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Former priest
has no direction

Dear Dr. Brothers: Ever since he was 12 years
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Beetle Balley ® Mort Walker old, my deeply religious son wanted to be a priest.

BEETLE! HOW MANY | DON'T WAVE
TIMESHAVE L YOUR FINGER

TOLD You...

But now, after five years, he has left the priest-
]
ngﬁ»;oy.?:;gmggg hood. He’s always been self-assured, knowing \
what to do next with great conviction. But nOW i by king Featres syna )
he seems so lost. I really get upset when he talks 1o " o , .
about having no plans for the future. I'm very See! Mommy,s _b"_'thday s in March
worried. What, if anything, can I do? — N.G. and Daddy’s is in October, so

Dear N.G.: It must have been a very traumatic Mommy’s OLDER!”
decision for your son when it came to leaving

the priesthood, especially after imagining the conceptis Sud.oku ® Dave Green

course of his life so vividly. If this leave-taking
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has just happened, I believe you will need to give 2 8 3
him some time to heal without pressuring him to
make decisions about his next step. Almost like a S
rebound romance after a marital breakup, any im- 4 1 9 5 3 Tj
Blondie * Chic Young puive oves o cold com bk 0t i | 6 42 |
BUMSTEAD, WHILE I'M copy DON'T LET \( OVER AND SU DITHERS & COMPANY? [ YOU DA MAN, in terms of dvice. But of
OJT OF THe OFFICE THe )| THAT, .|\ ME DOWN, WHERE DO THESE 1 DAG! e e 01 COte Yol 6 1 2|
SON / : PIZZAS GO? can be supportive in other ways. =
k/\ ' You can offer him a place to live, money to get 5 7 g
5 started with something else — if you can spare it &
g — or just the assurance that you are there. If he 3 6 8 =}
g hasn’t explained why he left the priesthood, don’t 41 7 £
g =L pry. You may never really know the reason. That =
4 — would be OK — only he has to be comfortable &
o “ o with it. Offer to attend church with him. Ask him 6 1 5 9 4 g
£ [ § if he’d like you to help him explore options. He 4 1 5 2
3 § probably has lost a lot of confidence in his own T * — ©
~_| 2 § 3 judgment, so be there to back him up. The best ' <Y Leve
of315 =0 : yo]gcan ii)o iisjustthkeep 1s\;[[anging liln his corner. This is a logic-based num- [4]1]6]9][2]3[7]8[5
. . ear Dr. brothers: My daughter wants 10 20 3.1 pigcement uzzle. 9/3/5|8|7|6]|2|1|4]:
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne Itjo n}edical SC'hZOIBShe 1isacorcrllpaslsiolnate person, ThIZ goal is mlz ter o - : S Z ; g ;1 g 2 g i
‘ 7 ’ » ut I’'m worried about her grades. It almost seems 1,0, 1.9 i each cell inwhich
FUNNY THE ? J CAN'T REMEMBER ¢ too late in her academic life to get the kind of 05 row column and 3x3 12181 715181119/4 2
‘;;""‘/’\’?}?i 5’;% IF l;%’g}ﬁg%;f /ZO E glowing grades needed. I’'m concerned she might regionmu,st containonlyone 815214609371
J 5 be prevented from realizing her goal. It makes me h I 618/3/7]1/214]5 9
AT A TIME DELIVERY BEFORE 4 How do I oope? - TH instance of eachnumeral. — ['517(9|3]4|8[1]2]6
LIKE TH5... \ LEFT THIS MORNING... very sad. Low do 1 cope” — 1.4 The solution to the last [2]4]1]6]9]5[8(3]7]
Dear T.H.: If your daughter can do well on the ¢, 70ku puzzle is at right. B Lo # 3 A%

exam required for medical school, she will have a

chance of getting in someplace. But the odds are

tough — about 42,000 very good candidates for Cry- to ui
only 18,000 slots. Being a compassionate person p q' p
may not be enough without something to show

for it — not just mastery of the material, but work

history or activities showing her capabilities, as EDB O L Z G DE DZL C DE ZVV

well as great essays and letters of recommenda-
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Mother Goose and Grimm Mike Peters As to what makes a good doctor these days, P U J K L Z V R D Z 0 V C R V J Z U Q P M
_I WANQOB-D MEETMQ 727 there are some interesting findings that would
FR\QNV BOBTHER ABQ TO0 seem encouraging to those who don’t test so well.
’ 7 If they can make it into medical school, they may )
@ VUC‘ERE‘ BUTTAK& ITSLOW’ FAST AR struggle at first as the academic load increases, VB Z G L E G LPR ) D'W E U M @
VULTURES THROW UPON but they do better as they go along because of
%UR FOOT ‘F THEQ @ET = more hands-on experience with the sick and in-
FRIGHTENED. o jured — and where they can show off their com- D7 E DP-PLWKL-D Q PL.
. passionate bedside manner. A study in the Journal
: D of Applied Psychology showed that an examina- , i
66%\;\-\ tion of 600 medical students found that those TH?&%S%%Z#S{?E?BE)D BY$ /[\J H\gg]%lﬁ%ggégg
A & who tested strongly fgr personality tr}elnts such as REALLY BE KNOWN AS HIS SOCK-IN-TRADE.
&' 2, conscientiousness and extraversion had a goo
chance at success even if their cognitive skills ’ : .
were not as high. So if your daughter can get her TOday 3 nyptquIP Clue. v equals O
Sallyv Forth ® Greg Howard foot in the door, that’s a good first step. How you
y g can cope is by letting her do her own thing. crossword ® Eugene Sheffer
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o . Obama Obama 7 Knows 25 Be accept-
TOdd the Dmosaur i P&tPle RObePtS o ;é\K Qe cabinet cabinet what able P
> Rl,ent;.lddmﬁst South  West 16 Hebrew 47 Needle to do, 26 Vicinity
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, f WHY, A PUFFED-UP Z|PLOCT 50 You Now 84 Pass 24 Pass month case maybe 27 Posterior
SusiE ! THANK, YEAH I COULDN'T HAVE A PouNp P4 pass 4% Pass 17 Sternward 48 Famous 8 Watch 29 Cold-
X OF AIR NAMED Opening lead — queen of clubs. 18 Un- aria from crystal, shoulder
AFFORD TO HAVE A AFTER Yoo/ : . .
| STAR NAMED AFTER 1S THAT CooL Famous Hand expected Carmen maybe 31 Awate’
3| You, BUT THAT STAR OR WHAT? A , 20 Winter 49 S.plr!tu_al 9 Language 33 Roma’s
| comMpANY HAS A ; ssume you’re in six spades and West leads a garment discipline of land
VALUE MENU/ £ club. After taking dummy’s ace, what would you 23 Dalmatian 50 Bath Pakistan 34 Hindu pre-
5 & do next? detail locale 10 Pronto, server god
o G f You might start drawing trumps, expecting to 24Causea 51 Mormon ona 36 Informa-
é = make seven, but when West showed out, you’d o5 ;U"fe'tf " state memo 37t(':0”d ’
g : : ; en of the urds
4 5 : begin to have doubts about even making six. =508 0 soiution time: 27 mins. . pariner
¥ 3 nd if you stopped drawing trumps in order to cabinet <1 38Car
o] 9 test the diamonds by playing the A-K, your worst g~ Aviy E| 39Hit hard
fezgsdwould (liae re(:iahzed wgen I?als)t r\l{lffec(ij thef;ec% 29 Felonious \S/ 40 Lettuce
. e T ond diamond and returned a club. You’d ruff, o monk in variety
Zits Jim Borgman & JGI’I’y Scotb course, but could not avoid going down one. “The Da r| 43 Water
You could attribute the result to bad luck, and ~ Vinci U (Fr.)
HE’(’ WH”«E WE’KE éTUFF JUQT 4 ; ; y Code” Hl 44 Trawler
O ME you’d certainly have a case since your chances of 3
OU\—WEGHOUW&ET THINK&FWT? COMEQT : i 30Ump need
THEI VAN WAGHED! SOMETIMES. i(l);lllg qOWH ar]e less than 1-in-20. .HQW?Ver’ close 32 Hillary 45 Historic
. ysis reveals that the contract is ice-cold. of the time
T When. the Qeal was played many years ago by Obama E 46“Go,
N Harry Fishbein, he made the slam in a perfectly cabinet team!”

simple way. He won the club with the ace and
ruffed a club at trick two.

This innocent play made all the difference be-
tween making the slam and going down. When he
next played the ace of spades and West showed
out, Fishbein cashed the queen of hearts before
playing the A-K of diamonds.

The long-range effect of the club ruff at trick

2 3 8 |9 10 |11
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CHECK n—v PRE-VAID My ?ELATWEG [T MUST FEEL WEIRD Elwo.dnowhbte;lcan:e a[g)zg]eni .wherli gast hz:jd tI(;
) | ecide whether to ru e king of diamonds.
or! CARNPSHES! Mﬁggﬁﬁz %gg%gég” NOTIN he ruffed, he would have to put dummy on lead
WHOLEWKLET TE VN«UE OF whatever he returned, and Fishbein would then
OFTHEMFO‘Z i OURVEHICLE be able to discard the 10-9 of diamonds on the
CHRISTANG ) A-K of hearts.
) When East declined to ruff, Fishbein persisted
Za0 £ with the queen of diamonds, and East discarded

again. Fishbein thereupon ruffed the nine of dia-
monds in dummy, establishing his ten, and al-
though East overruffed, that was the only trick
the defense could score.
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