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Kansas secretary of state resigns post this morning

From “RESIGNS,” Page 1

Weather
Corner

“I will expect the governor will let me
know and ask my opinions,” Thornburgh
said. “I clearly understand that it’s his
choice and not mine.”

Thornburgh, 47, was first elected in 1994
after having served as assistant secretary of
state and as the deputy assistant secretary
overseeing elections. He was re-elected in
1998, 2002 and 2006.

In June 2007, Thornburgh appointed a
campaign treasurer and began raising mon-
ey for a run for governor this year. But U.S.
Sen. Sam Brownback entered the GOP race,
and Thornburgh dropped his campaign in
June.

likely will be more than his state salary of
$86,000.

“We’re extremely thrilled,” Beaton said
of Thornburgh’s decision to join the com-
pany. “We’ve been conducting a nation-
wide search.”

Parkinson hasn’t set a deadline for re-
placing Thornburgh, but spokeswoman
Beth Martino said the governor will move
quickly.

“Obviously, this is an important position
heading into an election year,” she said.

In the Republican contest for secretary of
state, Thornburgh has endorsed Shawnee
County Election Commissioner Elizabeth

Ensley, whom he appointed.

Also running are J.R. Claeys, of Salina, a
former chief executive of the National As-
sociation of Government Contractors, and
Kris Kobach of Piper, a former state Re-
publican Party chairman.

On the Democratic side, state Sen. Chris
Steineger of Kansas City has filed, and
Securities Commissioner Chris Biggs of
Junction City has appointed a campaign
treasurer.

Martino said Parkinson hasn’t ruled out
naming one of the potential candidates.
Thornburgh said he’s not talked to the gov-
ernor about the appointment.

movement around the country,” Thorn-
burgh said.

NIC manages websites or portals for 23
states — including Kansas — and for hun-
dreds of local governments. Founded in
1992, it now has about 600 employees and
reported $133 million in revenue for 2009.

Spokeswoman Nancy Beaton said the
firm created the vice president’s job to help
attract business from more states and look
for other opportunities.

Neither the company nor Thornburgh
would disclose what he’ll be paid, but

Oakley students

run town theater

From “OAKLEY,” Page 1

National Weather Service

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a

low around 6. North wind around
15 mph.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 25. North wind between 5
and 10 mph.

Tuesday Night: Patchy fog
after midnight. Otherwise, partly
cloudy, with a low around 10.
Southeast wind between 5 and
10 mph.

Wednesday: Patchy fog be-
fore noon. Otherwise, partly sun-
ny, with a high near 30. South
wind around 10 mph.

Wednesday Night: Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 18.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 40.

Thursday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 20.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 44.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 22.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 46.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 22.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 41.

Event to make ’30s come alive

From “CHAUTAUQUA,” Page 1 ary leading up to the Chautauqua. The first will be
a film screening and discussion of “The Grapes of
Wrath” at 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 21, at the library.

Other events will include book and film discus-
sions, all from or about the 1930s. Librarian Mela-
ny Wilks said scholars will facilitate each discus-
sion, and the events will be geared toward adults
and high-school students.

The Chautauqua itself is run by the Humanities
Council, but much of the event and surrounding
activities is being planned by a local committee
made up of people from the Colby/Thomas Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce, the Colby Convention
and Visitors Bureau, the Pioneer Memorial Li-
brary, the museum and other county residents.

T.OCAL TU LISTINGS

* A youth camp for kids in fourth through eighth
grades. Up to 25 kids will research major figures
from 1930s Thomas County, then perform as these
persons for an audience on Saturday, June 5. The
camp will run from 1 to 5 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday that week.

e “Dear Eleanor, Dear Michelle” will be an
event for kids on Friday, June 4. Those who par-
ticipate will be writing letters to current First Lady
Michelle Obama based on letters written to First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt in the 1930s.

Thomas said the committee is planning to have
some kind of event every month starting in Febru-

Project, and last year they were
able to hand out scholarships of
nearly $700 to each of the 11 se-
niors in the class.

“It’s a real incentive to take on
a year-long commitment,” said
Janssen. “The timeline for raising
money for scholarships runs from
August to August, and the schol-
arship amount depends on how
much they are able to raise.”

of the past. It was a nice addition
because we can show 3-D movies,
and the picture is much sharper,
and the kids are learning how to
run the digital as well.”

Janssen said the class helps
raise scholarship money for any
college-bound member of the se-
nior class. They call it the Palace

Australian fishermen
bash hungry crocodile

SYDNEY (AP) — A group of
Australian mates on an annual
fishing holiday was not going to
let anything come between them
and their prize catch — not even
a marauding crocodile.

holding the hook banged it down
on the head of the crocodile, which
turned tail and scrambled quickly
back into the water.

The incident was captured on
video and posted on YouTube,
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We Celebrate Hometown Life

Stories from hometowns just like yours. Look for us each week in this paper.
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