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maintain washer

Dear Heloise: Several years ago, Thad a WASH-
ING MACHINE that smelled horrible. After try-
ing several of my own tricks, I gave up and called
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and fabric softener that had formed on the bottom
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of the solid basket under the perforated basket.
He recommended not using fabric softener in the
washer. Instead, use dryer sheets in the dryer, if
you must. Next, he said to use liquid detergent
(no residual powder to build up). Last, occasion-
ally run an empty load of the hottest water you
can to dissolve the goo. I haven’t had a problem
since. I also leave my washer lid open after I have
finished my laundry to ventilate it. That also tells
me at a glance if I have emptied the machine and
haven’t forgotten a load. — Lea W., via e-mail
PLASTIC FORKS

Dear Heloise: When staking up small indoor
or outdoor potted plants, I find plastic forks to be
useful and durable. Also, the card holders from
florists work well, especially for trailing vines. —
Jan Royse, Stayton, Ore.

WATER BOTTLES

Dear Heloise: We keep half-filled drink bottles
of water in the freezer. On a road trip, we put one
or two in the car instead of buying cold water at
convenience stores. Saves money, and you have
cold water for a couple of hours. Longer trip? Use
an insulated bag to keep additional bottles cold

Dear Heloise: I hate my refrigerator shelves —
they are the wire type. Bottled water and other
small jars are always toppling over. I placed glass
cutting boards on the shelves, so you can see
what’s on the shelf underneath. A good place to
find such a board is a thrift shop or a yard sale,
and at a much better price, too! — Cindi Wolsten-
hulme, Eloit, Maine

MUSTY SMELL

Dear Heloise: Several years ago, I purchased
a washstand at an antiques shop. When I got it
home, I realized it had a horrible musty odor
inside. I took it to the backyard, scrubbed and
sprayed it, but the odor was still there. That wash-
stand sat outside for days in the sun — no good!

My neighbor told me to brush clear varnish on
all the inside surfaces. I didn’t have anything to
lose, so I did it, and it worked. I have enjoyed my
antique find for many, many years, and am still
using it. — Wilma in Texas
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Bridge e steve Becker

You are the dealer and bid One
Club. Partner responds One Dia-
mond. What would you bid now with

4. One spade. The best way to begin describing
your distribution is to bid one spade at this point.
Even though you have six clubs and only four
spades, you can’t afford to bypass the possibility
of a 4-4 fit in spades. If need be, you will show
your diamond support later and thus identify the
three-suited nature of your hand.

5. Four notrump. The number of aces partner
has is the key to how many tricks your side can
make with diamonds as trump. You therefore uti-
lize Blackwood to extract this vital information
from partner. If he shows no aces by responding
five clubs, you bid five diamonds; if he shows
one ace, you bid six diamonds; if he shows two
aces, you bid seven diamonds.
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“You can play if you want to, Daddy.
It isn’t too hard.”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DINING OUT WITH
THAT PODIATRIST IS FANTASTIC, BECAUSE AS A
RULE HE WINDS UP FOOTING THE BILL.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals N

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
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