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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a

low around 20. Northwest wind
around 10 mph.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 45. Northwest wind 5 to 10
mph becoming southwest.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 18. West wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 42. Northwest wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 17.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 41.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 16.

Tuesday: A 20 percent
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a high near 32.

Tuesday Night: A 40 percent
chance of snow. Cloudy, with a
low around 17.

Wednesday: A 40 percent
chance of snow. Cloudy, with a
high near 27.

Wednesday Night: A 20
percent chance of snow. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 10.

Exchange student visits Gem

From “STUDENT,” Page 1

is the newest town in New South
Wales, she said. Surrounded by
cypress pine trees, the town boasts
a population of 600 people, It was
established in 1968 to serve as the
center of an irrigation area.

She described her community as
all agriculture, with rice the main
crop. The region produces about
a million tons of rice a year, with
a rice mill just north of the town.
The region also raises wheat, sor-
ghum, sheep and cattle.

“There are lots of kangaroos,”
she said, “and we never have a
barbecue without having kanga-
roo, which is quite tough, but very
tasty.

“Even when we go to the beach,
there are kangaroo, and sometimes
they come up and want to be pet-
ted. They are everywhere.”

McFadgen said she likes the
food in America, but she brought
samples of a main staple in Aus-

tralia for American’s to taste. She
said it is called “vegemite,” and
it’s not to her liking.

“In fact, I hate it, “she said.”
It’s made of a barley base with
concentrated yeast, and it is used
much like peanut butter.”

She said she brought some for
her host families to try, but didn’t
expect them to like it.

“Your school is much bigger
than ours,” she said, “because our
school is kindergarten through
grade 12 with 200-300 students
altogether. And we don’t have
nearly as many staff, with the very
worst part being the principal —
he’s my dad!”

She said her school has a farm
where the students learn agri-
cultural techniques. She said the
school has a cow named T-Bone,
lots and lots of chickens and a
few sheep. People there eat more
chicken than any other meat.

Another difference she saw be-
tween her school and Colby’s, she

City to buy farmland

for new aquatics center

From “POOL,” Page 1

Mayor Ken Bieber said he was
one of the people who had worked
to come up with that number, and
that at the time it was adjusted
to compare to the rest of western
Kansas. Armstrong said she didn’t
think it would hurt to look at the

“and I think the city’s always been
fair to me.”

John Gatz was reappointed as
city attorney.

said, is that there are no cliques in
her school in Colembally.

“At home, we don’t have to be
in a certain group, and I really like
that,” she said. “We get to know
everyone that way.”

McFadgen said she has an old-
er sister attending the university
at Wagga Wagga, a 15-year-old
brother who loves cricket and
golf, and a little sister, 12, who she
claims is a pest. Her mother is a
primary-school teacher.

She said she thinks Australia’s
relations with other countries are
good. When the state of Victoria
had brush fires recently, she said,
it got the attention of a lot of peo-
ple. She said some from the U.S.
came to help. The area is in a se-
vere drought right now.

From Colby, McFadgen said,
she will go to Kentucky on Mon-
day, then to Los Angeles for a few
days and then on to San Francisco
before the 14-hour flight back to
Australia on Jan. 4.

“This is an experience I will
never forget,” she said.

(Governor

for shallow cuts

From “CUTS,” Page 1

and budget adjustments this
year to avoid a deficit when the
current fiscal year ends June
30. Parkinson imposed the last
round in November, nearly
$260 million worth.

Now, the state’s general tax
revenues cover about $5.35 bil-
lion in spending for the current
fiscal year. That’s almost 12
percent less than in the previ-
ous fiscal year, though the state
is using money from the first
federal stimulus in February to
close much of that gap.

Parkinson said the state faces
a potential budget gap of $300
million for fiscal 2011, which
begins July 1. Some estimates
are higher.

Besides education, Parkinson

looks

said he’ll protect most other
parts of the budget, including
the prison system and reim-
bursements to health-care pro-
viders under the state’s Med-
icaid program. Both have seen
cuts in the past.

Educators, advocates for
the needy and some of Parkin-
son’s fellow Democrats want
to eliminate exemptions to the
state’s sales tax and take back
some past business tax breaks.
Parkinson said he’s willing to
consider a general tax increase
as well.

“There are a variety of sourc-
es of additional revenue, all of
which we’re looking at,” Par-
kinson said. “The one option
that is not on the table is to cut
education any more.”
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