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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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www.Blondie.com

HEY DON'T LOOK
ANYTHING LIKE THIS
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Mother Goose and Grimm °® Mike Peters
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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

Her boss tops
insensitive scale

Dear Dr. Brothers: My life has turned into
the movie “The Devil Wears Prada.” If you take
away the fashion stuff and put me in the role of
the hapless assistant trying to please her monster
boss, that film would be my life. I don’t think it’s
going to have a happy ending, though. Life isn’t
Hollywood, and I can’t understand why my boss
seems to be the most insensitive person I’ve ever
met. Why do some people lack empathy? — L.B.

Dear L.B.: In the world of business, where
the economy is teetering on the brink of disas-
ter, people sometimes take their most prominent
qualities when it comes to leadership style and
exaggerate them to monster proportions. This
way, they figure they will be indispensable and
scare the employees under them from ever chal-
lenging them. They ask more because they fear
being disenfranchised if their group doesn’t come
out on top in the annual report. If you don’t think
about her lack of empathy, but consider how
much pressure she is under to perform, you may
look at your relationship through different eyes.

So, it is likely your boss is self-centered and
self-directed. If you cooperate and are very
goal-oriented, you may find a lot of objections
to her management slipping away. Become her
right-hand woman. Set business goals to lift your
self-esteem, and that of the boss. These people
respond well to those qualified to help them —and
they reward loyal employees. So you have to be
bigger than her — grit your teeth and begin!

Dear Dr. Brothers: I sound like an old codger,
but it seems people are focusing on the wrong
things nowadays. My granddaughter in Manhat-
tan is always stressing out at her job, which she
doesn’t like. The times I see her, she’s depressed.
When I ask why she keeps at it, she says that she
has all these bills. But the bills are for stuff she
never enjoys! Is it wrong to think she would be
happier if she lived more simply? — S.R.

Dear S.R.: Your granddaughter is not alone;
you might call her the tip of the iceberg of a gen-
eration that has grown up believing that the per-
son who dies with the most “toys” wins. Their
parents were successful and passed the lifestyle
to their children, who saw no reason why they
should not be able to spend and acquire more
stuff. The economic crash has opened eyes and
caused heartache among those just starting out
who have to go back to square one now that their
home is in foreclosure or their job has been lost.
The teens coming up may be even worse off.

According to a study by San Diego State Uni-
versity, teens have been plagued with rising psy-
chological problems for decades, and their mental
health is suffering. The study places some blame
on the materialistic society today, resulting in de-
pression, anxiety and paranoia, and rising rates
of medication. The trend has worsened, as goals
such as money and possessions have emerged as
much more important than meaning in life, com-
munity involvement and relationships.
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“Mommy, will you tell Billy to come
closer? | can’t hit him with my
snowball from here.”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green

2

5

3

WO O NN

9

O~ = WO

2

6

©2010 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty Level %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BECAUSE THE BOSSES
AT MY OFFICE ARE ALL LITTLE SPRITES, I MUST
ADMIT THAT I'M ELF-EMPLOYED.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals H
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seemed the normal lead and much more likely.
“When West put the heart seven on the table,
the Dutch partisans in the room erupted in wild
applause. The final score in the Venice Cup had
yet to be made official, but they knew that the
trophy belonged to the Netherlands for the first
time.”
(¢)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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