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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 3/15

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 3/12

Famous Hand
Assume you’re in six spades and West leads a 

club. After taking dummy’s ace, what would you 
do next?

You might start drawing trumps, expecting to 
make seven, but when West showed out, you’d 
begin to have doubts about even making six. 
And if you stopped drawing trumps in order to 
test the diamonds by playing the A-K, your worst 
fears would be realized when East ruffed the sec-
ond diamond and returned a club. You’d ruff, of 
course, but could not avoid going down one.

You could attribute the result to bad luck, and 
you’d certainly have a case since your chances of 
going down are less than 1-in-20. However, close 
analysis reveals that the contract is ice-cold.

When the deal was played many years ago by 
Harry Fishbein, he made the slam in a perfectly 
simple way. He won the club with the ace and 
ruffed a club at trick two.

This innocent play made all the difference be-
tween making the slam and going down. When he 
next played the ace of spades and West showed 
out, Fishbein cashed the queen of hearts before 
playing the A-K of diamonds.

The long-range effect of the club ruff at trick 
two now became apparent when East had to 
decide whether to ruff the king of diamonds. If 
he ruffed, he would have to put dummy on lead 
whatever he returned, and Fishbein would then 
be able to discard the 10-9 of diamonds on the 
A-K of hearts.

When East declined to ruff, Fishbein persisted 
with the queen of diamonds, and East discarded 
again. Fishbein thereupon ruffed the nine of dia-
monds in dummy, establishing his ten, and al-
though East overruffed, that was the only trick 
the defense could score.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: Ever since he was 12 years 
old, my deeply religious son wanted to be a priest. 
But now, after five years, he has left the priest-
hood. He’s always been self-assured, knowing 
what to do next with great conviction. But now 
he seems so lost. I really get upset when he talks 
about having no plans for the future. I’m very 
worried. What, if anything, can I do? – N.G.

Dear N.G.: It must have been a very traumatic 
decision for your son when it came to leaving 
the priesthood, especially after imagining the 
course of his life so vividly. If this leave-taking 
has just happened, I believe you will need to give 
him some time to heal without pressuring him to 
make decisions about his next step. Almost like a 
rebound romance after a marital breakup, any im-
pulsive moves now could come back to hurt him 
even more. So I wouldn’t be too worried right 
now, in terms of career advice. But of course you 
can be supportive in other ways.

You can offer him a place to live, money to get 
started with something else – if you can spare it 
– or just the assurance that you are there. If he 
hasn’t explained why he left the priesthood, don’t 
pry. You may never really know the reason. That 
would be OK – only he has to be comfortable 
with it. Offer to attend church with him. Ask him 
if he’d like you to help him explore options. He 
probably has lost a lot of confidence in his own 
judgment, so be there to back him up. The best 
you can do is just keep standing in his corner.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My daughter wants to go 
to medical school. She is a compassionate person, 
but I’m worried about her grades. It almost seems 
too late in her academic life to get the kind of 
glowing grades needed. I’m concerned she might 
be prevented from realizing her goal. It makes me 
very sad. How do I cope? – T.H.

Dear T.H.: If your daughter can do well on the 
exam required for medical school, she will have a 
chance of getting in someplace. But the odds are 
tough – about 42,000 very good candidates for 
only 18,000 slots. Being a compassionate person 
may not be enough without something to show 
for it – not just mastery of the material, but work 
history or activities showing her capabilities, as 
well as great essays and letters of recommenda-
tion. 

As to what makes a good doctor these days, 
there are some interesting findings that would 
seem encouraging to those who don’t test so well. 
If they can make it into medical school, they may 
struggle at first as the academic load increases, 
but they do better as they go along because of 
more hands-on experience with the sick and in-
jured – and where they can show off their com-
passionate bedside manner. A study in the Journal 
of Applied Psychology showed that an examina-
tion of 600 medical students found that those 
who tested strongly for personality traits such as 
conscientiousness and extraversion had a good 
chance at success even if their cognitive skills 
were not as high. So if your daughter can get her 
foot in the door, that’s a good first step. How you 
can cope is by letting her do her own thing.

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate
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