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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 3/18

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 3/17

The Battle for Trump Control
One of the great advantages of playing in a suit 

contract, rather than notrump, is that the trump 
suit neutralizes at least some of the tricks the 
defenders would otherwise be able to take with 
their high cards or long suits.

However, this advantage does not protect a de-
clarer in every case. If the defenders persist in 
attacking with their long suit, they might eventu-
ally run declarer out of trumps and then be able to 
score whatever tricks they have left in their main 
suit.

Here is a case where the defenders can pre-
vail in that manner, provided they play carefully. 
West leads three rounds of clubs, forcing declarer 
to ruff.

Superficially, it seems that South is now on 
solid ground, since he has four sure trump tricks, 
three heart tricks and four diamond tricks. Nev-
ertheless, the contract will fail if West defends 
correctly.

At trick four, declarer leads the king of trumps. 
If West takes the king with the ace, South easily 
wins the rest of the tricks. But if West ducks the 
king of trumps, leaving himself with the A-6-5 
while South still has the J-10-8, West retains con-
trol of the trump suit.

When South continues with the jack, West 
ducks again, thus sealing declarer’s fate. South 
cannot afford to lead another trump, because 
West would win with the ace and return a club to 
force out declarer’s last trump and so defeat the 
contract two tricks.

The best South can do, after West ducks the 
first two trumps, is to cash as many tricks as he 
can in diamonds and hearts. Sooner or later, West 
ruffs one of them with the six of trumps, and the 
contract goes down one.

(c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I know a good relationship 
with your neighbor is priceless, but I feel like I’m 
just an excuse for the woman who lives next door 
to get out of her house. I think it’s not so much 
that she enjoys my company as that she wants to 
get away from her husband. She’s always inviting 
herself over, and it’s driving me crazy. What are 
my options for dealing with this mess? – F.R.

Dear F.R.: I feel for you, because I know you 
must feel trapped by circumstances. There she is, 
right next door, and there is nothing you can do 
to get away. In this case, setting boundaries takes 
on a whole new meaning – did you ever hear the 
expression “good fences make good neighbors”? 
Well, I hope you don’t have to resort to putting 
up a fence or a row of trees to act as a barrier 
between you and the assault from next door. That 
would be rude – so save it as a last-ditch option, 
one that might be ignored anyway, if this woman 
is as insensitive as she appears to be.

The solution lies in your availability. Emotion-
al boundaries are going to be more useful than 
the last-ditch fence. You must indicate that your 
time is precious and that you don’t have enough 
of it to share with her. You can do this by being 
unavailable when she comes. Be in the basement 
doing the laundry, and don’t hear the doorbell. 
If she persists, gently tell her you are busy and 
will see her soon. Then you can take the steer-
ing wheel when it comes to how much access she 
has. If none of this works, you’ll need to tell her 
you can’t help her with her personal problems.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I was the last holdout 
among my friends to do it. This week, I finally 
joined Facebook, and was amazed. How one can 
simply link up with all these faces from the past 
simply astonishes me. Here’s the problem. An ex-
girlfriend contacted me and wants to get together. 
I’m happily married – which she knows – and I 
don’t want to upset my wife by telling her I might 
meet her. What should I do? – B.R.

Dear B.R.: The problem you are presented 
with by joining a social network is one that is 
being repeated endless times across the coun-
try. Anyone past high-school age who has a past 
of any sort is finding it impossible to hide from 
old memories – and those who want to rekindle 
them! Many people mean what they say – they 
would meet once and go on with their lives. Is 
your old girlfriend married, too? If so, you might 
ask her how she handled the potential visit on her 
end of the computer. Which brings me to the crux 
of the matter.

Since you have just joined Facebook and have 
a past, it would seem pretty foolish to make a 
decision without considering the overall pic-
ture. Surely this could happen again. You need 
to sit down with your wife and discuss all the 
“what ifs” that could come up. And if she is on 
the site too, discuss how she is going to handle 
blasts from her past. Obviously there will be 
special circumstances, but you should come to 
an agreement about how you want to cope with 
old friends. That will give you a guideline to deal 
with this one, as well as future requests. Setting 
boundaries now makes a lot of sense.

 (c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate
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Bridge • Steve Becker
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Is she an excuse
for neighbor?

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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