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Federal appeals court

upholds ‘under God’

By Terence Chea
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — An
appeals court has upheld referenc-
es to God on U.S. currency and in
the Pledge of Allegiance, rejecting
arguments they violate the consti-
tutional separation of church and
state.

“The Pledge of Allegiance
serves to unite our vast nation
through the proud recitation of
some of the ideals upon which our
Republic was founded,” Judge
Carlos Bea wrote for the major-
ity in a 2-1 ruling Thursday by 9th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

Bea noted that schools do not re-
quire students to recite the pledge,
which was amended to include
the words “under God” by a 1954
federal law signed by President
Eisenhower. Members of Con-
gress at the time said they wanted
to set the United States apart from
“godless communists.”

In a separate 3-0 ruling, the
court upheld the inscription of the
national motto “In God We Trust”
on U.S. coins and currency, citing
an earlier 9th Circuit panel that
ruled the phrase is ceremonial and
patriotic and “has nothing whats-
over to do with the establishment
of religion.”

The same court caused a na-
tional uproar and prompted accu-
sations of judicial activism when
it decided in Sacramento athiest
Michael Newdow’s favor in 2002,
ruling that the Pledge of Alle-
giance violated the First Amend-
ment prohibition against govern-
ment endorsement of religion.

President George W. Bush
called the 2002 decision “ridicu-
lous,” senators passed a resolu-
tion condemning it and Newdow
received death threats.

That lawsuit reached the U.S.
Supreme Court in 2004, but the
high court said Newdow lacked

the legal standing to file the suit
because he didn’t have custody of
his daughter, on whose behalf he
brought the case.

So Newdow filed an identical
challenge on behalf of other par-
ents who objected to the recitation
of the pledge at school. In 2005,
a federal judge in Sacramento de-
cided in Newdow’s favor, prompt-
ing the appeals court to take the
case again.

Judge Stephen Reinhardt, who
was part of the three-judge panel
that ruled in Newdow’s favor
eight years ago, wrote a 123-page
dissent to the 60-page majority
opinion.

“Under no sound legal analy-
sis adhering to binding Supreme
Court precedent could this court
uphold state-directed, teacher-
led, daily recitation of the ‘under
God’ version of the Pledge of
Allegiance by children in public
schools,” wrote Reinhardt, who
was appointed by President Jim-
my Carter in 1980.

Newdow, a doctor and attorney
who founded a group called the
First Atheist Church of True Sci-
ence, told the Associated Press
he would ask the appeals court to
rehear the case. If it rejects that re-
quest, Newdow said, he’ll appeal
to the U.S. Supreme Court.

“The whole argument that ‘under
God’ wasn’t placed into the pledge
for religious purposes is bogus,”
Newdow said. “I hope people rec-
ognize this is not against God or
people who believe in God. It’s
about the government not treat-
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ing people equally on the basis of
their lawful religious views.”

Rory Little, a professor at the
University of California Hastings
College of the Law, said the Su-
preme Court is unlikely to review
the case because Thursday’s rul-
ing is the third appellate court de-
cision upholding the pledge.

In addition, Congress passed
a law reaffirming the pledge in
2002, following the 9th Circuit’s
ruling that struck it down.

“I think this is the last word on
this particular lawsuit,” Little said.
“It’s an important ruling.”

Greg Katsas, who argued the
currency case on behalf of the U.S.
government when the appellate
court heard it in December 2007,
said he thought the panel made the
right decision Thursday.

“I think these two phrases en-
capsulate the philosophy on which
the nation was founded,” said
Katsas, who now works in private
practice. “There is a religious as-
pect to saying “One nation under
God,” but it isn’t like a prayer.
When someone says the pledge,
they’re not praying to God, they 're
pledging allegiance to the country,
the flag and the ideals of the coun-

try.”
Corrections

The Colby Free Press wants to
maintain an accurate record of
our town. Please report any error
or lack of clarity in a news story
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Bridget Grace Chaffin

Bridget Grace Chaffin, daughter of Marc and Cyn-
thia Chaffin of Goodland, was born Sunday, March
7, 2010, at Citizens Medical Center. She weighed 6
pounds, 12 ounces and measured 19.5 inches.

Sister Olivia welcomed the baby home.

Grandparents are Tom and Charlene Chapin of
Denver and Paul and Linda Chaffin of Goodland.

Taylor Madison Blake

Bradley and Lindsay (Haynes) Blake of Augusta,
Ga., are the parents of a daughter, Taylor Madison
Blake, born at 10:30 p.m. Sunday, March 7, 2010, at
Doctors Hospital in Augusta. She weighed 6 pounds,
2 ounces and was 18 3/4 inches long.

Grandparents are Steve and Cynthia Haynes,
Oberlin, and Jerry and Roberta Blake, Naperville,
Ill. Emma Desilet, Concordia, is her maternal great-

grandmother.
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Abilene Hustlers 4-H Club

Abilene Hustlers Vice President
Brennan Ziegelmeier presided
over the March 1 club meeting
in the absence of president Sarah
Lamm. Hannah Strange led the
club in the flag salute.

After Jory Koon read the min-
utes and they were approved, 11
members answered roll call by
naming their favorite fruit.

The council announced that the
“Welcome to Thomas County”
sign still needs to be put up and
the shooting sports, archery and
shotgun projects still need leaders.
Leaders need to commit to two
years to pay for the training.

Small animal weigh-in will be
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, May 6, at the Thomas County
Fairgrounds for sheep, goats, pigs
and bucket calves.

Community leader Donna
Lamm announced that American
Cancer Society daffodils will be

on sale soon, and asked the club if
they wanted to buy or donate. The
club voted to buy three bunches.

County Club Day will begin at
5 p.m. Friday, March 26, at Sa-
cred Heart Catholic School. The
club voted to do a model meeting
for club day, and to compete for a
pizza party with other clubs in get-
ting spring blood drive donors.

Josh Koon led the club in play-
ing Four Corners.

A guest was Kenton Krehbiel,
who judged the meeting. He said
the club did well, and gave tips on
how to make amendments to mo-
tions.

Before ending the meeting, the
club broke up into two groups to
practice their project talks and
demonstrations for Club Day.

Next meeting will be at 7 p.m.
Monday, April 5.

— Brook Ziegelmeier

Bulldogs

win bowl

By Karina Munoz
Golden Plains High School

On Thursday, March 4, the
Golden Plains physics class went
to Fort Hays State University for
the eighth annual Science Bowl
sponsored by the Society of Phys-
ics Students, and came home with
the hardware, winning the event.

The format is similar to Scholars
Bowl, but with the questions from
biology, earth science, chemistry,
physics and mathematics.

Participating schools included
Hays, four teams; Otis-Bison,
two teams; Logan, two teams; and
Hoisington, Smith Center, Stock-
ton and Golden Plains.

The Golden Plains team of
Michael Roehl, Shaun Gilbert,
Jonathan Broeckelman and Isaac
Broeckelman, won their pool with
arecord of 4-1.

The Hays A team won the other
pool. In the semifinals, Golden
Plains defeated Smith Center in
overtime 40-30 and Hays A de-
feated Logan B 50-20. In the fi-
nals, Golden Plains defeated Hays
A in overtime 50-40 to take the
championship.

“It felt fantastic to beat a 5A
school,” Isaac Broeckelman said.

Celebrate 90th

The family of Oscar Jones will
hold an open house for his 90th
birthday from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 20, at the Senior
Progress Center in Fike Park. The
family requests no gifts.

Cards will reach him at 635 S.
Grant Ave. in Colby.

Commercial & Residential
Call 785-460-CAMO (2266)
for a quote today!!

Owners
C.W. Cheney
Jason Mader

853 Davis Ave
Colby, KS 67701

services We Offer:
Weekly Trimming & Mowing

Power Raking
Aerating
Edging

Tree/ Hedge Trimming

Roto Tilling

\General Yard Clean Up

e Mittens is your full line fuel and lubricant distributor in

Western Kansas.

¢ Check with us for your spring lubricant and fuel needs,

large or small.

® Check with us for fuel contracting this spring.
Contact Jerry Chaput at 785-672-3062 ext. 14.

785-628-3279

a hearing loss.

CAN YOU SEE THE HEARING AID?

DO HEARING AIDS MAKE YOU FEEL PLUGGED
DO YOU WANT TO BE DISCRET ABOUT YOUR
HEARING AIDS
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TO TRY ON A PAIR
John Lang will be here:
Thursday, March 18 *9a.m. -5 p.m
Colby Community Building
285 E. Fifth St., Colby, Kan. 67701

Call for an Appointment!

DISCLAIMERS-Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. To try the hearing aids you must be tested and have

to us at 462-3963.

SERVICES [ DIRECTORY

Worship in

A

the church of your choice this weekend.

GATEWAY FELLOWSHIP, 2nd and Sunrise, Oakley.
Pastor James Bloom, Sunday Morning Worship and
Children’s Church 10:15 a.m., Wednesday evening
Bible Study and Intercessory Prayer 6:30 p.m. 785-
671-4020.

COLBY INDEPENDENT BAPTIST CHURCH, 730 E.
3rd (former Jaycee’s building), Pastor Bernard Heinz,
785-460-0313, Sunday School9:30a.m.; Sunday Morn-
ing Worship 10:30 a.m.; Sunday Evening 6:00 p.m.;
Wednesday Evening 7:00 p.m.

ASCENSION-ON-THE-PRAIRIE EPISCOPAL, Rev.
Don Martin, College Drive & Wheatridge Rd., 785-462-
3041, Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. every Sunday. Evening
Prayer, 5:15 p.m. Wednesday, September through May.
Christian Education for Youth, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
September through May.

COLLEGE DRIVE ASSEMBLY OF GOD, 245 W. Col-
lege Dr., Colby. Pastor Steve Todd. Worship Service
10:15a.m. Sunday School 9 a.m. for allages. Wednes-
day Youth at The Rock 3:30 and 7 p.m. Sunday evening
services at 6:30 p.m. on all Sundays except the 5th Sun-
day of every month. 785-462-8234. cdag @st-tel.net.

BEREAN CHURCH, 1000 S. Franklin, 785-460-2763,
www.colbyberean.com; Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sun-
day Worship 10:45 a.m. Pastor Mark Carlton, Senior
Pastor and Pastor Jason Purdy, Youth Pastor. Middle
School Group Wednesday 7 p.m. at the Attic and High
School Youth Group Sunday 6 p.m. at the Attic. AWANA
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. at the church.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, (Affiliated with American
Baptist Churches USA) Dr. Joan Harrington, Interim Pas-
tor, 615W. Webster, 785-462-2867. Sunday School:9:15
a.m.; Family Worship: 10:30a.m.; Bible Study: Sundaysat
7 p.m. RC Club 2nd and 4th Sundays at2 p.m.

COLLEGE VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH (Affiliated with
SouthernBaptist), 1185 Wheatridge Rd. at College Drive,
785-460-7144, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worshipservices, 10:45a.m. Prayer Service at6:30p.m.
on Wednesday’s.

PLEASANTHOME CHURCH, Pastor, Perry Baird, 785-
890-3375, 3190 Road 70, Edson, Worship, 9:00 a.m.,
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

WINONA METHODIST CHURCH, 501 Bellview Ave.
Rev. Sheryl Johnson, Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Morn-

MINGO BIBLE CHURCH, 420 Main Mingo, 785-462-
2992: Anindependent community church served by Vil-
lage Missions Intern Pastor Tom Peyton. Sunday School:
9:30AM - allages. Sunday Services: 10:45AM. Sunday
Nights: 1st Sunday ofthe month: potluck following morn-
ing service -noevening service; 2nd Sunday: services at
6:30 PM; 3rd Sunday: informal fellowship - bring a snack
to share!; 4th and 5th Sunday: services at 6:30 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 785-462-2179, Father
Dana Clark, Pastor, Saturday Eve. Mass 5:30 p.m.,
Sunday Masses 8:00 & 10:00 a.m., Confessions will be
heard Saturday 4:30-5:05 p.m. and from 7:30-7:45a.m.
and 9:25-9:40 a.m. on Sunday.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol Rahn,
515 W. 4th, 785-462-6342, Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.
Podcasts of the worship services are available at the
church website colbypress.org.

WESLEYAN CHURCH, 320 W. Pine - 785-462-8391,
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship 10:40 a.m.,
Sunday Evening Cell groups at 6:00 p.m., Wednesday
Youth Ministries, Kids Clubhouse 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY
SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 785-460-6605, President
Andy Rose, 785-460-6807; Erwin Mitchell, 1st counselor,
785-460-1952; Calvin Haverfield, 2nd counselor, 785-
953-1043. Sacrament meeting 10 a.m., Sunday School
and Primary 11:20a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society, YM/
YW, 12:10 p.m.; Family History Center open, 7-9 p.m.
Thursdays or by appointment. Call 785-462-3571.

REDEEMING LOVEMINISTRIES, INC.,345N. Franklin,
Dr. W.G. and Rev. Orvella Romine, Equipping Class,
Sunday, 9 a.m., Sunday worship, 10 a.m., Wednesday,
R.L.MTraining Centers (Bible School), 6 p.m. Shoponline
at: www.rimregionalchurch.com.

COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Rev. James
Mardock, pastor, 950 S. Franklin, 785-460-6521, Sunday
Worship Services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m., Fellowship
coffee 9:30 a.m., Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., KXXX
broadcasts 11:00 worship. www.colbyumc.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST, Minister, Jarrod Spencer. 510
E. 4th, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m., Wednesday, Bible Study 7:00 p.m. www.
colbychurch.com

BREWSTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, PO Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Chambers, 785-462-6044, Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service, 10:45a.m.

Schedule of church services

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, (Disciples of Christ),
PastorLyle Knebel, 385 W. 3rd - 785-460-2718, Sunday
Morning Worship and Children’s Church at 10:00 a.m.

OUR SAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH, Brewster,
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.; 2nd Sunday of the month
at8:00a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rev. Don White and
Rev. Tim Llewellyn, East 5th & Country Club, 785-462-
3497, Services, Sat., 5:30 p.m., Sunday; Sunday School
andAdultBible Class 9:30a.m.; Services, 11:00a.m. Visit
us at www.trinitycolby.com.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, 205 1st St., Pastor
Jerry Vincent, 785-586-2376, Sunday School (classes
for 3years & up and 3 adult classes) 9:30 a.m., Morning
worship 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, PO
Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Chambers, 785-462-
6044, Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service,
10:45a.m.

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF, REXFORD, Joan Dingw-
erth, Director, 785-687-2565.

REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford, Pastor
Lane Purcell, 785-687-3305, Sunday School 9:30 a.m.,
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike Pinkelman,
Pastor, Brewster - 785-694-2720, Sunday School (all
ages)9:30a.m., Worship Service 10:30a.m., Bible Study
7:00 p.m., Wed. mornings 6:30 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study,
Wed. 7:00 p.m. - Children’s Ministries (Royal Rangers/
Missionettes), Wed. 7:15 p.m. - Intercessory & Prayer,
Tue. 5:00 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study.

by these business firms as a
contribution to the religious
life of the community.

ing Worship 9:15a.m. (CDT)

To become a sponsor,
call Andrea, Heather or
Shaly today at
462-3963.

Bud Van Horn and Staff
1760 W. 4th 462-2181
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