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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Variety, the Spice of Life
Pre-emptive bids often force the opponents to 

guess what to do at a high level of bidding and 
might well nudge them into an inauspicious con-
tract.

Today’s deal is from the World Top Invitational 
Pairs, held in 1988 in the Netherlands. Follow-
ing North’s opening bid, every East pre-empted 
with four clubs, after which the various paths di-
verged.

Some Souths found the winning response of 
four spades, which ended the auction. East led 
the club ace and continued with the jack at trick 
two, requesting the return of the higher-ranking 
side suit, hearts. West ruffed and obliged by re-
turning a heart, but East’s ruff proved to be the 
last trick for the defense.

One North-South pair wound up in five spades. 
The defenders took the same three tricks to pro-
duce a one-trick set.

Certainly the most unusual result occurred at 
the table where the bidding went as shown and 
North-South got to five diamonds, missing their 
spade fit altogether. Unfortunately, poor defense 
then snatched defeat from the jaws of victory.

If West leads his singleton club, the defenders 
should score the same three tricks – the club ace, 
a club ruff and a heart ruff. (Even if South false-
cards by dropping the club king under the ace, a 
club return is East’s only reasonable play.) But 
West chose to lead a heart, ruffed by East.

All East had to do now was to play the ace and 
another club. But for reasons best known to him-
self, East elected to underlead the ace of clubs! A 
surprised declarer won with the king, led a dia-
mond to the ace, ruffed a heart and laid down the 
diamond king. When the queen came tumbling 
down, South ended up with an overtrick!

Considering the bidding and play at this table, 
the tournament might have been more aptly 
named the World Bottom Invitational Pairs!

 (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My son recently separated 
from his wife, and they’ve filed for divorce. Their 
split seems to be an amicable one, with everyone 
OK with the decision. There’s only one person 
who’s not fine with it – me! I will miss visiting 
my grandchild on weekends, and am concerned I 
won’t be able to see him. It’s a do-it-yourself di-
vorce, and no one wants to get legal about grand-
parents. I’m on my own. Any advice? – B.L.

Dear B.L.: If you are not the only grandparent, 
it might be a good time to approach your son and 
his ex and ask them if they could help you set in-
formal guidelines that all grandparents could fol-
low so the little boy is not torn away from you or 
left to suffer under the whims of one parent. The 
fact that it is an amicable divorce is a good sign. 
Should they have gone though a mediation pro-
cess, chances are the grandparents would have 
been considered and visitation agreed upon. This 
probably still could be worked in, but if no one 
wants to formalize your rights, you can explain to 
the mother you simply want continuity with your 
grandchild, and see how she responds.

Since both your son and his soon-to-be-ex-wife 
have your grandson’s best interests at heart, they 
may welcome your continued relationship. You 
may be more comfortable seeing the boy with his 
father until he gets old enough to meet on neutral 
ground. Even if there is lack of enthusiasm about 
seeing you, letting him know you are there for 
him is something you should be able to accom-
plish. Your son probably will want to help keep 
you together. So don’t be afraid to speak up, even 
though you haven’t been a presence during the 
divorce process.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My friends love to set me 
up with someone. It’s become a game to them to 
invite a nice single guy they know along with us 
when we go out and then ask me incessantly af-
terward if I liked him. It’s aggravating. I’m really 
OK with not being in a relationship right now. I 
probably will want to get married sometime in 
the future, but I’m fine right now. How do I get 
them to stop? – J.A.

Dear J.A.: I know it must be aggravating to 
have your friends put you in a position to be au-
ditioning guys. You must feel you hardly ever re-
lax when you go out, because everyone is casting 
glances your way to see if there is chemistry. If 
you explained that you’d feel more at ease if they 
would not think of matches every time you went 
out, they might cease and desist.

But give them a break. They think they are 
contributing to your happiness. It’s a compliment 
to have them fix you up – they must think you’re 
a good catch. That’s not bad! And should you 
decide to give one of these guys a chance, it’s a 
good bet you will have something in common, 
as your friends know both of you. So, be flex-
ible if you dare – it’s not about getting married, 
it is about perhaps adding something to your life. 
In the meantime, ask your friends to consult you 
before they bring suitors along.

(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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