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Baby Blues ° Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

QUEAK!
SSQUEM(!
SQUEN!

Dr. Joyce Family Circus ‘0 Bil Keane

Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

= 1OW DOES HAMMIE GET SO
MUCH DIET IN WS EARS?

-
T

, SORRY,
MOMMY. T DIDN'T '\
DREAM ABOUT YOU

LAST NIGHT.

10 DIST By MrAG FEATLNES SYMDLATE

| o L\ N7 | Is she an excuse
LN C (oTaa ) for neighbor?

. Dear Dr. Brothers: I know a good relationship
_Beetle Balley ® Mort Walker ) with your neighbor is priceless, but I feel like I'm

WHAT'S THE SENSE OH, IT'6 DEFINITELY I LOVE TOSEE just an excuse for the woman who lives next door

IN CLEANING A WORTH THE EFFORT YOUR FACE to get out of her house. I think it’s not so much
GARBAGE CAN? WHEN IT GETS g that she enjoys my company as that she wants to
) MESSY AGAIN! get away from her husband. She’s always inviting

herself over, and it’s driving me crazy. What are
my options for dealing with this mess? — F.R. “ . . . »
Dear F.R.: I feel for you, because I know you -..but | promise I will tonlght.

must feel trapped by circumstances. There she is,
right next door, and there is nothing you can do :

togget away. In this case, setting bouigaries takes conceptls sud'Ok:u ¢ Dave Green
on a whole new meaning — did you ever hear the 5 9 2 4
expression “good fences make good neighbors”?
Well, I hope you don’t have to resort to putting 8 1
up a fence or a row of trees to act as a barrier

Blondie ® Chic Young between you and the assault from next door. That | 4 8 3

— - I V] - would be rude — so save it as a last-ditch option,
|S THERE A PROBLEM PULLING UP HY 1S IT TAKING ELL, IF YOU 'M JUST SAVYING HELLO TO A that might be i d if thi
My ACCOUNT INFORMATION? 50 LONG? Mu/srfﬁo\w) FEW NEW FRENDS ON My /| orc o TSI Be IBROTed anyway, 1S woman 1 4

,._7 < FACEBOOK PAGE! is as insensitive as she appears to be.
° 5 2 *3 Y
) PLEASE
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The solution lies in your availability. Emotion- 9 5 8 4

al boundaries are going to be more useful than 7 3

BEAR WITH ME the last-ditch fence. You must indicate that your

A FEW MORE time is precious and that you don’t have enough 5 6
MINUTES,

MR. BUMSTEAD

(00

of it to share with her. You can do this by being
unavailable when she comes. Be in the basement 7
doing the laundry, and don’t hear the doorbell.
If she persists, gently tell her you are busy and 1 3
will see her soon. Then you can take the steer-
ing wheel when it comes to how much access she
o has. If none of this works, you’ll need to tell her  7picic o logic-based num-
. you can’t help her with her personal problems.

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne Dear Dr. Brothers: I was the last holdout b%f;?gg%i%i%gﬁ -
among my friends to do it. This week, I finally ber, 1-9, ineach cell inwhich
joined Facebook, and was amazed. How one can
simply link up with all these faces from the past
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Difficulty Level % % %
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010 YoU TELL THE CHEF OUR STEAKS \ - YES, HE SAIP IF YoU CAN'T
WERE A% TolcH A519HOE LEATHER FINISH YOUR 5TEAK, T 4HOULD
wﬁ WE COLLDN TEAT T“/EM? GIVE YOU A POGGIE BAG TO TAKE simply astonishes me. Here’s the problem. An ex- instance of each numeral.

IT HOME WITH Yo girlfriend contacted me and wants to get together. 71, solution to the last

\74\/ I’m happily married — which she knows — and I Sudoku puzzle is at right. B
, don’t want to upset my wife by telling her I might

meet her. What should I do? — B.R.

Dear B.R.: The problem you are presented 1

with by joining a social network is one that is cryptoqulp

being repeated endless times across the coun-

try. Anyone past high-school age who has a past
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" old memories — and those who want to rekindle
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. . them! Many people mean what they say — the
Mother Goose and Grimm ° Mike Peters would meei/ once and go on with tl):eir }iives. I)s/ DAGHMBXYKJ] HXVG M Q 7APX Q L

your old girlfriend married, too? If so, you might

l'D LIKE ?O) 70 mKE \ ask her how she handled the potential visit on her
8 ME FOR A WALK .. 4 end of the computer. Whit:hl?rirtlgstmetotilecrux S OMIBKI DRKTP BMIJKN, SIK

J, SHALL I FETCH THE !"‘ .)5:'} Ofgilti:clen?/t;ir.have just joined Facebook and have
CAN|NE SQMBOL a pgs.t, it wiould seem 'pret.ty foolish to makq a H R M G K Z N S Y K I V M X Q H K I G 9
OF OPPRESSION P/ decision without considering the overall pic-  Yegterday’s Cryptoquip: AT THE HORSES'

ture. Surely this could happen again. You need

to sit down with your wife and discuss all the NECK HAIR GROOMING CONTEST, WE HEARD
“what ifs” that could come up. And if she is on SOMEBODY REMARK “MAY THE BEST MANE

W the site too, discuss how she is going to handle »
blasts from her past. Obviously there will be WIN.
A § special circumstances, but you should come to TOday,S Crypmqmp Cllle' M equals O

an agreement about how you want to cope with

sauy Forth ® Gre g Howard old friends. That will give you a guideline to deal
with this one, as well as future requests. Setting crossword ® Eugene Sheffer

ALICE, I WANT YOU TO MEeT JM A PLEASURE SAME @ CURIOUS, HAS SALLY Y'WAS JUST ABOUT|  boundaries now makes a lot of sense.
MY SISTER JACKIE. (===l TO MEET YOU!  HERE. I EVER SAID A SINGLE | TO ASK YOU (c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate ACROSS 44 Suitor's 4 Attorney 21 Fissure
; § Nlﬁé %"LGOSEOU" THE SAME THING. 1 Donkey intent General 22 Beige
= : 3 4 Difficult 46 Annual Eric 23 Online
[ J
% Bmd’ge Steve Becker 8 Clenched publica- 5 Foreman help page
5;}; il(:)l;{}:-‘ifi:ﬁ:vulncr'lblu hand tion foe 27 Club —
g ‘ NORTH 12 Cudgel 50 Zilch 6 Laugh-a- 29 Tent
& 38%37 13 Hodge- 51 Worms, minute at an
S y : *¢KQ106 podge maybe 7 Recipi- expo
TN . "‘ 3 WEST*Q 83 EAST 14 Formerly 52 Bundle of ent’'s 30 Look-
X 4’4% : s AA654 @7 - 15 Green nerves? benefac- alike
% ‘ gﬁ‘\‘ i M MAAAREE onion 56 Wheels tor 31 Refinery
= i}i; lw H #aKI103 L FQT2 17 Stench of 8 Network waste
- = ‘ AKJ1082 18 Began fortune? of 33 Explosive
o . YAl 19 Starting 57 Duel tool predatory measure
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts 2617 at the 58 Mine-car relation- 35 Wall
' i The bidding: -, highest contents ships Street
000, 1887 1T cooL\ -+ 51GH+ | | [WELL, THEYREX T KNow, BT | [ row's Your| NoT BAD. How's R S level 59 Paradise 9 — stat, with
HOw OUR SCHooL | YEAH, I BETTER THAN  \THEY KINDA LOSE] | “SP1OER- YouR “INCRE DIBLE- e Pass 34 Pass : : ) CTha?
LIBRARY HAS GOESS ALL THE OTHER | SOMETHING PERSON " P/GREEN-GL ANDUL AR- ?),‘ . 21 Diversion 60 Entrance European The
COMIC BOOKS Now T STUFF WE USED/ ARTER THE PROBLEM- PERSON- pening lead — king of clubs. zg gncooked 61 Promptly 10 Sarbage 23 E— IRafael
To cHECK ouT/ ScHooL BOARD WHO'S-GOING -To - The Battle for Trump Control ere arge el type
g CHANGES -THEM ANGER-MANAGEMENT- One of th t advant pf lavine i it (French) DOWN 11 Sea bird 43 Sum-
5 To BE PoLITICALLY CLASSES™? ne ot the great advantages - payms i a sult =g 4 es 1 Tummy 16 Main- moned on
(G2 o CORRECT contract, rather than notrump, is that the trump X ,
> - suit neutralizes at least some of the tricks the 28 Family muscles lander’s a beeper
—— @ . . branches 2 Pouch memento 45 Lubricant
7 25 d defenders would otherwise be able to take with g5 o0 3 Mare’s 20 — de 46 Compe-
S 9 ¢ 7 their high card§ or long suits. cover- mate deux tent
; & M o 3 3 However, this advantfage doe; not protect a d.e- page o _ 47 Eosi-
° db 2 NIt clarer’m every case. I thg de ender.s persist in word Solution time: 25 mins. tioned
3-19 g R ST B ROBEETS attacking with their long suit, they might eventu- 34 Post- 48 Marceau,
- ally run declarer out of trumps and then be able to proof e.g.
score whatever tricks they have left in their main abbr. 49 Guitar
suit. 36 Cry attach-
WHO WOULD UAVE Here is a case where the defenders can pre- loudly ment
GRIME vail in that manner, provided they play carefully. 37 Melodies 53 Ultra-
THOUGHT THAT i 39 Grum modern
COULD BE STRICTURALY West leads three rounds of clubs, forcing declarer py >
: to ruff. compan- (Prefix)
Superficially, it seems that South is now on ion? T 54 Acapulco
solid ground, since he has four sure trump tricks, :; Ey \t/vay ° 55 gold h
three heart tricks and four diamond tricks. Nev- 1atus res
ertheless, the contract will fail if West defends [Tz T3 2 9 T0 11
correctly.
At trick four, declarer leads the king of trumps.
If West takes the king with the ace, South easily
wins the rest of the tricks. But if West ducks the

king of trumps, leaving himself with the A-6-5

while South still has the J-10-8, West retains con-
trol of the trump suit. :-

When South continues with the jack, West 29 (30 |31
ducks again, thus sealing declarer’s fate. South
cannot afford to lead another trump, because
West would win with the ace and return a club to
force out declarer’s last trump and so defeat the
contract two tricks.

The best South can do, after West ducks the
first two trumps, is to cash as many tricks as he
can in diamonds and hearts. Sooner or later, West
ruffs one of them with the six of trumps, and the
| contract goes down one.
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