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National Weather Service
Tonight: A 30 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms
before midnight. Partly cloudy,
with a low around 30. West wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 56. North wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Saturday Night: Patchy fog
after 1 a.m. Otherwise, partly
cloudy, with a low around 28.
North wind between 5 and 10
mph becoming calm.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 56. North wind 5 to 15
mph becoming south.

Sunday Night: A 50 percent
chance of showers. Cloudy, with
a low around 41.

Monday: Showers likely.
Cloudy, with a high near 45.
Chance of precipitation is 60
percent.

Monday Night: A chance of
rain and snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 26. Chance of
precipitation is 30 percent.

Tuesday: A slight chance of
rain and snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a high near 46. Chance of
precipitation is 20 percent.

City to install generator, improve motor on wells

From “GENERATOR,” Page 1

discharge pipe, placing the radiator outside
the building and placing a new radiator on
the chlorine pump.

At peak demand, both well would be
needed to keep water running, said Chris
Bieker, city public works director.

The contract for Well 12 will go to Cen-
tral Power Systems for $41,390 while the
contract for No. 13 will go to Western
Sprinklers for $8,850.

Hutfles said he went to each well and
looked at the motors. No. 13 has 650 hours
on it while the motor on No. 12 has little
over 5,000 hours. Bieker said the diesel en-
gines have an estimated lifetime of 40,000
hours.

Hutfles said he was impressed with how
easy the motors are to start, saying they are
a good backup system.

“I believe what they have is an extremely
good setup,” Hutfles said.

Hutfles said that, given that they have a
good system now, he wasn’t sure he saw
the need to spend so much money for new
generators.

“I would never jeopardize the health and
safety of this town,” he said. “I would also

Republican legislators
to push for more taxes

TOPEKA (AP) — Republican
leaders in the Kansas Senate say
they’ll push for $300 million in
tax increases to close a state bud-
get shortfall.

Senate President Steve Morris,
a Hugoton Republican, and Vice
President John Vratil, a Leawood
Republican, outlined those plans
during a news conference Friday.

Morris and Vratil said GOP

ing from Democratic Gov. Mark
Parkinson’s proposed budget.

Morris said senators will be
working on a tax plan that includes
an increase in the state’s 5.3 per-
cent sales tax, the elimination of
sales tax exemptions and higher
tobacco and alcohol excise taxes.

The state faces a projected $467
million budget shortfall for the fis-
cal year beginning July 1.

never spend their money frivolously.”

Taylor said the city would see the ben-
efit of the new backup generators in an ice
storm. The city workers, he said, would be
able to turn on the generators remotely and
then go on to other work.

“You’re not tying up that labor,” he said.

Weber said that at the meeting two weeks
ago, he had been ready to vote for the new
generators, but now he had some concerns.
He asked what would happen if the com-
puter that controls the system went down.

“I am not real comfortable with taking
a good backup system and trading it for
something electric,” Weber said. “I don’t
like putting 100 percent of our faith into
that computer.”

City Technology Director Mike Albers
said the “SCADA” system is only an inter-
face. It allows the crew to monitor things
remotely, but city workers control all the
actions. A programmable logic control
serves as its central hub at the city shop.
If that is lost, everything returns to manual
operation.

“If you got power, you walk in and flip
the switch,” he said.

Weber also asked about putting a genera-
tor on a third well in order to have another

well with a backup system, rather than re-
placing an existing backup. The council
asked Bieker for his opinion. He said the
city needs to do something with Well 12.

“That’s our bread and butter well,” he
said.

The city did a test of the water system
on Tuesday, shutting down the water tower.
Bieker said the system ran on Well 12, the
standpipe and a little from the treatment
plant.

In other business, the council:

* Discussed replacing a 1975 Ford truck
that pulls the wood chipper.

Hutfles questioned whether the city need-
ed a dedicated truck for the chipper. He
asked if the city could use an existing truck,
such as one of the dump trucks, to pull the
chipper. However, he said, the current truck
is far too old to continue using.

“I’'m certainly not defending the truck,”
he said, “but the idea that more is better is
not necessarily good.”

Bieker said his department can use other
trucks with some modifications, but they
might not always be available. The chip-
per gets a lot of use, he said, with the crew
keeping alleys clear, trimming trees away
from power lines, getting rid of branches

LOCAL TV LISTINGS

on the streets and many other uses. In his
opinion, he said, the city needs a dedicated
truck.

The council took no action on the re-
quest.

e Adopted a resolution supporting the
Thomas County Enterprise Zone. The zone
keeps the county on the state list of small
counties, allowing access to tax credits and
exemptions not available to larger counties.
Armstrong said this is part of the Commu-
nity Strategic Action Plan.

* Approved two requests from the Colby
High Alumni Association for its upcom-
ing reunion. They approved closing Fike
Park Road on Saturday, June 19, during the
reunion picnic and allowing everyone to
swim for free at the pool that day.

* Approved going out for bids to replace
the city’s reel trailer. The trailer is home-
made, with wire reels tied down rather than
bolted. Hutfles said he had seen the trailer
and called it an accident waiting to hap-
pen. City Manager Carolyn Armstrong said
there had been a couple of near misses with
reels coming loose from the trailer, adding
that there is $25,000 in the budget for a new
one.
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¢ Because of the flooding, we are
working in the back room. While
repairs are under way, come to the
front door, come on in, turn left
and you’ll find the “front desk.”

e As always, customers are our pri-
ority at the Colby Free Press. We're
here to serve you. Please pardon
our mess.
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