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Baby Blues ° Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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I HAVE TO SNEAK
THIS INTO THE OFFICE
PAST LT. FUZZ

[ CAN'T BELIEVE IT! THAT
TV CONSUMER DUDE
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...AND YOU'RE
WORRIED HE'LL
COME IN HERE?
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NO! I'M TICKED OFF j
BECAUSE HE SNUBBED
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MOM... WH¥ DIDN'T | DON'T
40U BRING ANY | REQUIRE
LUGGAGE WITH 40U \ MUCH.

Mother Goose and Grimm °® Mike Peters
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SA%... COULD 40U |
CARRY THS HEART
DEFIBRILLATOR

UP TO M+ ROOM ™ |

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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OH, RALPH! I'M SO, SO SORRY
TO HEAR THAT.

I CAN'T BELIEVE
AFTER 35 YEARS
OF MARRIAGE SHE
JUST 60T UP AND
LEFT FOR THE
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I SWEAR, I THOUGHT
THIS TIME WE HAD
GOTTEN INTO A
REALLY GOOD RUT.

H|, TODD. WOULD You LIKE
To JOIN MY DOLLS AND
ME FOR A TEA PARTY?
You CAN USE THIS G.I. JoE!
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HEY, WAIT A MINUTE
THIS G.I. JOE HAS

| KHAKI SLACKS! 1

Fu GRIP! HIs
HANDS ARE
MOLDED o FIT
NEATLY ON HIS

HAIR, AN AQUA
SHIRT AND

AND HE DOESN'T
EVEN HAVE KUNG

KNEES WHILE...

WHILE HE SITS QUIETLY AS
BARBIE DRWES HIM AROUND
IN HER PINK. CORVETTE! come
ALONG, KEN. WE HAVE
ANTIQUING To Do!
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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

entor seeks
deep connection

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have begun a new volun-
teer activity I just love. It involves mentoring a
young girl at the local elementary school, where
many parents are unable to spend time with their
own kids. My “mentoree” is nice, but distant. I
don’t have kids, but I have a way with them, so [
am frustrated by her lack of warmth. I just want to
care for her! How can I make this work? — L.G.

Dear L.G.: It is admirable of you to want to
mentor someone who does not have much of a
home life and can use some guidance and the in-
terest of a kind older person. I don’t know what
procedure is used in your community to match
people with youngsters, but I trust that the school
takes care to make sure the volunteers are paired
with kids appropriately and that the activities you
undertake are worthwhile ones. I wonder, though,
if there is much training on the part of the mentor
when it comes to managing feelings about your
student and the relationship you might develop. It
seems you are a bit confused as to what your role
should be, or where this whole venture is going.

I am sure you want to keep in mind the work
you are doing is meant to be for the benefit of the
child, and anything you do should be aimed at
making her experience more successful and en-
joyable. If she has social needs and self-esteem
problems, you can help in a general way with
strategies to be more successful and encourage-
ment. Just be careful about what motivates you.
If you are looking for someone to love you, this
might not be the best outlet for your efforts. The
child is a little standoffish, I imagine, because she
has her own family — don’t try to take its place.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My son is turning into a
couch potato. He doesn’t like anything that in-
volves exercise. The reason, he tells me, is that
he had a bad experience at school when at recess.
The boys his age (8) were picking out teams for
some game, and he was the last one chosen. Now
he doesn’t even want to participate. I didn’t know
he was so sensitive. What can I say? — B.T.

Dear B.T.: It is too bad your child had to ex-
perience being picked last. It is always hurtful for
a child, especially if it also relates to popularity.
Some kids laugh it off, but others are turned off
sports after a bad experience. Many schools have
put a stop to games in which kids can find them-
selves chosen last, targeted for elimination and
other formerly taken-for-granted competitions.
But childhood games will always be played in-
formally, meaning anything goes, unless an adult
intervenes to make things run fairly.

I hope you encourage your son to find some-
thing physical he likes to do and pursue it until
he has some mastery of the basics. This should
help his confidence, popularity, fitness and men-
tal toughness. He might be suited to an individual
sport at which he can choose his pace. Anything
you do to encourage him to persevere will be a
plus.
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Bridge e steve Becker

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
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The bidding:

South West

& 49

59 Pass

Opening lead — ?
The Almighty Deuce

One of the best gadgets ever devised is the
Blackwood Convention, which enables a partner-
ship to learn how many aces and kings it has. The
great disadvantage of Blackwood is that players
tend to overuse it. They show such an abiding in-
terest in aces and kings that they lose sight of the
main objective — namely, how many tricks can
be made.

Blackwood should be used only in cases where
knowledge of how many aces and kings partner
has will determine the best final contract. If other
factors are more relevant — such as distribution,
secondary controls, intermediate cards, trump
length and so on — the convention should not be
used.

For a clear case of the proper use of Black-
wood, consider North’s four-notrump bid in this
deal. If partner has two aces, North wants to be
in six spades; if South has three aces, North can
consider undertaking seven spades; and if South
has only one ace, North plans to stop at five
spades. Blackwood is therefore entirely appro-
priate in this case.

When the deal occurred, South responded to
four notrump with five hearts, showing two aces.
North correctly leaped to six spades, an excellent
slam that ordinarily would have made easily. But
West, who had listened attentively to the bidding,
decided that normal defense would not stop the
contract.

It seemed to West that if he led a high heart
and it won, his side would probably take no more
tricks. His opponents had bid much too confi-
dently for him to expect his partner to come up
with a second trick. So West decided to stake the
outcome on the possibility that East had the eight
of hearts.

Accordingly, he led the heart deuce! East,
much to his surprise, won the trick with the eight
and had no trouble whatever finding the killing
club return.
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Family Circus e Bil Keane

© 2010 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Our look back at the first week of
Family Circus cartoons (1960) continues.

“For an encore, let’s do

‘Mack the Knife’!

Conqeptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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Difficulty Level % % %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: T WOULD SAY THAT

WHOEVER INVENTED THE FRISBEE MOST

CERTAINLY MADE A FABULOUS DISC-OVERY.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; H equals [

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS
1 False
god
5 Unruly

groups
9 Anti-
quated

12 Pond
organism

13 The
same as
above

14 Airport
overseer
org.

15 Regulat-
ed by
traffic
lights

17 Ever-
green
type

18 Render
helpless

19 Express
gratitude

21 On the
other
hand

22 Blackjack
compo-
nent,
some-
times

24 Liner,
e.g.

27 Fellow

28 Tend
texts

31 A billion 53 “— She
years Lovely”

32 Moreover 54 NYC hrs.

33 Eggs 55 Part of

34 Blue hue N.B.

36 Bache- 56 Relaxa-
lor’s last tion
words

37 Recog- DOWN
nized 1 Hit hard

38 Bellini 2 Singing
opera voice

40 Hello 3 Enthusi-

41 Sill astic

43 She had 4 Computer
some style
bad hair 5 Go
days for the

47 UN gold?
workers’ 6 Strange
org. 7 Plead

48 Baseball 8 Struck
tactic 9 Occa-

51 Winter sionally
woe 10 Reclined

52 Related 11 Unlit

Solution time: 25 mins.
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16 Melody

20 “— Haw”

22 Informal
interview

23 Destroy

24 Collec-
tion

25 Weeding
tool

26 Quick,
as an
errand

27 Cripple

29 “— had
it!”

30 Playing
marble

35 Journal

37 Tyke

39 12-step
program

40 Coop
occupant

41 Biogra-
phy

42 Right
angles

43 Lion’s
pride

44 — Minor

45 Catches
some
rays

46 Initial
chip

49 Presi-
dential
nickname

50 Stannum
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