
Colby High junior Skyler Men-
gel not only threw a no-hitter on 
Tuesday at Scott City, she almost 
threw a perfect game.

Mengel only allowed one runner 
to get on base in the entire game. 

“She used her drop ball and 
screwball and moved the ball in 
and out,” said coach Jack Elliot. 
“They had trouble getting the 
meat of the bat on the ball.”

The only Lady Beavers’ runner 
who reached first base came in 
the first inning when Mengel hit a 
batter. Juniors Brittany Bange had 
two runs batted in and junior Cait-
lyn Wark had one run batted in the 
first game. 

Mengel also started the second 
game for the Lady Eagles. She 
allowed two runs in five innings. 
Colby led 8-2 when Mengel left 
the game.

She was relieved by freshman 
Kenzie Curry in the sixth. Curry 
pitched a one, two, three inning in 
the sixth, but she struggled in the 
seventh. The Lady Beavers scored 
five runs in the seventh before 
Mengel returned to the mound and 
got the game’s final out as Colby 
pulled out a 8-7 victory. 

Wark went a combined three 
for six in two games and Mengel 
went four for eight. Junior Bailey 
Koerperich, sophomore Madison 
Gawith, Wark and Mengel all 
doubled in one of the games.

Elliot said Wark and Koerperich 
made some good infield plays dur-
ing the games. He said Wark, Col-
by’s shortstop, backhanded a hard 

shot in the hole between shortstop 
and third base and threw out the 
runner before she reached first. 
The coach said Koerperich, the 
team’s second baseman, fielded a 
hot shot between first and second 
base and threw out the runner at 
first. 

The Lady Eagles junior varsity 
team cruised through both of their 

games at Scott City, crushing the 
Lady Beavers 16-2 in game one 
and hammering Scott City 15-2 in 
the second game.

Curry started the first game for 
the Lady Eagles. She threw five 
solid innings before she was re-
lieved by freshman Karly Kriss. 
Freshman Bailey Terrell pitched 
the entire second game. Coach 

Elliot said all three Colby pitch-
ers threw strikes in the games. He 
also said everybody on the Lady 
Eagles’ team was able to make 
contact with the ball.

With the wins both the var-
sity and junior varsity team’s im-
proved to 2-0. 

The varsity team plays at 4 p.m. 
next Tuesday at Dodge City.
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Are you looking 
for a good job?
Recent college grads 

welcome! 

The Colby Free Press is looking for 
a full-time advertising executive to 
sell advertising for Nor’West 
Newspapers.  The work week would 
be 40 hours with occasional evening 
and weekend duties.  Computer 
skills with Excel, Photoshop, 
inDesign, and Acrobat helpful but 
not necessary.  Must have good 
communication skills, and excellent 
customer service skills with 
attention to detail.  Send a letter 
and resume to Steve Haynes, 
publisher, at 155 W. Fifth St., Colby, 
Kansas., 67701 or s.haynes@
nwkansas.com. This could be the 
job you’ve been looking for. 

155 W. 5th • Colby, KS 67701 • 785-462-3963

Pitcher
throws
no-hitter

ANDY HEINTZ/Colby Free Press
Colby High freshman Bailey Terrell fired a throw home during the Lady Eagles’ softball practice 
on Monday at the Colby Recreation ballfields. Lady Eagles varsity team swept Scott City 3-0 and 
8-7 on Tuesday.

Lady Trojans prevail over Nebraska team
The Lady Trojans softball team 

bounced back from their two 
losses Monday at Butler County 
Community College in Council 
Grove, by scoring two victories 
over Central Community College 
from Columbus, Neb. on Tuesday 
at Carl Adams Field.

Colby won game one 4-2 and 
they won the second game 8-3.

Freshman Courtney Bloski got 
the win for the Lady Trojans in 
game one. She allowed two runs 
on six hits in seven innings. 

Sophomore Jamie Main and 
freshman Holly Denny both went 
two for three in the game. Brester 
and Dirks both doubled.

The Lady Trojans scored the 
first run of the game in the bot-
tom of the third. The Lady Raid-
ers scored two runs in the top of 
the fourth to go up 2-1, but Colby 
tacked on three more runs in the 
top of the sixth and won the game 
4-2.

Colby outhit Central 9-6.
Main picked up the win in game 

two against the Lady Raiders. She 
allowed three runs on 11 hits scat-
tered over seven innings.

Dirks went two for three with a 

home run and four runs batted in. 
Both teams got a run in the first 
inning. But the Lady Trojans had 
a big fourth inning, scoring seven 
runs and taking a 8-1 lead. The 
Lady Raiders scored two runs in 
the top of the seventh, but Colby 
pulled out a 8-3 victory.

Dirks homered in the game and 
freshman Kaitlin Wright doubled. 
Central outhit Colby 11-8.

The Lady Trojans fell to Butler 
7-1 and 10-2 in a doubleheader 
on the road on Monday. The Lady 
Trojans only had one hit in the 
first game. 

Brester went two for three in the 
second game. It ended in the fifth 
inning due to the eight-run rule. 

“We didn’t play with any fire at 
Butler,” said Coach Ryan Sturdy. 

Sturdy said his team put every-
thing back together against Cen-
tral on Tuesday. 

“Our pitchers threw well,” the 
coach said. “Our defense played 
well enough to keep us in the 
games until we made the adjust-
ments at the plate to score runs. 
I’m proud of how we came back 
and played well at home.”

With the win the Lady Trojans 

improved to 14-10 overall and 5-3 
in the Kansas Jayhawk Commu-
nity College Conference Western 
Division.

They will play in a tournament 
on Friday and Saturday at John-
son County Community College 
in Overland Park. 

They play three games on Fri-

day and two on Saturday. They 
play Butler at noon on Friday, 
North Central Missouri College 
from Trenton at 2 p.m. and Al-
len Community College at 6 p.m. 
They take on Iowa Central from 
Fort Dodge at 9 a.m. Saturday and  
Johnson County Community Col-
lege at 11 a.m.

Eagles’ players
chosen by league
By Andy Heintz

Colby Free Press
aheintz@nwkansas.com

Colby High senior Braden Mc-
Kee, coach Jon McKee’s son; and 
junior Corbin Stephens were both 
selected for the Northwest Kansas 
All-League basketball team.

“They were definitely two of 
the top 10 players,” said coach Jon 
McKee. “Everybody on our team 
worked hard, but those guys stood 
out a little more due to their versa-
tility. They could both play on the 
inside and outside”

Stephens was the Eagles’ lead-
ing scorer, averaging 11.4 points 
per game. He was second on the 
team in both free throws and three 
pointers made. He made 44 free 
throws and nine three-pointers. 
He was also second on the team in 
assists and rebounds with 24 and 
100 respectively. Stephens shot 42 
percent from the field – the third 
highest percentage on Colby’s 
squad. 

Corbin said his favorite things 
about basketball include taking 
the ball to the hoop and creating 
his own shot.

“Creating shots for myself is 
more fun then just setting up and 
shooting,” said Stephens.

Coach McKee said Stephens is 
a very athletic player.

“He has a lot of upside poten-
tial,” he said.

Coach McKee also said Ste-
phens’ rebounding and team de-
fense really improved this year. 
The coach said Stephens’ team de-
fense was always very good, but 
it really improved as the season 

progressed. 
The coach said Stephens best 

games this year were against 
Oberlin on Feb. 5 and  versus 
rival Goodland on Feb. 16. Ste-
phens scored a team-high 19 in 
the Eagles 56-47 win at Oberlin 
and he scored a season-high 25 in 
Colby’s 52-51 home-court victory 
over  Goodland. Stephens had sev-
eral other high scoring games this 
season including scoring 17 points 
against St. Francis and dropping 
19 on Hoxie.

Braden McKee led the team 
in overall assists, rebounds and 
blocks. He dished out 49 assists, 
grabbed 146 rebounds and had 47 
rejections. 

“I kind of like blocking shots,” 
he said. 

He said when you get a really 
big block, your opponent looks 
demoralized. 

McKee was also the team’s 
third leading scorer. averaging 7.8 
points per game.

“He made things happen on of-
fense,” said coach McKee.

Coach McKee said Braden’s 
best games were against Newton, 
Oberlin and Norton. 

He had a season-high 24 in a 
61-47 loss to Newton on Dec. 4 in 
the second round of the Hays City 
Shoot-Out He was unconscious 
from the three-point line in the 
game, knocking down all five of 
his three-point attempts. McKee 
had season-high 15 rebounds in 
the Eagles’ 55-49 win at Ober-
lin on Feb. 5 and he scored 19 in 
Colby’s 46-39 victory at Norton 
in the Eagles’ last regular season 
game on Feb. 23.
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