-5 Sat. & Sun.
Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays

Give it a
try! See
what the
business
clirectorg
can do
for 9oul

o World Class Kuska Collection
o Kansas KIDS Corner
o Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder
of KS Architecture
¢ Hands on
HIGH PLAINS HISTORY
e Prairie Museum Art

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701
785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net
WWW.prairiemuseum.org

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruistis ATuurs - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
alll
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Kitchen ROOFMASTERS

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 B = CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET

Phone: 785.462.6999 e o S QUOTES AND OTHER ADS! .

Fax: 785-460-0852 ‘i ] WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU & Bath Your Local ROOflng Contractor
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 &}{’” : (t\:{‘ WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!! Sales & Service 425 East Hill, Colby, KS
VACATION SPECIALS pon Vonions AL LG UGV Custom Cabinetry ¢ Counter Tops RESIDENTIAL Licensed - Bonded - Insur%%MMERCIAL
Efésx”.vﬁfmm bark Passes’%:}% Eg}zll %%ﬁ% = BOOK HOLIDAY Design, Fabrication & Installation Tamko Shingles 1-800-536-6642 o 1\ o Single Ply
CARIBBEAN CRUISE CIPEEYTEEERSN VACATIONS NOW! Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing | GAF shingles 1-785-462-6642  white TPO Single Ply
ﬁkﬁmN CRUISE C/;U‘_rlsg mq g 313-%3 S Call for Bus Tours Schedules. . Wood Shingles Built Up Systems
LONDON, ENGLAND Air & Hotel | $700 | 3| All specials may be for specific dates Shop 462-7843 * Dennis 443-3140 Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES Modified Systems
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA © $359 Max 45! and are subject to availability www.toolboxkitchen.com

" Per Adult

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Need a new insurance partner? FAMILY DENTAL

NEW SYSTEM

JES
Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life 6'} 11-\ The Lcm‘z:?t!(}:lEolo and Most PROFESSIONAL WINDO W CLEANIN G
College | Retirement “opns’ Complete CareA%;i/ab/e!

/" (800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

* Root Canals ¢ Orthodontics
¢ Implants ¢ Wisdom Tooth Surgery

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

r.
.
FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance < Investments
www.fbfs.com

David Browne llI
550 N Franklin
Colby, KS

(785) 462-3388

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

SPECIALIZING o -
IN YOURPET’S v ; -
GROOMING NEEDS 4 O O
e): | “NOTHING TO IT
S 99
Jan Klein, Groomer - ) B UTTODOIT
an N ¢ Painting

¢ Residential Roofing

* Siding

e Commercial Roofing

e Small Construction Projects

AB.CD. ROOFING

Phone 785-626-6249 —
Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

113 State Street
Atwood, KS 67730

Protect your family for less,
build cash value or even get
your premiums back if the
death benefit has not been
paid out at the end of the

ca\\"J Ma;;age T]r\e{apy Elite

. level premium period. & CONSTRUCTION
;}’h*klﬂ TE"l“gldﬂd “NOTHING T0 IT BUT TO DO IT”
assage Therapist -
& F N\ N\ = ) Adam Bowers Curtis Dulany
Owner/O Owner/O
Located in Cotby; K& e <) | &£ | State Farm wnerOperaor [\~ " | OuneriOperator

statefarm.com®

Gift Certificates Available!
By appointment only.

$35 for one hour
$50 for 1 1/2 hours

Colby, KS B

Brewster, KS
)

Return of Premium policy series 08025 in all states except A08025 in WI and not available in CA, FL,
MD, MN, NH, NY, NC, OR, PA, UT, VT, and WA.

State Farm Life Insurance Company , Bloomington, IL (Not licensed in MA, NY and WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI) , Bloomington, IL
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