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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

She’s upset with
friend’s anger

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am a woman of nearly
50, and have a successful small town business. |

awry. My friend actually stopped speaking to me
till T figured out what had happened. We have
made up, but I am unhappy about how upset I
was. Shouldn’t I have been able to cope? — M.B.
Dear M.B.: It sounds as though you are very
invested in the social life you have built up, and
in your friends, who you know you always can
count on to be there with you to have a good time.
There is nothing wrong with that — our social net-
works sometimes make life worth living, espe-
cially if our satisfaction in other areas of life is
low. This may not be a factor in your case, but
you don’t mention your family. So I am going
to guess your friends are pretty high on your list
when it comes to things that make you happy.
Of course, what makes us happy also can make
us miserable. So, it might be that you are a over-
ly sensitive where these relationships are con-
cerned. That said, there is nothing to be ashamed
of if you find a friend turning on you because of
a simple slight. She is one person who didn’t act
very maturely — it would have been easy for her to
have had another friend ask if her invitation went
awry, instead of assuming you were excluding
her. Getting the cold shoulder from her must have

son, and I him. We don’t hate each other or any-
thing like that, but he seems to like to argue with
me. It’s gotten so others leave the room! He goes
on about any topic. What should I do? — L.G.
Dear L.G.: It is sometimes a real shame that
we can’t pick our relatives, isn’t it? If we weren’t
related to these irritating, annoying and argumen-
tative people (who are of course rarely, if ever,
right), we would just avoid them somehow and
refuse to deal with them. But when it’s family,
there is little hope of avoiding them forever. So
it’s good that you recognize something has to

It’s funny about in-laws. All the jokes center
around the mother-in-law, but it actually is the
siblings who seem to ruffle the most feathers.
There often is a bit of jealousy when a brother or
sister marries. The dude or dudette is never quite
good enough for one’s brother or sister, and of-
ten the person marrying into the family finds out
about his or her inferior status as soon as things
start getting serious, or at least not long after the
wedding. If you think back, you’ll see that maybe
something like that has happened in your rela-
tionship with your brother-in-law.
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“...That needs to be a BLUE one. It’s
red, green, blue, THEN yellow!”
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Yesterday’s

Cryptoquip:

THEY’RE BEING

FORCED TO FIRE AN UNLUCKY FELLOW AT THE
LEGUME FARM. THE GUY DOESN’T KNOW BEANS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals Y
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™ ‘ 2 10 tricks for an excellent score. Had she finessed
SLgT g & Z in spades, she would eventually have gone down
e S, one.
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The key to Mrs. Truscott’s remarkable play
was East’s reluctant discard of a club at trick two.
First, she made the assumption that West had the
king of spades for his vulnerable three-diamond
bid. Next, the play thus far had disclosed that
East started with one diamond and four hearts. If
his remaining cards had consisted of three spades
and five clubs, he would have had no problem
discarding a club at trick two.

East’s lengthy huddle must therefore have been
based on a holding of four spades and four clubs,
which in turn meant that West had the doubleton
king of spades.
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