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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 3/04

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 3/03

The Almighty Deuce
One of the best gadgets ever devised is the 

Blackwood Convention, which enables a partner-
ship to learn how many aces and kings it has. The 
great disadvantage of Blackwood is that players 
tend to overuse it. They show such an abiding in-
terest in aces and kings that they lose sight of the 
main objective – namely, how many tricks can 
be made. 

Blackwood should be used only in cases where 
knowledge of how many aces and kings partner 
has will determine the best final contract. If other 
factors are more relevant – such as distribution, 
secondary controls, intermediate cards, trump 
length and so on – the convention should not be 
used. 

For a clear case of the proper use of Black-
wood, consider North’s four-notrump bid in this 
deal. If partner has two aces, North wants to be 
in six spades; if South has three aces, North can 
consider undertaking seven spades; and if South 
has only one ace, North plans to stop at five 
spades. Blackwood is therefore entirely appro-
priate in this case. 

When the deal occurred, South responded to 
four notrump with five hearts, showing two aces. 
North correctly leaped to six spades, an excellent 
slam that ordinarily would have made easily. But 
West, who had listened attentively to the bidding, 
decided that normal defense would not stop the 
contract. 

It seemed to West that if he led a high heart 
and it won, his side would probably take no more 
tricks. His opponents had bid much too confi-
dently for him to expect his partner to come up 
with a second trick. So West decided to stake the 
outcome on the possibility that East had the eight 
of hearts. 

Accordingly, he led the heart deuce! East, 
much to his surprise, won the trick with the eight 
and had no trouble whatever finding the killing 
club return.

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have begun a new volun-
teer activity I just love. It involves mentoring a 
young girl at the local elementary school, where 
many parents are unable to spend time with their 
own kids. My “mentoree” is nice, but distant. I 
don’t have kids, but I have a way with them, so I 
am frustrated by her lack of warmth. I just want to 
care for her! How can I make this work? – L.G.

Dear L.G.: It is admirable of you to want to 
mentor someone who does not have much of a 
home life and can use some guidance and the in-
terest of a kind older person. I don’t know what 
procedure is used in your community to match 
people with youngsters, but I trust that the school 
takes care to make sure the volunteers are paired 
with kids appropriately and that the activities you 
undertake are worthwhile ones. I wonder, though, 
if there is much training on the part of the mentor 
when it comes to managing feelings about your 
student and the relationship you might develop. It 
seems you are a bit confused as to what your role 
should be, or where this whole venture is going.

I am sure you want to keep in mind the work 
you are doing is meant to be for the benefit of the 
child, and anything you do should be aimed at 
making her experience more successful and en-
joyable. If she has social needs and self-esteem 
problems, you can help in a general way with 
strategies to be more successful and encourage-
ment. Just be careful about what motivates you. 
If you are looking for someone to love you, this 
might not be the best outlet for your efforts. The 
child is a little standoffish, I imagine, because she 
has her own family – don’t try to take its place.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My son is turning into a 
couch potato. He doesn’t like anything that in-
volves exercise. The reason, he tells me, is that 
he had a bad experience at school when at recess. 
The boys his age (8) were picking out teams for 
some game, and he was the last one chosen. Now 
he doesn’t even want to participate. I didn’t know 
he was so sensitive. What can I say? – B.T.

Dear B.T.: It is too bad your child had to ex-
perience being picked last. It is always hurtful for 
a child, especially if it also relates to popularity. 
Some kids laugh it off, but others are turned off 
sports after a bad experience. Many schools have 
put a stop to games in which kids can find them-
selves chosen last, targeted for elimination and 
other formerly taken-for-granted competitions. 
But childhood games will always be played in-
formally, meaning anything goes, unless an adult 
intervenes to make things run fairly.

I hope you encourage your son to find some-
thing physical he likes to do and pursue it until 
he has some mastery of the basics. This should 
help his confidence, popularity, fitness and men-
tal toughness. He might be suited to an individual 
sport at which he can choose his pace. Anything 
you do to encourage him to persevere will be a 
plus.

 (c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate
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Mentor seeks
deep connection

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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